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2. Ir is called the Communimn of the Blood of 
Cuntsr. It repreſents the intercourſe there is 
between Chzlsr the head and the members of 
his body, called in the prayer after the Commu- 
nion, „ the company of all faithful people.” He 7 
_ communicates to them herein his favour and grace, 
| his blood and | righteouſneſs ; and they communicate 8 
their thankſgiving, acceptance, love and gratitude. 8 | 
So that no perſon can at all partake in it, till they 
have a living union with Tow, - and are a part o: 2 
dis myſtical body ; for then only the nouriſhment 1 
and ſupport can be communicated to them. Aj: 


3 
5 


cut off and withered, and can receive no more þe 


body can from meat and drink. It is alſo a com- 
munion with the members themſelves, as well as 


| with their head Jrsus ChrIsT, Fer we being mar; ® 
are but one bedy: and we eat of the fame bread and 


drink of the lame cup, in token that we derive 


dur life from one common fountain, that we are 


all actuated by the ſame Spirit, and have as neat 4 
an intereſt ; in and aftection for one another as the 
members of the ſame body have, the foot, the 
hand or the eye; For we are the bedy of Chrift, « and 
| the ineinbers in particular, What a ſtrange ablur- 
dity then w/ould it be fo; an uncharitable foul, ior 
one who. is not influenced by brother! 7. u tc 
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3. It is.« -alled the New Soflament | in nn 8 


5 Blood. Where a Te oftament i is, there muft of - nec, ys 
faith St Paul, be the death of the teſtater; for a teſa- 
ment or will is only in force after men are dead. Fer * Z 
111 the Sacrament this Teſtament is opened: . 
Blood of CHRIS, here emblematically es 8 
4 out of his heart, ſhews it is yalid by his death; 
as all the legacics therein contained are to be 


*pplied for, and paid down according to the pur- 


bort of the will of the deceaſed ; and it is ſealed 
 viith blood, as, on the renovation of the old Cove- 
nant on Sinai, Mofes ſprinkled the blood of calves _ 
= | goats with ſcarlet wool and hy ſlop on the box 
3 » the Law, ſignifping thereby the fealing of che 


Covenant; ſo here G0 condeſcends by this con- 


tinual ſign to ſeal tous viſibly, for the aſfiſtance 
of our faith, all the blefſing s of the Covenant „f 
Grace in CuntsT Jxsus. Afluring us by ſuch an 
ordinance of his own appointment, that this ſhall 
de, as the rainbow in the clouds, the ſure hon to 
us that no deluge of wrath ſhall ever again weep 
away thoſe who come to him by Jesvs CHRIST. 


Tur deſign then of the Lord's dupper may be 


| partly cen from theſe names, and is fully expreſſed 
in one of our anſwers in the Catechiſm ; it was 


ordained © for the continual remembrance of the 
Ws. tacrihee. of the death. of GURTST, and of the 
| N B 3 „ hyenefts 


* 


| 0 the . ofa a a. = r | | 1 
; approach CurisT's Table, who would be there 


only as a mortified limb cut off from all living 
communication with the reſt, and full of f Putre- 
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8 benefits which we receive thereby.” = wal both | 'Z 
5 of which points I ſhall ſpeak a little, . A 


I. IT was ordained «+ for the continual remem- 


a hrance of the ſacrifice of the death of CHRIST.“ 
Here we are taught to look upon him as bleeding 
for us upon the accurſed tree, Here the Lamb of | 
. Grop, as if he had been newly lain, is im the or- 
dinance ſet forth as crucified among us. Here the 
broken Bread repreſents his mangled Body torn 
with ſcourgings and buffetings, pierced by the 
thorns, the nails, and the ſpear, Here we may 
ſe Lis agonies. remember his mockery, ene 
inſults, and all the complicated miſeries whic 
made his. f acrifice the moſt aftlictive that ever earth 
behe! id; Behold and fee, all ye that paſs by, was there 


any ne like unto his ſorrow! Here alſo we ſee 


bis Blood guſhing as from his fide, when the ſol- 
dier's ſpear entred his heart, and forthwith came 

thereout blood and water, This his bitter death 
wie are to remembet ; and that it was a ſacrifice for 
our fins. As 1 the Law the. ſinner laid his 
hand upon the victim's head in token of transfer- 
ing the guilt of all his fins upon him, ſo here we 
muſt eſpecially remember that the tranſaction be- 
fore us is ſacrifical and vicarious. That CHRIST 
gave himſelf an offering for fin, made himfelf a curſe 
or us, as it is written, Curſed is every one that pang- 
eth on a tree; fo that we are to look upon him herein 
as taking away fin by the ſacrifice of himſclf,” p 
and bearing: the burden of your and my iniquities 


in particular. And. in this facrihce of the death 
| ot } 


Gas? 


2 o gs (= 
/ vs OW > 

WERE ret: 5 . 
1 » ö 2 be 


loſt in wonder whil 


of the Nats if a | Brenan: oe NP 
"of CurrsT many things are repreſented to us, as 
Included in the tranſaction, and which we are 
1 95 at the ſame time to remember. Such as Nö 
. Tre great love of CHRLST towards us ſin- 
| = Was cver love indeed like his? well may 10 
be colied: laue which\paſſeth knowledge. Angels are 


of redeeming love; and how then ſhould we, to 


whom this joe is ſhewn, be aſtoniſhed whilſt we 
are called to partake'of it? he died not for angels 5 
dat for men; and when? was it when we were 
faithſul, affectionate and obedient, that we gained 

his heart to fuch an expenſive manifeſtation of his 
love? no; when we were enemies by wicked works, - 
when we were without ſtrength or power to ſerve 
or love or obey him, even then in due time did Chrift 
«re for the angedly: in us there was nothing.but. 
miſer ry, we were loſt in fin, wilfully loſt by our 
diſobedience, without power or inclination to feek 
for any favour at Gop's hands: and he wanted 


not our ſervices, his glory would have been un- 


lullied, if he had given us up to the fruit of our. 
folly, and left us to our deſerved ruin; neither can 
he receive any addition to his happinef: by us, 
wh 0 is in himſelf all. ſuikcient, and in his nature 
infinitely happy, exalted above all bleſſing and 5 


they look into the myſtery 5 


le But, freely moved by the mere benignity . 


of his heart, and out of pure compaſſion to us, he 
offered to ſtand 3 in our ſtead; atid ſince to ſave us“ 
Le muſt be made man, his love ſtooped to every 
meannels of aur condition, to the form of a ſer. 
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5 vant, to the death of a ſlaye. Love brought bin | 
down from the throne of glory, love clothed him 
with our frail body, love urged him on through 
all the painful ſteps of his afflicted life; the waters 
of trouble were never able to quench it, nor the 

floods of perſecution to drown it. Love put the 
cup of trembling into his hand, live bid him drink 
the laſt drop of all its dregs ; For having loved his 
_ own, he loved them unto the end; his love abode till. 
de cried, It is finiſhed, and only | in the laſt expir- 
ing groan forſook the lifeleſs clay; when having 
= fealed with blood the ſure and well ordered cove- | 
| nant, his ſoul was difmiſted, and went to begin his : 
; erivmpha over death, hell and the grave; and wt: len 
he roſe again love Was his firſt expreſſion, Gs to my 
brethren and ſay, Fo aſcend to my. Father and your Ta- 
ther. Love carried him to the right hand of Gop, 
and there he is this moment ſhewing forth the un- 


chan geableneſs of his affection by ever living to male 


interceſſion for us, and pleading before the throne. 
the marks of love fo deeply graven in his hands 
and in his fide. And when can we then be called 
ſo ſeeliagly to remember this love as at an ordi- 
nance where all its ory 18 made to paſs before +| 
2. Wx arc here to RY to mind the areat vil 
Þ ſin. Never was it ſeen in ſuch glaring colours 


as when it was written in a Saviour's ſweat, and 


1 tears, and blood. Here ſin indeed appears exceed - 


ing ſinful. Its horrid nature and deep malignity 


are ſecn throughout the whole trapſaction, beyond 
what 
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| Oo the N sf a Sacrament. OD. ED 4 
= hat al the miſeries which ever attended it before | 
3 3 could poffibly lead us to conceive. The cries of 
infants, the pains of ſickneſs, the groans of wretch- £ 
edneſs, the agonies of the expiring, and all the aw - 
ful horrors of death, ſerve in ſome meaſure to tell - 
us what an evil and bitter thing Gn is, which could 
have occaſioned ſuch dire effects, and yet one glance . 
dat the glaſs of the ſnſkerings of Itsus, will reflect the 
horrid image of fin in colours infinitely darker and. 
deeper. There we ſee it black indeed, when an in- 
carnate Godt agonizes under its load, when horror” nn 
and darkneſs filled his ſoul with intolerable an- 
_ iiſh, and pain tortured his body till the ſwear as | 
— great drops of blood fell down to the ground, Was 


this for ſin? yes, brethren, it was fin, which made 


- Te8ve exceeding ferrowf? ul even uats death; it was fin. 
made him ſere amazed and very heavy ; ; it was ſin 
Which extorted from him that piercing cry, M. 

_ God, my God, why haft thou forſaken me? Behold 

and teme then, whilſt you look upon this awful 

fight, Look in and let theſe ſufferings caſt a light 
upon your vile hearts, and learn to lothe and -— 

Ao! yourſelves and fin, whilft here you are taught 

it lee its inexpreſſibly abominable nature. 

2. HEREIN remember alfo the inexorable juſtice 

; of Goo: Though love would, pardon. yet muſt 


it be in a way whezein juſtice ſhould be ſatisſied. 


Sin required an <xpiation equivalent to its high de- 
merit, neither earth nor heaven afforded any Tuck; * 
4 3 and there was nene to help. Juſtice demanded 


ehteous judgment, ſuch as had been poured upon 
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| rebel angels cat down into hell on their firſt tranſ- 7 
greſſion; the thunderbolt of wrath was lifted up to 
ſtmite us ſinners to the loweſt pit; Jxsus ſteps be- 
tween and cries, Stay them from going down lo the © 
” Pit, T have found a ranſom; receives the deadly ſhaft _ 
in his own body on the tree, and manifeſts the 
| juſtice of Gop more gloriouſly than could have 
been done by the deſtruction of the whole human 
race. For who is this! this is IEsUs, the Son of 
: Gon, the brightneſs of his glory, the expreſs image of” 
Dis perſon; this is the Father's equal, the man that 
his fellow; this is the eternal Gop, come to ex, 
piate his creatures erimes. Satisfaction was de- 
. mended, he offers to pay, to over-pay every de- 
be mand. The price agreed, the Judge executes his 
claim, Awake, ny fword, he cries, againſt the A 
herd; the ſword awoke to ſmitè to the utterinoft, » 
and take full vengeance for the ſins of a fallen 
world. 7. pleaſed d the Lord to put him to grie Fi 3 


laid upon him the iniquities of us all ; and what would 


have utterly cruſhed us into hell, bruiſes to death 
the only Son.of Gop. Behold the ſeverity of Gon, 
He ſpared not his mon ben; ſee herein what a flaming 
Tword juſtice holds, and how: it is honoured by ſuch Þ 
a ſacrifice ; ſee from hence what a fearful thing it | 
is to fall into the hands of the living God; and in this | 
* ordinance learn to tremble whilſt you ſee nothing 
| but the Blood of Gop himſelf capable of expiat- 


ing your guilt, and ſatisfying. the demand: of his 
| own inexorable Law. 


0% the Nat ture « of a Sacrament. 17 
; 4. oe ſacrifice calls upon you to remember - 
=. ths conqueſt made by it. You, a child of Wrath, 
AY an heir of hell, a fave of Satan, here ſee your hb: 
= berty proclaimed, your tyrant deſtroy ed, your mi- by 
= {cry done away. A dying JEsus on the accurſed 
tree conquers for you, ; death, hell and fin fall be- 
fore him. Strong in weg Akneſs, he triumphed on the 
| EN Ys If riling the principalities and powers of dariniſs,. 
! making a ſhew of them openly. By death he de- 
|. troyed him that had the pocber of death, that 75 the 
. $i 4 4 AS: a ſweet lin, Sex. of ha Y xpreſſies it, | 
= « And when I bled, and groan d, and dy d, : 
e 1 ruin! d Satan' 8 throne; 
e- Hig! n on my croſs 1 hung, and . 19 5 
his 2 je The monſtel tumbling 40 own.” 
p- : 4 Thus he hath vanquiſhed all irs Nemics for us. 
aſd; >: - hath bound Satan from hurtine us, plucked out 
len the ſting of death, and L ſeale d. up the bottomicis: 8 


* 
FA 


he- 3 bi tis death is our life, his f. tals 0! Ur V ictory, his 
uld cis our triumph. well then may we glory in it, 


ath = and, determine to know nothing elſe but Je5vs- 
on, | and him crucified, ſince he reby we become more 
ing than conquerors, and are enabled daily to tread. 
uch down Satan. under our feet. And in this ordi- 
git mai nee, beculiarly deſigned to ſtrengthen our ſouls, 
this „is glorious victory mould never be forgotten, no 
ung leis for the honour of Jesus, than the comfort to 


be den ved from it to our own ſouls.. 
I ſhould always remind us of his caming> 
It is as the pledge of our friend put into 
OUT: hands to > remember him wag 5 abſence. and to- 
eſſure 
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aſſure us he intends us another viſit, This is to Ml 
bee a continual remembrance to ſhewy forth the | 
Lord's death till he come. Though he is gone to 
heaven now, yet be hath promiſed us he will re- 
turn and take his humble ſollowers home with him; I 
Igo, ſays he, to prepare a manſion for you, When | 
vue ſee him preſent with us in the ſymbols of Bread 
and Wine, we ſhould think how quickly we ſhall 
| fee the ſign of the Son of man in the clouds; how | 
foon we ſhall in our fleſh ſec Gop, and with our | 
eyes behold him, even that ve ry body which the 
naails tore, and the ſpear pierced; ſhall ſee him, bur 
nov brighter than the ſun when it ſhineth in ts 
ſtrength, coming in the clouds of heaven wih 
power and great glory, accompanied by hoſts of :} 
heaven which no man can number; coming 10 be 
Flle ed in his ſaints, and to be udmired of all that be- 
lee. And this will bs a remembrance moſt com- 
forting to thoſe who, by the preſent ordinance 
: fealing to them all the promiſes of God, are aſſured 
that when Je Hal! appear, chen Kall the 4 * A 
With him in glory, 5 
Such are the views which are Tacky ded 4 | 
the remembrance of the ſacrifice of the death « of || 
Cnet, which leads, „„ 
= *- "3 © Ve: confderation of the denefits 1 we re- | 
ceive thereby, "Theſe are great and manifold, In 
general IEsUs Cuxls it makes over His whole 2 = 
to every belicyer, and therewith all the bl: ſings / WM 
grace and glory, which by his obedience unto | death f 
be hath purchaſed for us. (0D in giving us his 
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* 10 . 
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| 07 th 74 Mare 7 a bene 13ͤ _ 
Son 40 all with him freely give us all things, and 5 _ _ 
of theſe the following are the moſt remarkable, | 
1. Th pardon of ſin, This is the firſt and 5 
; gran purchaſe of the ſacrifice of Carisr ; his 
Blood was {hed for the remiſſion of fins, Sin 3 I 
the great breach between Gov and us, its guilt 
1 condemned, whilſt its power enſlaved us; we lay 
under a curſe which we could neither remove nor 
_ endure. But Cunisr, by his undertaking for us, 
ach opened to us a door of hope, a way in which 
0d righteous and juſt to forgive us cur ſins, and 10 
a = clanſe us from all eee, whilit he accepts 
SW our ſurety, and exaQts from him the immenſe debts _ 
Iv vith which we ftool chargeable. 
Ix the goſpel the glad tidings of free falvation 
are brougbt to us, and we are called to embrace 
them; and here, for the confirmation of our faith, = 
30D condeſcends to put his ſeal fo his Covenant 
of Grace, ratifying to us the purchaſed pardon, 
and allaring s thereby that he Will be merciful ts 
Gur wig hteouſneſi, and will remember cur fins and 
iniguities no more; and we teſtify our conſent and 
| Hearty deſire of its accompliſhment by coming to. 
receive the free gift of Go in JIEsus CHRIST, 
and 9 caſting our fouls upon the promiſe. How 
high the gift ! how great the benefit! pardon of-.- 
nin, a free Pa ardon without money and Without 
PHE a pardon for the chief of ſinnets, for a wor 7 
ſinners; though dearly purchaſed by CurisT, 
freely given to us; a pardon that ſilences condem- 
„nion, removes fear, begets boldnels, Doth the 
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| you Written in! 


CRIS T's paſſion, 
commonwez!th of 1j-a2!, and frangers-to the pro- 
miſes, are brought nigh through the Blood. of 

„ and made ien with the ſaints, | 


and of the houtiold of GOD. 


ens“ 


Law accuſe ? we. point to this ſacrifice and lay, 
* here is my ſatisfactio: n. 
ble? looking to JEsus ho! w can. we fear? Are , 
we weighed down. with our guilt peculiarly he -avy, | 
bound as under an ephah of lead, or lying under 
nu burden as. the fand of the ea, this Blood cleanſ- 
eth from all. Gn. unh! nds every heavy burden, ſets 
che priſoner free, 
fin and death 29 partake. in the glorious, liberty 
2 wherewith 


Doth conſcience trem- 


ſends him-forth from the pit of ; 


CaRisT bath made us free. Come 
then, ve guilty ſinners, whoſe black crimes cover 


YOu: with confuſion ; Come ye leprous ſouls, | Wh 0 
want to waſh and be clean; come ye burd lened 
| conſeiences, and lay down youu 
of the cross of InSUs CrnisT, ls 
all you want, and! invites yu to come. and t 
the water of liſe 


load at the foot 
e ha th purchaſed 
take of 
: free! y; to dall your cri Morn 858 
away in the fo untain bs is blood; and! 0 be! 


** 
5 

* 
1 


ftored to the full enjoy ent of Gon s favour, Huſt 


as if you had never finned. Here SA pardon” for. 
ood and ſealed i in blood, c confirmed 
by the word and * ath of Gon, that by hu IMMU 


table things, in which it is impoffible for God to lie, _ 


might have a flreng conſolation, who Jule 2 d for 1 re- | 


ſage 70 the hose ſet before ts, 


2. ApopTION of children is another bene Gt of 
We who were alte: ns from the 


His Obedience. 70 
deal. 


D 8 4 


h 5 pledge as 
F 5 whereby they areſcaled to t] 1E day of redemption ; 8 
and withal ſheds abroad in their hearts his love 


07 the Nature 7s a | Sacrament. | 18 8 


death not only removes ouilt, but cones fi wour 
| upon us. . 
feited rights of c hildren, which by our. fall we had 5 
N and receive the adoption of ſons, as well as 
In W 
755 ance Gop the Father promiſes to be © father 
0 all thoſe who core unto him by Jesvs Cnnfsr, : 
that he will give them a pl ace in his family upon 
4 | earth, and an inheritance among the joint-hcirs 


We are hereby reinſtated in a the for- 


„delivered from the curſe of the Law. 


With CHRIST. in he: WEN, That he will wake greater 


care of thera than the moſt tender parent, and love 


ther with an everlaiting love. 
; the father gave the prodigal ſon the ring, 


begettihg theirs * becauſe we are fons, God hath font 


fen th. the ſpirit of his Son into our hearts, whereby we - 
«ry Abba, Father. 
their Fataer, 


Thus the children coming to 
at the Table where their cider Ero- | 
ther bath provided a fealt of love for them, receive 
increaſe in every filial temper and d ſpoſition, and 
grow. up into him i in all things who is their head, ; 
cven CHRIST. Here then behold the precious 
rchafe of a Saviour's Blood; that we,.the heirs 
F wrath and children of &: arkneſs, that we, duſt of 
cher th, vile as men, abominabls e as ſinn 12ers, that a 


we, aliens and enemies in our minds by wicked 


works „ ſhould be brouz cht Bie gh, not mere!) per- 


mitte FP us the prodigal alked, to be put among the 
hired 3 but robeC in the Saviour's righte- 


cuſneſs, 212800 among his cadres, ſeated at his 


table, 5 


He gives them thi 8 
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table, bleſſed with his favour, partakers of the 
proviſions of his houſe below, and looking for a- 
inheritance incorruptible and undefiled, which fadet, 0 
net away, reſerved for ns in heaven, Well may 
we cry out with aſtoniſhment, Bebold, what man- 
ner of love is this which the Father hath beftowed 2- 
on us, that we ſhould be called the fons of God! 
” 7 ÞÞ ANOTHER benefit is the conſolation and joy | 
which are hercin diſpenſed. To rejoice in CHRIS 
Jesus, to have peace with Gon through faith, to 

be filled with comfort and joy of the holy Ghoſt, 
in the preſent. ear neſt and ſure proſpects of glory : 
to come, is ina peculiar meaſure the caſe in this 
- ordinance, where al! things viſibly tend to beget 
confidence in Gon, Here we often get Piſoat- 
views of the promiſed land, here the. mournins 8 
aint finds joy, the weary r reſt, the dejected encou- 
ragement, the ſtrong 3 confidence; her- 
the ſpirit of faith applies che atonement, and the 
ſenſe of reconciliation often fills our fouls witt. 
: Joy unſpeakable and full of glory; and ChRIO 
 Intends his people ſhould comfort themſelves, ſhould 
abound in all ſpiritual joy, and come as to a fea” 


Here we ſhould dry our tears, at leaſt if they fal! 


: garment. of praiſe for the ſpirit of heavireſs, asd 5 
not fit mournfully before the Lozy of hoſts. nor 
cloud the joy of the ſeſtivity with ſorrow on ou: 
| brow, unleſs ſuch a ſorrow as St Paul mention: | 
Al. forrowfut, yet alu rie. WII e | 


N 


where gladneſs is fown for the upright in heact. 


they ſhould be tears of joy, we ſhould put on thc 


niourning 


ung 
ou- 
aer 
the 
vitt. 
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= mourning for our fins we believe the greatneſs of 
= th: cit herein beſtowed. on us, and the Spirit 
uuitneſies with our ſpirit to the work he hath 
wrought f in us, and gives us 2 preſent taſte of our . 
inheritance before we ate actually put in poſſef- 


ſion. of the purcha! fed glory in he 2aven. 


WHrar a delightful ordinance! how many . 
thouſands of real Chriſtians have experienced the 
coniforts of it, and daily continue to do ſo? Real 
Chriſtians! I ſay, not mere ceremonial riſiters, = 
9 tacy feel, caſte and handle noth ng of the word of 
lif-; the Bread and Wine are to them barren ele- 

wendy dry breaſts which. 3 no conſolation; | 
but: the ſoul vita ly united to CarrsT can fay, 1 
fat under his fhadew with great delight. He br ought 
me to his banguzting houſe, and his banner over me 
was liv, He taſtes the joy therein difpenſed, and 
goes away. reoicing - becauſe he hath | 1een the 
Lon. „ 
4 In this ordinance alſo t there is a free dittri- 5 
bution according to cvery man's neceſſities of 


ſt :enoth and power ſrom fEsus CrR1s", for all 


the work a Chriſtian ts called to; it is the inſti- 
. tuted means of conveying to believers the ſupplies 


of the Spirit for their wilderneſs ſtate, both to ſub- 


due their corruptions and ſtrengthen their graces. 


Here we draw water out of the wells of ſalvation, 


and like Elijah travelling to the mount of Horeb, 
receive from time to time our proviſion, in the re- 


freſhment of which we may hold on our way, and 
Wax 2x ſtronger and ſronger dil we come to . hos 
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5 grace to mortiſy them, here we are taught and do 


every thing conſpires to confirm our faith, to en. 
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"my Horel, the mount 21 ion, the Jeruſalem which 
" above. It ou? corruptions are ſtrong, here is 


receive humility to ſupplant pride, heavenly-mind- 2 
edneſs inſtead of worldlineſs, and purity inſtead of. Y | 

pollution, The example before us, as well as the N 
grace miniſtred, o,werfully calls upon us to learn 
of him to be meek and lowly of heart; not to be 
of the world, even as he was not of the world 
to walk! in holineſs, as he a iſo walked. Are our 
graces all feeble and we cak ? where ſhall we blow 
the ſmoking flax into a flame: if not here, wie re 


þ liven Our hopes, tO kindle our warmeſt affections, 24 
to enlarge our charity, to inſpire our zeal, to teac! 
us meekneſs, to quicken our languor, to encourage 
our perſeverance, to excite our thankfulneſs, in | 
| ſhort to work in us every divine temper and dil. 'F 
poſition? This blefled ordinance i is deſigned to 
ſtrengthen us mightily in the inner man, to ſup- 
port us under all diſcoura gements without and icars 

= within, that we might go on from ſtrength to 
ſtrength, from grace to grace, till we come to the 
bleſled place where we {hail 0-1 from glory to 
| glory. 5 

Herr then are e great and Serious privileges ob- 
. tained by the precious Blood of the Son of G BD; x 
5 and we are called upon to come and partake in all | 2 
of them; and what excuſe can we make? Do not. 
we want a pardon | is: adoption a deſpicable bleſs- 

ing? 15 | ſpiritual Joy an ioſipid pleaſure ? or the 


8 
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oift of Gov! 8 Spirit an unneceſſary aſſiſtance ? "why -- 
hy do ſo many flight the ordinance of the EOKD, 
and neglect this great falvation? Do you diſclaim _ 
any re lation to JESUS CrrisT, and renounce his 
= reli igion, that you decline making this profeſſi on, 

ni have no defires after the benefits of his death 
| and paſſion ? ſu; ely they who never think of re- 
membring the Lok” s death till he come, will be 
moſt unprepared to meet him on a dying bed or in 


a day of judgment. 1 befeech vou to conſider this, 


and you die in your fins, ne ither ſprinkled 


Be aſlured hey 


uni that forget Gon, leſt by your flight of him 
- B he be provoked to give you up. to your own inven- 

1 tions, 
= with is Blood, nor. clothed with his Rigbteouſ- 
1 neſs, nor partakers of his Spirit. | 
wv ho forget CHRIST now, will be diſowned by y him 
In 1 the dun of his oppeating and glory. 
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W ub in | the Panel the tab! oe the mar- 


killed, the ſervants in waiting, the royal bride- Bl 
groom ſeated, a meſſage was fent to haſten the 
5 gueſts, Come now, for all things are ready, Vw ith. = 
this mellage, brethren, am 1 ſent to every one 0 | 
you, beſeeching and intreating you for Cun is rs | 
fake that ye would be reconeiled-to Gon, and © 
a token thereof to come unto the . | 
of the Lamb. But as their meſſage of old was r. 
jected, ſo too frequently is ours. The moſt of 


| have neither Aeli aoc leiſure to attend the 
call; and of thoſe who do come, how many 25 
get the wedding garment, and thruſt themſelves 
_ unwelcome gueſts, who after having eaten = 
drank in CHRIS T's preſence, will be bound hand 
and foot and caſt into outer darkneſs, where i: 
_ weeping and wailing and gnaſhing of teeth. I 
the one and the other of theſe I will addreſs the 


tn Trvitation 1. the Counvyron. 


riage feaſt was ſpread, the oxen and fatlingy 


you agree with one conſent to excuſe 1 yourſelyes, 1 
the farms and the merchandiſe, the cares and pleaqa- 
ſures of this life ſo ingrois your time, that you 


following words before I enter upon the conſide 
ration 


„ 


Ly incc. 


death till he come. 
no fri iendſhip for him, by their diſobedience to the 
thi zingS which he hath commanded them, | 
live in the allowed neglect of a poſitive precept, 


tn Invitation fo the Communion. "ar. 
ration of the temper neceſſary for the profitable 


| partaking of the Lord's AP Ang here 11 in- 5 
tend to ſhew your”. | | 


1 Tx ur great dangs Ty of dels this ordi- : 


| 1 5 II. Tur . puilt of coming to it unworthily, 


| 1. TRE great Linger of neglecting this ordi- 
And this will appear, 1 
I we conſider it as the breach of the expres. 


1 1 commandment of JEsus CurIsT, It was among 
3B }is laſt words the night before he was betrayed, 
1 that. his diſciples fhould ds this in ri emembrance of 
. The words of a friend are always dear, but 


dying words eſpecially apt to dwell upon. the 


mind, and to neglect his laſt commands would be 
then 3 ſure mark of having no friend ip for him. 


Now thus 5 evidently the caſe with thote who wait 
not upon the LORD at his Table to remember his 


K hey confeſs that they have 
They 


and ; ns bring down upon theinſelves the re- 
ward of trancgreſfors, who have deſpiſed his coun- 


939 > £4 
5 


el, And that you may ſec it is no imiall offence 


tes, ] wiſh you to obſerve. the heavy wrath of 


60 denounced againſt thoſe who neglected to 


celebrate the Paſs-over » (to which our Communion 


antlwers,. repreſenting to us a deliverance ſrom ſin. 
and hell,  ntiaitely'g greater than that from Egyptian 
bondage) 


— 


22 The Count iA r. 's e fiviial Cinpanion, 


| bondage) That foul was to be cut off from bis peiple, : 
L 28 -if they who defpijed Moſess law died without 
mercy, of how much ſorer funiſbment ſuppoſe ye. hal 


we be thought worthy, if we neglect fo great ſal. 


tion? Careleſs ſinners, who turn their hacks 6 In 15 
the Loky' s Table, think little of the guilt this i 


adds to their ſtate, and how. feverely « every ſuc 


neglected opportunity will be anſwered for w hen 1 
this Jxsus ſhall come to execute judgment on all 


115 ö 


= the deſpiſers of.his name and ordinances. 
2. Tre great danger of neglect herein is ©: 


. dent, in that by ſo doing we continue dead in tre. 


' paſſes and fins, 2 ſays CHRIST himſelf, 
eat the fee of the S Yon of man and drink his blrad, 
have. 11% life in you. Whoſe eateth ry Help a and 25 
eth my Doo, hath eternal life, and I will raiſe him: 

8 at the 2 day, Now though this primarily refe 


to the reception of the goſpel, and doth not ca 

dlude thoſe: rom eternal life who having received. 
the goſpel are waiting upon G0 with a pu DO 
of heart of ſoen devoting, their ſouls to 15 m ii 


1 


this ſolemn ordinance; it evidently excludes 


_ thoſe who have neither reccived CHRIST into the! 


ya 
i 5 


hearts by faith, nor deſire to be partakers of e. 


ſeals of his covenant ; it is not poſſible for ſuch 


have any foiriwual life in them ; ; they are dead i 

treſpaſſes and ſins, and they declare hereby the; | 
aabiding indifpoſition for and d ſinclination to all - 
: 15 exerciſes of a ſpiritual life. The foul who! 


R185 “1 hath quickned delights to be maintainin; 
daily COMMUN; with lu, to walt in his houſe an 


. 72 


F2 3.» 


ot his "ble. whengrey he hath opportunity; but you 

haye no ſuch deſires, no ſuch diſpoſition, becauſe _ 
vou have choſen death rather than hfe, and are 
ai * y purfng. a courſe the ena of which muſt be 
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nd what can you anſwer, but that I am living in 


PRO of iniquities which I have no ebe 
to forſake; and what is this but a plain ac- 


1 W 01 ment of the dreadful miſery in which 
vou are lying every day, liable to the wrath. of. 


© op, ane afluredly ready to receive it if you die 


live, without a new birth {rom the death 


of (fin unto the life of righteg ulnels. 


4 þ HE danger of no leCtir 194 Loh — Li IR DD 8 1 able 


3 
* © 
CC 
EN 


x. 
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1 


people in the world, Belicyer 18 and Un be! ievers': 5 


-th die: 1 *hO are * bin the covenant, and thoſe who. 


are out of it, When we vr ere infants the chart- 
table act done for wus, in Bap tim,” and the : woes 
onal engage nent then entred int can profit us 


not! Hing unleſs we are buttingin Our OWE clan to 


the blefſin gs then promiſes, at: " by 5 aK in 
1 other Sacrament, WRCN we arc Cone to the | 


— 


7 «rs of diſcretion, declare we thankf ally embrac 


race... 
Covenant of grace, and receive the ſigus and 
fra thereof in token both of our depe ndenes up- 
ON Cane and renewed ded! cation to #111 ; where 
not done, we deny in {act ou; paßt mal 
enge ee break 8 coycna⸗ it we haue entred 


67 * 


into, 


everlaſting deſtruction. Aſk yourſelt. this plain 
| 4; 0 ion, W hy do not 1 come to the n on 5 | 


lent, as it includes the Te nunc lation of Our : 
covenant with D here are but two forts of 
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into, and declare our diſavowal of all the Protuule: 
then made for us. Hence we can claim nothin; 
under it, and are left, though we may be profes. 
ing members of Carts outwardly, aliens fon 
the commonwealth of Jae! and firangers to the 
' promiſes z j without CHR1T, without Gop, with- 
out the covenant, and conſequently 1 without hors 
without grace, and without heaven. 


4. Tus great danger of neglecting it is evident 


from the 'great wrath and indignation Gov hath. 
revealed ag gainſt the deſpiſers of his covenant. It 
is faid in . i. 18. That the wrath of Go i: i. 
' revealed from heaven againſt all: gedieh and nu. 
righteoujneſs of men, who hol. 7 the truth in WNT 
eff. Here then you may read your own Cc! 
demnation; who of you. that is come to years of 
diſcretion doth not know the great duty lying up- 
on you to remember the death of Curr? 10⁰ 
not you condemn others that live in neglect of the 


Lord's Supper, and what is this but condenmniny 


yourſelf ? you have excuſes I know, but I Warn 
you there will none of them. be taken in the dy 
of Judg ment; and your own conſciences will t«! 
you ſo, if you will but give them time to ſpoil, 

You know your breaking the commands of Gop' 
is what nothing can excuſe, and therefore you m.y 


be cully alfred: that the wrath of Gos ſieth vp! 
you. And here O that from e- ich of theſe Conti. 


derations i knew how to reach your hearts, u. 
ſuch an awful, with fuch a tender expoſtula on 


as might at once alarn and conſtrain you and 


SEL 


you no ſenſibility of the amazing love of JES 


4 


5 An Invitation to the Communion.” 2 "BY 


What urgent cauſe have I to ſpeak. W hilt I fre the 


Ae neglect of many of you who never come, 
and of others who come fo ſeldom, that the ſame 


condemnation lieth at their door, Are all ſuch 
fe grant tranſgrefſors? are all ſuch dead in tre! ſaſſes 
aid fins ? are all ſuch out of the church of Ges 2 


are all ſuch under the wrath of Gon? in what a 
fearful Rate then brethren are the moſt of you liv- 
ing? in e an ungratefu} ſtate, where you make 

CnRisT's Blood to "be ſhed in vain for you ? hav 
"a 
of him who lived, who bled, who groned, who. 
pt, who ſuffered, who. dicd for vou? . N 


under gone ſo. many ' things” for = in van ? 150 5 


rely it is as) yet in vain: for do not you Nizht : all 
bi mercies, Jeſpi e his {aly; ation, count the blood 
the covenant an unh. oly ihing, and do deſpite 
to the Sp Iirit of grace, V. Milſt you quench al! his 
firiving 54 but if love will not move, it jeaft let 
fear diſmay you; conſider what it is to be an out. 
caſt of heaven, to be a ſtranger to Gon's covenant, 
10 be an enemy to CHRIST, to be marked out for 
the divine vengeance, to be without a Saviour in 


| the day of judgment, to be expoſed to the ſtornis 


of eternal wrath, to be baniſhed from Ge p's pre- 
ſence, to be caſt into hell, and have your portion 
with unbelievers yet all this, fearful and tremen- 5 
Hus as it is, lieth againſt your foul, T hou, even 
thou art the man, Not having (> ommunion with 
.£ RIS you. are * a branch dried up and withered, 
neh men gather and caſt into the hire and chey 5 
| ft.. 


| 26 The Co,] ax r- 8 7 ee. 


are burned, I beſeech you, brethren, by the mecr- 
cies of God to conſider theſe awful truths, an! 
begin to examine your ſouls, leſt, with the thou- 
ſands that have gone before you, you thould be. 


riſh after the ſame example of unbelief. 


| Bur I mean not hercin that, with all your 1 - 
and careleſſneſs about you, you thould approach 
the ſacred place where CHRIST Ipreads his Table, 


No. There is a ſerious inquiry gecellary. betore 


you preſume to eat of that bread and drink of that 
rap, which too many raſhly and unadviſedly thruft 


_ themſelves to partake of who have no diſcernme: 1 
of the Lord 8 1 This e h 1 5 


CY 


IL 1 ADDRESS to you who come nat and : 


others who come with an un due diſpoſition, that 
they conſuler the aggravated guilt of cating and 
«© drinking their own damnation, not diſcerning 


„ the Lord? 5 Body.“ A fearful and a common: 


caſe. To diſcern the Lord's Body, ſeems to be © 


1 phraſe taken from the us of the ſenſes in bodily 
objects; as the eye diſcerns a proſpect, the tongue 


diſcerns its food, and the hand diſcerns what it . 
handles; ſuch ſpiritual diſcernment muſt the ſou! _ 
have of Jezsvs CHRISIH in this ordinance, it mutt . 
ſee him by the eye of ſaith, it muſt verily and in- 
deed receive bim as actually to nowith the ſoul, 
zs the Bread and Wine to ſtrengthen and Fefreſh 5 
the body; it eauſt ſo handle the word of life, 


to apply the Blood of Chz15T and his ſaving hes 


nelits. All which neceſſarily preſuppoſes A new 


ED | | Ute, 


* 
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life. | 5 Heinz princ; ple implanted in the foul, 


"fart from the death of ſin, nt 4 deſire of 


_crowth in grace; Loncerning which I ſhall ſpeak 
more particularly | in the next chapter, only from 
Bkence it may be cali! 7 apprehended, 


. Wno they are that, “ not discerning the | 


6: Loo 8 Body,” eat and drink unworthily. 


WHAT 18 meant 1 «6 eating and drinkin 8 A 
elt own damna tion.“ | | 


5 5 WIO they are that do not ile ern the L PR” © Wy 


. Body, and eat and drink unworthily, And here 


F beg. 2 ſerious attention. The matter is deeply | 


Intereſt ing to you. 1 Ae our eternal falvation _ : 


18 in nothing more nearly conc erned, than in « 
EE approach to the Lord's Table; and there fore 
following perſons cannot poſſibly?! have any call : 

to appear there. 5 


(1. Sven as ate w 9 TY el knowledge of 


5 HRIST, the nature of his falvatic »n, their own . 
wants, or the benefits they are to expect. AS 
our food does not profit us when we have no ap- 


petite or digeſtion, fo where knowledge is want» 


ing the Sacrament is mere Bread and Wine, and 


can in no wife miniſter to the foul firenoth or re- 


teſhment. Indeed how is it. poſlible they ſhawd 
| remember CHRIST to any ſaving purpoſe, who are 


in2cquainted with his nature as Gop and Man in 


mvtterious union with his ochces, a8 2 Prophet 5 
to teach, a Prieſt to atone and inte reede for, a 
King: to protect and rule over and in his people; 


nd who have not fo ar ned CEBRIST out of the 
C 5 Scriptures 
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7 Scriptures as to know why he ſaves, or how he 5 
faves? Here Ignorance is a total bar, it is the 92 
5 darkneſs which cannot comprehend him. And the 
: caſe is the ſame where the nature of his ſalvation 
is miſtaken; when any come to the Lord's Table 
Without leeing the intire freedom of the ſalvation. 
when they bring > their works and good life ton nake * 
| them accepted, inſtead. of laying: down their fins 
at the foot of his croſs; when they lean either | if1 
whole or in part upon their. own righteouſneſs, in. 
ſtead of ſeeing him to be their alone 1:ghteouſnet: 
before Gop; when they think the doing the duty 
= 15 to ſave them, inſtead of FeNOuncing that as We i 5 
as every thing elſe, to plead only CurisT's wert 
be fore Gon, then ſpiritual diſcernmeat muſt needs 
de wanting. Again, when there is no knowledge. 
of our own Kaka when we are ignorant of 
the miſeries of our ſtate by nature, and feel no 
burden under its preſent corruption; when we 8 : 
no ſenſe of the perverſeneſs of our hearts, and the 
guiltineſs of our lives; when we have never felt 
the deſert of fin in the conſciouineſs we have pro- 
voked Gop to caſt us into hell; what ſhould ſuch 
do at a table where a Saviour only ſtands for {1n- 
ners ſake? Or in fine, If there be no knowled-c 
nor expectetion of the benefits procured by CRI : 
no deſire of pardon, adoption, ip ace, or conſola- 
tion, it is impoſſible we ſhould have ſpiritual Ji! 
cernment, which conſiſts in the ee eee and 5 
reden of cneſe to > the ſoul, How ſands yo 
- knows. 


1 wn . 


. 


4¹ Troitatien to the Communion, e 
: knowledge then? what know you of Cunrsr? 


C what of his lalvation! ? what of your fins? what of. 


tze benefits you are to expect? are theſe dark and 
| unknown! 18 your underſtanding blind 2nd ig- 


norant? then you are certainly unfit to come to 


hi 5 is table, and are in the nature of things excluded 
rom all the bleſlings of the Communion, for the 
8 acraments do not of themſelves work neceſſarilß, 
but only according to our diſcernment, according 
tg the exerciſe of our ſpiritual ſenſes. EO 


; 2.) Trose are evidently excluded from the 5: 


_ Lord's Table Who live 3 in any known ſin, or the 
allen ed and habicual neglect of any known Wy 
K were a horrid. inſult on the bleſſed JE 8 Us, 
16 come with a conſcience. fil! defiled, and ith | 
hands ill unwaſhen from our iniquitics, to touch : 
118 facred tacraments] Body ; and therefore all who 
in the open breach of his commandments Gould 
be ares caſt out. And it were much to be with- 
ed the ancient diſcipline were reſtored, and all ſcan- 
talous ſinners cut off viſibly as they are ee 
irom the Communion of Cnarsr, Ou chu 
iirefles, i in her exhortation, a moſt ſolemn Se 8 
1 ation by name to all ſuch ; ++ Therefore if any of .- 
you be a dlaſphemer of Gon, (profan e in any 
meaſure in your converſation) an hinderer or 
llanderer of his word, an ad ulterer, or be! in moat ice, 
envy, or any other grievous crime, (ſuch a; drunk- 
85 enneſs, or labbath- breaking . pen” | 
come not, leſt the devil enter into you, as he 


3 66 did 5 
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0 did into Judas, and fill you full of all | iniquities. 
A wiſc admonition indeed ' for what COMMUNE 


bath light wth darknefs, or Chrift with Belial © And 
dow can it eyer be ſuppoſed that Gop would have . 
_ reſpect to any offering, when he ſees our hearts | 


Soing a whoring from him after the abominablc 
_ thing which he hates? If you can ſee in your ſou! 


that there is one allowed fin, which you are un 
willing to part with, and for which your conſcience _ 
condemns you, be aſſured that Gobi is greater th an 


vour heart, and muſt much more condemn you. 
Whilſt this is kept back you can have no part. nor 
lot in the matter. The miſts of fin will hinder 
you from diſcerning Cuz IST, and your very ap- 
pearance among his people will be but profane 
mockery. And yet how many dare come, wWhoſe 


converſation 8 teſtify againſt them that they are yet 5 
unwaſhen from their iniquities? How many, who 


live habitually } in pride and paſhon, pretend to drin- 


5 - into a meck and humble Jxsus? How many w hoic 


_ {ſuperficial inquaies into their hearts hew, they arc 
afraid to go deeply to work? How many in the 


interval of the ſeaſons let looſe the reins to world- 
lineſs and oratification ? and ſome I have heard of, 
horrid to think it! who. ſuppoſe the mere act ({-- 
_ communicating is the cancelling of the paſt of. 


ſences, and a ng to fin again. Surely ſuch 


muſt be in the 94 of bitterneſs and bond of iniquity. W- 
T he cup of bleſſing 1 is to them a cup of treiabline „5 


and the bread of life a favour of death unto death i 
Aud the ke may be {aid of thoſc who live in the 
neg 0165 


1. lian to the Communion, | 31 1 5 


verlegt of any known duty, ſuch as private prayer, 8 
prayer in their families, reading the ſcriptures, mu- 

tual exhortation, and all other helps appointed for 
bur increaſe in grace to neglect theſe, except once 

1 a month, or once a quarter, for a dull week it may 


be, by way of formal preparation for the Sacra- 


ment, whilſt all che interval hath been ſpent F 
forgetfulneſs of Gb and ditregard of his ſervice, 
70 in ſome courſe of vanity, Care, or indulgen „ 


his | 1 a direct proof of unſuitableneſs for the 
inauce, luch ati one can never diſce ru the Lord's 


9 3.77 FHEY are. e xctuded ſtoöm ny ſpiritual ; Dar- 
taking of the Lord's Supper, who come merely to 


qu ally themſelves for an office. * he impicry : __ Ro 


prota neneſs of which is indeed palt the power of 


words to expreſs. What? can worms of the earth - 
dere trife with the Blood of the Son of Gon! 


and merely to ſerve their own (ecular concerns 


PSU! To the altar of the Lord? Can any thing be 
o 11 orridly 1 ihſolent as to cone evide nuly with this - 


thought; © Lord, I am not come here with any 
view to thy glory; 1 am not come here as an 
undone inner, penitent and be -Jieving, to re- 
ocive the pardon of my. ins; Jam not come to 

remember thy death, nor expecting : any benefits 
ſom it; or at leaſt theſe ate not my chief aim, 
i am come only to quality myſelf for an offic E, ” 
mere temporal bulſinets, and were it not for 
this I ſhould gladly ſtay away." What a lan- 


(t 


guage this What ſpots. are theſe at our feaſts? 


he. $i ns What 
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What; a hardneſs and ſtupidity of conſcience 1s ſuck | 
communicating diſpoſed to beget? This i Is, mak- 
ing the Blood of the. Covenant common indeed. | 
I tremble for the conſequences, | Knowing very 
well that, though we may be deceived, Gor wil C 
not be mocked. To have eaten and drank. in his 
_ preſence thus, will doubtleſs ſend us away at the 
- lt day with a depart from me, 1 never luer you, | 
And they who now thus drink of the cup of che 
Lord will be found: among thoje more deeply guilty, i 
who ſhall then &1z+4 if the Wine of the wrath , 
| Seca, which i; Pure ed cut 2011 rout mixture into the c 
| 2 his indignation, 


(4) Tukx partake amwantilly » wito only 3 


at particular ſeaſons, and inſtead of having an ha- 
| bitual fitneſs make al the work of the . on 
to conſiſt in a week's Preparntion.. As if the Lord's 
Supper was a mere Navith duty, and a week's clean. 
ing was all that is neceſſary to approach it. I het 
miſtake the ver ry nature of the ordinance, and put 
their one week's. Preparation inſtead of all tholc 
tempers and diſpoſitions which arc required to be 


abidingly in the ſoul. For it is not cleanſing ft 


dutſide of the cup and platter, it is not the 5 To b 
ing from groſs ſin, it is not ſaying fo many prayer 


extraordinary, or not going into company, or be. 


ing ſtrictly regular for one week, that can ſhew us 
to be faithful people. This i is the Mrangeſt farce 
+: devotion that can be conceived, and can neither 
5 be ple -aſing in the eyes of a heart-ſcarching Go 
nor at all anſwer the end Seligned of preparing 11s 


Fo! 


5 An feat on to the Companion, 33 
| For a | uitable approach to the Lord's Table. The 
work to be done is-heart-work, not of the lip and 


knee; and the preparation is the inward trimming of 
our graces, not the outward form of around ofextra- ; 


7 ordinary duties. None are meet to approach the 


Lord's Table who are not every day maintaining ſpi- Dh 
ritual communion with Cuz1s T, and always ready 
or his Table whenever a call invites them thither. 
There mutt be a daily ſacramental vowing fidelity 
to nim, and an exerciſe of faith In his death and 8 
the benefits of it, wherever CHRIST hath real 
communion with the ſoul. Hence you may ſee 


the. abſur rdity of butting my religion, only as our 
beſt clothes, once a month or a quarter. And that 
ich perſons as theſe, inſtead of being the friends 


of CHR IST, are no better than ceremonious viſitors, 


whoſe room would be more welcome than their 


company, CHRISIH, whoſe eyes are as a flame of 


Ire, and who ſearcheth the heart and the reins» 
es nothing but ſpiritual i ian orance under the m dalle 
If devotion, and no inward ſenſe exerciſed to diſ- 


-cern him, conſequent]y 1 not the leaſt meetneſs for 
an approach to his Fable; nceds rault he addreſs 


Juch with how cn theu in hither ? 


(&.} Fe conclude * | Nore can partake profit 


ally who have not found. ACCeptance with GoD 


through the righteouſneſs of the Saviour, and in 


_ coafequence experience the mighty power of his 
873 e on their fouls, By the mighty power of his 


ace J mean that virtue derived from CHRIST, 


White! creby a deog 4 11; mer is u! 1ckned to ſpiritua! life, 
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and indued with ſpiritual lenſibility. © Tf in this 
orèinance the exerciſe of repentance, faith, charity, ” 
thankfuln eſs, humility, and of all the other graces 
is neceſſarily required, in order to a diſcerning the 
Lord's Body, then it is evident that they who are 
without theſe never can partake ſpiritually. Now 
we are all deſtitute of theſe till the Spirit of Gov, 
making the goſpel of Ixsus effectual to us, en- 
Ughtens our minds to fee the fulneſs which is in 
277 Currsr, and inſpires theſe holy diſpoſitions inte 
dur ſouls. We cannot repent and believe, and 
love and be thankful, or humble, when we will, 
or by our own power; in our natural ſtate wo 
; might as ſoon think of plucking the fun from the &ic= 
mament, as of exerciſing one of theſe graces. They 
are all the work of Gon, the parts of the divine 
nature communicated to the children e are be- 
batten, not after the will of 5 
% Had. Therefore if youYo — know anv fact : 
| th inge Wrous ht in you, any ſuch new creation, 
any mighty working like unte that which raiſed 
up ISS from the dead; ; if you have not an * 
_- perimental ſenſe of the quickning influence of the 
Spirit of Gob upon your ſoul, and have not begun 
co fee that you have paſled from death unto life, 
from darknefs unto light, from the power of Satan 
unto Gop, it is plain you cannot poſhbly nn | 
di feerningly in this ondinance. Should you give 
ever ſo much meat and drink to a dead man, it 
would neither bring him to life nor nouriſh th 


earcaſe, The caſe is the fame if there be no 58 
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ritual life in the foul, there can be no ſtrength⸗ 5 


ning and vlog Ip the Body and move. of 5 


CHRIST. 1 


2. Trest 250 betete one and es ” 


| mult needs be excluded from: all the ſaving benefits 
of CrRIsT's death and paſſion ; and if thus care- 
dels, ignorant, ſinful, and unconverted, they ap- 
proach the Lord's Table, they muſt needs eat and. 
drink their own damnation. A fearful word in- 
deed ! enough to make the ears of every one that 


heareth it to tingle e; and which our church well 


explains thus, ** We kindle Gop's wrath againſt 


« us, we prov oke him to plague us with divers 
e adlteaſes and ſundry kinds of death. Judge there- 


= tore yourtelves, brethren, that ye be not judged : 
_ * of the Lord,” Here you ſee that preſent judg- 
ments and the wrath to come are the wages of ſuch _ 
; b ö a raſh, unadv! led, and unſuitable approach to 


tue Lord's Table, are guilty of the Body and Blood 


of CurIsT our Saviour, And ſhall we provoke 


Gon's wrath againſt us ? arc we ſtronger than he 


ſorgive my tender concern for you, I am not fpcak- 
I 5 * things to grieve or diſt urb you, but as 
beloved children I warn you. You muſt de freely 
dealt wich: you witl not forgive me elle at the day 


of udgment, if I ſhould now be unfaithful to your 


_ feuls, J preſs, I invite you, yea I command you 
. the name of JEsus CURIST not to flieke his 


. FS SL) 


J Al le as you do. But then judge yourſelves whe. 
ener ye are in the faith, for if ye are amongſt thoſe 
I have geferived, you cannot be w cleome gueſts, 
of 
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if you live i in ignorance or lin, if you reſpect merely a 
a temporal convenience, if you make it a matter of 
ot „and have not a living principle of grace in 
your ſouls, abſtain at preſent as you would not im- 
brue your hands in CHRIST's Blood, and cr ucity 
him afreſh; yet abſtain not altogether, As you 
1 tender your everlaſting ſalvation do not lie down 
in this ſtate, but hear the preſent call of Ixsus, 
| look. to his ſacrifice that till b! ceds for you, call 
upon him whilſt yet he is near to prepare your 

| Heart according to the preparation of the ſanQtuary. 
"Let your paſt forgetfulnels, neglect and diſhonour _ 
of him lie deep upon your minds, and be among 
thoſe things which eſpecially humble you before 
bim. And then ariſe, as periſhing ſinners, to lay 
yourſelves at the feet of his croſs, to look to him : 
whom you have pierced, till faith in his Blood 
produces love in your ſouls toward him, and 2 
willing heart leads you to his Table to Fa : 


yourſelves a living facs r1hice unto him, Then ſhall 


the ordinance de as much to his glory as your | 
comfort, and you ſhall find by bleſſed experiences 
that you do 1 not. my come, buc ; are welcome. 


” N F 4 * 3 N U n R. 4 * — ** N 
1 Nee 3+. » 2 5 5 + 3% *% 4 eu & - _—E" — A "ds n q 4p; xs y * 5 p * > © * i . 
F 2 Rr > N 4 _— Pr ö 5 6 1 1 , Re þ N Pp 
Dr RN * i F 22 5 13 r 9 N A is . N I Irs . ” 
E r = 8 * " 
n * * * 5 a N © 


CHAP, 


Þ im 


| Self-Evamination before the Lord's Supper, 33 
unn. Nn. EF mR 


CHAP m. 


: Sx 5 Raanineren a FRO Duty before we come 0 
| the Logp's SUPPER, Sa 


To A As orelitivig” in the bleſſed ordinance of he : 
= Lord's Supper depends chiefly upon the diſ- 
I poſition of mind in which we approach it, it will g 

become all, as St Paul adviſes, WhO would come 
S with (pirit nal diſcernment, and return with a bleſs- 
E ing, feriouſly to examine themlelves before they 

preſume t eat of that by ed and arink of that cup. 
= To cot nfort the afflicted, encourage the doubting, 


= ind to help the ſincere in this behalf, will be the 


dięn of the preſent chapter, as well as to quicken 
RY every Gul to the F work of commun 


5 - with his own heart. Our Church Catechiſin 
ei 1 fopply us with the 3 principal and eſſential 
3 4 Oo; lits f inquiry, which if We underſt and throughly 5 


5 and an{wer faithfully, we m may come to che know 

E tdor of our ſtate reſy ing Gb, and conſequent] * 
Wo 1 titnefs or unfitneſs or che Lord's 8 Supper. 
"And tizele « are, | | | 


Wag r HER we © rchent tray ol our former 
- 10 rg ſtedi? ny: pupclng to lead a new 
| II. . HETHER 


. 33 The Cororemcant $ . 11 Companion, 


II. WHETHER we © have a lively faith j in God „ 
V through CHRIST. Go” - 
7 tt. WHETHER we have a thankful remem 1 
e e brance of his death. „ e 
. Iv. Wurrnkx 60 we are in » hui with al = 
CS Gp Ds go 
= + Porn'vs, 6 4 af "which FIT a ve a kieger OY 1 
1 ment than this ſhort exerciſe, and yet you may | 0 
come to ſome ſafe determination about them, % WM » 
Wh will attend to e is now to be ſet en your 


1. Tran, to examine gl Bots you * re; vent 1 
truly of your former ins, ſtedfaſtly pur poll g = = 
e to lead a new life,” you muſt underſtand what 
is meant by evangelical repentance and newneſe of : 8 
life. T ſhall defcribe them as including, En Tm 
. A oorkow for Sin. 1 

1 Eon. FIT OE or 7 
ſl. 3. Forxsakan of rn os OD 
| 4. AN evident change Wining npon your hear * 38. 
and DE | : 
„ 64 EVANGELICAL repentance includes fort ov IB {! 
for Sin. They who ſow in tears ſhall reap in | =o 


=o And when have we ſo much caufe to be chere! in, — 
* ſorrow for our fins and to mourn, as when we 4: 18  - 
coming to boot upon him whom we have plerced S 


here the foundation of repentance mult be laid. we 1 1 
| mmauſt lay to heart the great diſhonour we have don. MM - 
| to Gop by our ſins, how many and great th, WW «+ 
have been, how vile our nature and hearts are, WM. 
1 well as how perverſe our ways have been, V- 
8 mw 
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| ob reflect upon the ingratitude of fin, and how __ 
cvety act, every thought of it, has added a pang to 
Bs the Saviour, s agony. We muſt conſider it as 


the grieving, of the 8pIRIT, the defilement of his 


1 . We our © bodies, a me the abominable thing which _ 


even. " death nat. nd chat of but one fin; hw 5 


42710 then are we in arrear to the diy! ne juſtice, 
2 Then heart and life have been nothing but fn ? 


Thus its evil nature and heavy guilt ſhould both 
onſpire to beget in us the deepeſt forrow and rę- 


| mor that ever we ſhould dare tranſgreſs againſt 


1 Majeſty of Heaven and the Father rot Mercy; 
hat ever we ſhould be ungrateful to a dying Jz- 
s; that ever we ſhould provoke the patient Sri 

KIT z that ever we ſhould madly trifſe with our 
fouls, and. plunge. them into-ſuch awful condem- 
nation. But have ſuch thoughts ever been har- 


bHoured in your. heart? 25 e YOU NOW. deſiriug do 
mourn for your iniquities, and do they, in theſe 


riews, dwell upon your heart, as 4 fore burden too 


2 Ka. A y for y Ou to bear ? are you tore ſmitten On the 


revous remembr: nce, and ready, like the Pro- 
pher, to wiſh for a head of wate: 5; eyes like 
fountain of tears, to run down d day and night tor 


ini duities which a ſea of your OWN tears would never 
| wath away? Do you know any ſuch forrow, and 
= = the grief for your fins the bittereſt cup you have 
er Grank of? This 1s a gracious dilpoſition, for 


frie 


IS godly for aur vor keth Fr epertance na Jarvation 
VE 0 2 06 reper ted of, | 


_ R * 


3 The Communicant' s « ſpiritual Rep 
. RP ENTANScE implies an abhorrence of nn *© 


and ourſelves, Behold, fays Job, 1 am vile, thi». Wl * 
fore I repent and abhor myſelf in duſt and afhes. K 

| : 5 97 a | \ 

18 impoſſible, where a true ſenſe of fin is upon fre Wi 

5 heart, this ſhould be wanting; the heart then har E x 


up with indignation, with ene againſt itlelf, War 
2ẽãs St Paul enpreſſes it, and cannot bear the view Wl © 
Wi of the paſt without ſelf-lothing, To think how WW © 
Wl vwilywe have acted, how infolently we have le- 3 


turned all Gop's kindnets with abuſe, how we [ © 
have turned all his ble {ings into a curſe, how F 
ave ſlighted the love of CHRIST, how we "Mp 
refiſted the Hory GHnosT, in his word, in his 
8 providences, in all the methods of grace he ham WW 
uſed with us, in ſhort, how we have fold ourſelves ” 


as it were to work wickedneſs; and now to think Wl 


eee 
3 . 


22 2 
. — 
2 W 
W n aaron are are 


b "of returning to the boſom of our Gor thus 5 pol- | 3 

| luted. and defiled, what vile wretches muſt we 4 
ö in OUr OWN eyes ? and to ſee ourſelves ſuch, is ab. 4 e 
lolutely neceſſa ary before we can return. Then, = 


faith the Lord, they ſhall retur u, aud remembe the 75 | Y NE 
own evil ways, and "heir deings which were not g Ml 
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and ſpall lathe them; es for all their iniquities amd ; | | 
104 ell their abominations. Are you conſcious of en, 5 = 
1 ſuch ſelf-abhorrence ? can you adopt the language 
1 of Job's ſelf-lothing, and in the view of your ins : on 
Wil And the inward rilings of dilguſt and Ciiphen ui 
Wt _ againſt yourſelf fand them? do you appear in your 5 
own eyes 2 monſter of ingratitude, and feel your i 
i * | heart deteſting in which hith made you fo, more | 
| than you deteſt the vileſt objects in nature? at ical : 
ll 3 e : De 
1+ 
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hs: it your defire to hate it more than you: do? © 
This is the work of true repentance, —_ ba 
457 REPENTANCE implies a forſaking of "FR 5 
We cannot indeed bur forſake it if we have groned 
under its burden, and felt i its odious ingratitude. 8 
1 How {hall we think of continuing a moment longer 5 
in a ſtate ſo diſpleaſing to Gop, fo grievous 0 
Ke) {clves? Here the iwo. of the Spi lx is lifted 


uh againſt every darling idol. Repenting we re- 
nOUnce our covenagt with fin, and our allegiance 


+» Satan, and burſt his bands and break his cords 


alf from us. No Known fin can be any longer 


' 


Hi vitually indulge ed; not only the outward fins, | 
whole open nature was more. flazrantly rebellious, 


(30% as profaneneſs, paſſion, le- wdneſs, drunken- 
nels, lying, ſabbath - breaking, covetouſneſs, and 


| the like; but the more ſecret. beart-ſins will be re- 


nounced, Vail thoughts and vile affections, as well 78 


"As actions, mult be forſaken; no little tins any longer 


plead the privilege' of cuſtom or neceſſity, If we 


ate ſincere in our repentance, without piexiag or 


baring, our eye will ſcarch every corner of our 


heart, and wherever we find the traitor we hal! 
bing him forth and ſlay him before the LORD 3 


arid our darling fin will meet with the ſevereſt 


| treatment; that we ſhall lay moi violent hands 


11 whilſt repentance cries, Down with it, down 


0 with it even to the gr ound ; 5 right eye, a right hand, 


auy thing, however ne ar and Be, to us, away it 
| goes. 


Repentance makes thorough | work. It is 
Not a a. part at refgrmation, this 45 in many where 
| | 2M | true 


= p 6 y — FI IOES" — 222 —— 
8 —— pe r = — b h y — ———— _ a — 
— — by - 5 — : 2 — — — _—_— — — — a — - 5 - 
— 4 — 2 oc (Om A 1 — - — 
: — . - . «Wan . — P 4, - —— — A : LM ape" < — 5 . * 
: — — - — A — — — o —— — — cd 2 — 4 2 _ 4 - þ 
1 — == 1 — — — i : on . * > 3 — . : a : 
* =— — — F — — — — 2 * — rr — = TI, * 9 « , 
- * = — — — wk . — —— ” — — 2 — . ogy . * 4 . ” X 3 6 : £ 
— — —— we — — — — — — „ — . ; « : : - 1 
— ey — . 3 — f ; ; a - : : ; 8 
2 A dT at - " 2 N „ : N 5 » p 4 4 $ 
— 3 ner nd. - S * . er, ö 5 7 . L wr 6 7 5 
9 . 2 1 2 - . 4 £ * * 
v "SM : ; p 4 


* © 8 
- ——.—. NE EN ent 


- . 


= — — 
* 
: 


42 „ he Gonmmnrcany' 5 Piritial FIT 


ttue repentance hath never wrought its effeCtual 
work; and thouſands have been undone by the 
ae, whilſt conſcience hath made them part 
from ſome fins, and be more reſtrained and decent 
than before, but they have ſtill dealt deceitfully with Y 
the Logo, their hearts have not been whole with 
bim, and fo they have gone no farther than Bat 5 
humiliation, or Herod's doing many things at 7%“ 
” preaching to him repentance; of whom the one fi! 
Continued idolatrous, and the other kept his b: 85 
ther Philig's wife, A perſon may be wry. nigh 


the kingdom of Go and yet never enter it; T 


- af without being altogether a Chriſtian; Jos! 
therefore to your hvarts herein, there is no deceiy- 

ing Goo: and what a crying fin would it be to 
come to ChRIS)'s Table without a purpoſe of 
 forſaking whatever. is diſpleaſing to him ? Do you 
| repent is it evident from your conduct? De th 


ot your heart condemn you for any reſerve m. 


Can you appeal to Gon for your ſincerity, th 


you deſire to indulge yourſelf j in nothing you kno! 
or ſuſpect to be fink ? Particularly, Do vc 


| heartiiy reſiſt and ſeek to mortify the fin kick 
moſt calily beſets you! and is your repentance io ” 
it proved to be real from this, that your ſorrew f 
it is not only your heavieſt grief, but that you 
heart is ſet moſt ſteadily againſt it, and follows 
cloſe, defiriag to deſtroy it root and branch ; 3 te 
it ſhould make you lalſe to your vows, and“ 
the worm at Jonah 8 gourd wake your fair in 
ſoms of repentance wither and bring forth no ſtun 
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8. Saf- F by Fe FL Lord's Supper. 43 | 


ais will be comfortable, if in the preſence of 
Gop you can claim the proof of furh a ſincere 


univerſal renunciation of fin. It will be then in- 


deed a repentance never. te be repented of. 


4. REPENTANCE implies a change . this . 
is the exact meaning of the Grreł word Ulama: 


for every real penitent is brought out of a ftate of 


8 nature into a ſtate of grace; and all his aims, ap- 


prchenſtions, views, and ible of action, are as 


; 1 2s you | can ſuppoſe thoſe of any d dif- -” | 
bent perſons ever to have been, ſo that he i is well 
BY 100 in ſcripture to be born again; old things are 
Py ed away, and all things are become new; he is 
lt out of derkne/+ into marvellous 1051 +; be wilt 2 


net after the faſhion ＋ the wore, but a) fer Cbrift; j 
1. 


in rig goteoufneſs and true he lineſs.. Here W is a 


wide feld for inquiry, and moſt eſſential to our 
. e ps rtak ing at the Lord's T' able, fince none 


* 


but thoſe who have begun to le ad a new life can 
receive any benefit Gown at tending on che ordi- £7 


nance. You muſt therefore berein cloſely examine 
vodurſclves. What do you know of this inward 


change = your Under /*anding chang ed? whereas. 
you wore blind, de you now fre ® you were once dark 
= are Jt 79% light n te Lord? Have vou a 
ic of yourlelf, of God, of CHRIST, of 21] the 
things 5 of the 9PIRIT, dieren from wh at you had 
beforcy 


he 1. oke not 2s Bee 20 the things wat are feen 

and gre temporal, but to the things that are not 
ſeen und are et- inal ; in ſhort, he is cha anged into 
another man, a new man, created after Chrift Feſus 
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1 The ComMuUNICAXT's ſpiritual Companion. 
before, ſo that your judgment is altered? Do y 
now diſcover the miſery of your ſtate and nature, 
the vanity of earth and time, the bondage of cor. 

ruption, the great need of ſalvation, the unſpeak. 


able patience of Gon, the amazing love of Cult, 


the greatneſs of the inviſible realities, and the. im. 
portance of only making one thing needful, £ven 

the ſkcuring an intereſt in the kingdom of Gon 
aud his righteouſneſs ? --- Is your Will alſo alter 

in its choice 1 Have you begin to chooſ: Chin ( 
for a portion, inſtead of the world ?- Do you pre- 
fer his ſervice to the ſery ice of fin? and inflea of 
the purſuits of this world, the pleaſures of ſen's, 


and the vanities of time, rejefting theſe, are yo 


_ embracing the w ays of peace and the paths" ol 
- hol; ineſs, which lead through faith to glory 


5 And are your Aﬀections changed þ Do you love 


what you hated, and hate what you loved? [ 
_ CrrIsT now the object of your affection, 
than ever your favourite fin hath been ? at | 


is it your deſire and prayer that he may be: fo? 
5 ie your delight to be found engaged in the 
exerciſes of devotion ? or do you chide you: Du ge 
giſh heart when it goes heavily to the bleſſe d 


: work! Are you become more afraid of offen 


ing Gov than the whole world beſide ? and ate 
1 your Hopes chiefly fixed on the promiles of his 
| word, and the expeAations he bids you look to in . 
*ternit 17 inſtead of this preſent evil world? Ist 
your Joy to lee his intereſt Rourifh in the world! 
and is it a more ſincere ſatis faction to you to help 


1 + 
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to turn one ſinner from the evil. of his ways, than 
to partake in the greateſt worldly advantages ? I 


ſhort, is it NOW beccne in a meaſure your meat and 


drink to Jo the will of Gow, and is that which 
vou vefoie lgthed, namely, the denial of your own 


vile heart, and the keeping Gop's commandmente, 
now become the conſtant deſire of your ſoul, and 
the thing that you long for? and doth your whide 
converſation witneſs to thi is change, and prove that 
you are indeed. paſſed from death into life? that 
von walk no more as other unconverted men, in 
the . vanity of their minds, alienated f from the 7 of Oc | 


törtugh the ignorance that is in them, becauſe of the - 
} e F their heart, but as a child of lizhr 


-rove_the. works of darkneſs and teſtify againſt 
the - ad that its deeds are ev i} ? ond do you pur- 
pole 2 td hold on thus doir &, walking daily more 
eiteu mſpectly, redeem! ing the time, and ſted faſtly 
Puriuing this courſe of newnels of life which God's 


F\ x t 


boly word preſcribes to you, whatever diffculties 


may befal you, and whatever more than you yet 


may be your portion, whether of reproach, 
v2 | 7 perſecution for your fidelity 171 CurrsT” 8 


bervice? This is that evangelical repentance you 


are called to, This maſt be the matter of your 
examination. II vou can ſee no ſuch change, if 


you are as you ever uſed to be, and never knew. 
ny time in your life when you were convinced 
3 by the $P1RIT of Fn, led to him who giveth re- 


pe Nance, converted unte GoD and born again, 
{1 change in its effects as evident and clear as ta 
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. Cunts. 
faith, not a mere ſpeculative aſſent of the hea to 


46 The CommunicanT's piritual Companion. . 
riſe from the dead, or between a dry tree and one 


full of leaves, bloſſoms and fruit) then I fay you 


have not yet this newneſs of life, you are fill in 

natural ſtate, and ought not to think of approach. 
ing the Lord's Table till matters are altered with 
you, and till the great change is begun, and i; 
5 maniſcſting itſelf in your haart and life, 


II. You muſt examine yourſelf whether you 


have « 2 ME faith in Gop's mercies throus zl 
_ Obſerve, a liveh faith not 2 t 


the truth of religion, but a quickning powerful 


principle in the heart, a faith ener eetic, that Work- 


And this livel; *. n ſhews 


eth in us mightily. 
itſelf in the following ways. 


1. Ix directing us © Cunts as our alone; 1 - 


pitiation. It bei ings us, burdened as we are with 


our fins, to the toot of the croſs, and there bid 


. ding us lay: them down points to the Blood thei 
7 the us, and plead that propitiation with which 9 
is weil pleaſed, 
muſt lo for falvation before Gop; renouncing 
our own ri, ighteouſaeſs, emptied of all feli- 1 
ency, confefling our guilt, and only reſting on 

who is our atonement and our 


Gon, Into CARIs r's hands, as our advocate, 


ve commit our cauſe, that he may plead it effectu- 


ally before the throne of Gop; and this with (uch 
| latisfiednef; in the aval Hableneſs of his inter ceſtion 


as gives us confidence towards Gop, and ſuch a 


perſuaſion of Cams T's love as that we can chear- 


EI! 7) 


. kn) 


In this way, and this only, we 


1ghteouſneſs del fore 


: Self Eranunation before the Lord's Supper. 5 47 | 
fully and contentedly leave our ſalvation in his 


| hands, aſlured that he 1s more willing to heip us, 
| than we to defire it; yea that he was pleading 20 
| with his Father for us before we began to look to 


him. This is the lively faith whick embraces the 5 
promiſes afar off, and enables us to ſay, In the 
Lord } haws 4 righteoujneſs, through wg nd have 


| | the forgivenels of fins, according to the riches of 
| 30 s graces. The ſtrength and confidence of 
| our faith may be different in degree, but in all 


— 


CHRIST! 8 people it muſt be the ſame in nature. 


Some poor mourning foul, difcour aged with doubts, _ 


tho gh deeply renouncing all hope in himſelf, can 
; fe :cbly call his "NY upon promiſes WARD he 


hots as it were with a trembling hand; yet this 


that good hope through g grace, which, chouyh 0 : 


; 5 ed from the ful! aflurance of faith, 18 


ou: ad Sv! dence of a believing font, and exerc Prod 
d ez experience Will confirm it. Ochers can, by 


. the firms, with humble confidence Claim the fal- 


vation, reſt ſatisfied in the-ſure and certain cove- 


ET 8 and rcjoice in that p- rfef? lou: which cafteth 
% fear, perſuaded. that CHRISa hath {wed them, | 
| 1d cimen himſelf for them. Inquire then, Do you. 
& poitcls any meaſure of this temper | Have you & 


:vely faith! ?- Do you come with the empty hand | 


and a beggar's heart to receive a free ſalvation ; 
b tencunc! ing your own. righteouſneſs : and difclaime 


g your. duties as heartily as your ſins. in the mat- 


er of acceptance with Gop Do you ſee enough 
| 3D nur to convince 7 he is able to fave | Ro 


A ſinner 


© 9 4 7 he Communtcanr' 5 fririnal Cuban} mn. 


2 ſinner as you, vile and ſinful as vou are? 1 
Dis Bliod cleanſeth from al fin, and that his righte. 
ouſneſs imputed to you will make you pleaſing in 


„ eyes of the Gop of purity ?. And are you (4. 
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tisfied in his willingneſs to ſave you, from all the 
free declarations he hath made, and all the mighty 
and gracious, inſtances. of that willingneſs and abi. 
lity he hath given you ? Do theſe (his power Ind 
' willingneſs to ſave) beget in your mind a deter. 
mined affiance in him, fo tha at you can ſay, In 
Dall be my 2 for ever ; this is all my Aer and 
all ny deſire; then you have the diſcerning eye that 
ſees CHrIsT at his Table, the diſcerning taſte 
that feeds upon kim, the diſcerning ear that hears 
his voice, the diſcerning hand that receives outet 
his fulneſs, that wraps the robe of rightcou! 
around you, and makes you complete i; him. 
2. A LIVELY faith lays hold of the ſtrength of 

Gnas T, as well as his atonement, Unable tc tc 0 00 
any thing of himſelf, the Believer, coming to him, 
can do all things through Chrift flrengthning , 
N aith brings us to kim as the repairer of Were 
as the healer of the deadly w ound which fin vat! 
given us, and which made us inſufficient to thi 10 
or do any thing pleaſing to Gp. A lively faith 
ſeeks grace as well as pardon, and afſures us it 15 0 
be had! in CHRIST. It tells us that though with- 
out him we can do nothing, yet in him when we 
are weak we ſhall be made ſtrong, /trong is i, 
Lord, and in the power of his might ; hence in the 
Communion the Believer applies to him, and . 


all 


verive ſtrength and power againſt fin, 


III. Wz muſt inquire into cur thankfulncf: in 


«the remembrance of Crrisr's death,” and the 


| gcrcat and precious privileges purchaſed by his blood= 
| fheding for us. If we are really ſentible of our 
fallen ſtate, and have faith in the tranſaction here 
repreſented to us, it is not poffiblo but our hearts 


. 2 Want 


8. . Eramination before the Lord's Supper. 4 
Il the wants and neceſſities of his ſoul upon JEsvs 
the Saviour. To enter into the covenant, to ful- 

fil the covenant, to perſevere in it, faith takes the 
grace of CHRIST, makes him the ſurety to under 
take for us; while we deſpair of our own. power | 
and might, and draw from bim all our ſufficiency. 

And fatisfed that his. power and might mall be 
exerciſed for us, we rejoice in this confidence, 
that mighty as our enemies are, and weak and 
helpleſs as we are, yet that we thai] de mere than 
conguerors: through him that hath lav ed us." Are you 
going to CHRIS with ſuch application for ſtrength, 

and from him do vou find ſtrength communicated 
to you? Is it through him you arc imboldened to 
coven: mt with Gov, and do you ſee that without 
nis grace you can do nothing? Ds you ſincerely 
renounce all hope in yourſelf, and make him your 
rock, his everlaſting arms your ſupport, his grace 
the ground of al your confidence? This is to 
believe; to „ have a Irvely ſenſe of Gop's mercy. | 
<« in Cnnior;" for hereby this mercy comes home 
to our ſouls, we live upon it and by it; faith in 
CHRIST enabling us continually: to apprehend * 
lo as to bring peace and pardon, and from it 0 
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ſhould indeed. be filled with gratitude and thank- ; 


Fulneſs to him who hath thus ved us, and. 2 den 
him if fer us, And in proportion as we 
a clearer underſtanding of our own miſe cry, Nod 
the condeſcenſion and love of Jzsvus CHnrrs: 
_ our, hearts will be more affected, and we tal 
come overflowing with praiſes to him who 11: 


_ died for, us, a. roſe: again. This thankfui nels: 5 
hath a thouſand di ferent. points of view fro: n 


whence it takes occaſion to admire and adore the 


grace of the Rept EMER. Its moſt lively exerciſe E 
aries from himſelf, and next to that from all «| 4 : 


_ blefiings given in and with him, Wears filled wit 


thanklulneſs that we have ever heard the four! f ä 
his name in cur eais, or taſted the power of his | 
erace in our. hearts; that we © have been made al- 


DS | ady partakers of ſo many bleſſings, and have 7. 


any greater ones in ſtore; that not on! ly the end 

; ſo great and glorious, but that in the Way \ V 
have ſo many delightful 1 ſcaſons of ref 1 
Where we may find reſt unto our fouls, . "Can isr 


living, dying, riling aſcending tit ting at the. 


—— 
3} 
14 


right hand of Gop, ach of theſe aflords 


our lips, in hearty humbie ac :knowlet zwents of his 
love and kindneſs towards us; and not by Our lips 


| on!) / *© but in our lives, bu giving up ourſe Ives to 


„ his ſervice, and by 3 before him in hol. 


. . C EY „ Bn 4 BI e 
c neſs and righteouineſs all our days. Hav. 


you any Experiencs oi ſuch thank fulneſs in Your. 
heart? Do not you ſee when any fy. perſon does yOu 


EW Mats. 
ter for thankfulneſs. This muſt be Mo £6 


rous 4 benefactor, if he is making you daily to 


partake of his bounty and munificence? now if 


theſe trifles ſo affect you, and to be ungrateful and 


unthankful to man is looked upon brutiſh and 


lavage, how ſho! uid theſe great things, that in 
Cur 1s T Aſs given y. bu, dwell upon your Bearts? 
How ſhould you be II and influenced by 
them? Are you ſor Is your he art riſing up in 

8 the remembrance of that greateſt of all gifts Gop's 


oven Bon, with thanks too big for utterance? Are 


Self- ramination before the Lord Supper. 81 
gat and unexpected favour in any temporal 
bo gs, how your heart riſes towards them, and 

Mars for exprefligns to teſtify the gratitude you ” 
| dl and how careful you are to pleaſe ſo gene- 


you praiſing Him * ith; 0 ful ups! 8 Or im: DUrNing at 


Jeaſt over the colidnefs of your heart that loyes and 


praiſes him no more: Doth your I:f 
- gratitude of your hea yt, by VOur carefu | 
formto his will and pica! ure; never to.ofiend him, or 


= Srte „ng if YOu 0 Oz: 11} C 20 thi Ing. d. ſiring - to ſhew 


urſelf no Jonger as yout own, but his who hath 
urchaſed you at ſo dear a price as his own Blood, 


and called you to fhew forth his praiſe by yielding 


you url ves to him: as alive from the dead, and your 
members inſtruments uf right eeuſneſs unto halinefs © 
at leaſt is this your daily ſtudy, deſire and prayer, 
that you may be « enable Nt more and more to ſerve 
ard pleaſe | um! IT his is to be thankful, this is 


[ 
ae 


- * — 
# 


BY Oö in vain. 


A VV mit examine wheth er cs we ore in 


th charity wich all men.“ The religion of Jews 


D 2 | _ ChrIsT 


e teſtify the 
neſs to con- 


ine proof that we have not receiyco che grace of 


5 52 The Communre ANT; 2 . 


TCnxklsr is a religion of univerſal love; and « eſpe⸗ = 
CLially it is needful that when we come to remer- = - 1 
ber him who died for his enemies, we ſhould par- 
take in the like temper of charity. e 1 
you ſhould examine yourſelves, + MF 
... Firhh, Negatively. You muſt not entertain a nx; 
hatred or malice againſt any of your brethren. E 4 
The hands that are to be lifted up , and the hears MF 1, 
10 be brought to Curist's Table; muſt be witn- if A 
_ out. malicious wrath, as well as doubting,  3* . 
thereſore any ſoul of you is living in anger, im- 8 
placable and unmerciful, proud and reſentful, un- ¶ < 
Willing to aſk forgiveneſs or hard to grant it; if 
Tere be one perſon breathing whoſe offen ces you do „5 
not from your heart give up all deſire and thoughts 
of revenging ; if you are not ready on the : firſt evi IM + 
dence of repentance to forgive; and if you do n: ot ig 
com paſſionate their perverſeneſs, where you ny ih 
not be permitted farther to ſhew the exerciſe of 8 
love; you may be aſſured you can have no portion Ei 
nor lot in the matter; your temper utterly ex- MF th 
cludes you; it can never be a feaſt of love to 2 8 
revengeful ſpirit, and though you may pretena th. 
forgiveneſs or ſeem 8 yet if the venem vo 
of maliet rankle in your heart, and you want there a} v1 
the true ſpirit of charity, you are but as ſoundng iſ to 
braſs and a tinkling cymbal; you cannot ,cat of - WM eu 
the Lony's Body, nor have communion ar. his : he] 
Feaſt, nor partake of his benefits, Not that ch. 2 
- merely is ſuſſicient. 1 only mention it to her oy | ” 
fou 


te glaring Imprety” of nay who d ate come With 
| | | hearts 


64% Y EL before FR Lord 5 Supper. 83 8 


” hear ts full of uncharitableneſs, that probably 
the week. before have been venting their undue _ 
anger, reſentment. and wrath 55 againſt thoſe who | 
hve offended them, and have not mourned over 
nad carried theſe hateful tempers to JIxsus to ſub- 7 
| due them. What a horrid profanation for ſuch 
to pretend to a communion of ſamts, or to . 
long to that body where every part bath = 
= moſt tender care ior its fellow members? I heſe 
ſurely are under wrath. They niuſt repent and 
wrath will Ry 


have their hearts changed, or 
come upon them to the uttermoſt. 


Sceondiy, Poſitively, WI muſt = hand] in the 
exerciſe of charity; ; that i, we muſt have a ten- 


der tecling for the bodies and fouls of men, whe- 


++ ther. Believers or Unbelievers, and this expreſſed _ 
in all proper acts of kindneſs and love towards 


ww according to their ſeveral ftates.. 


She Unbelievers, thoſe that are not in + 


fare of reconc thation with Gop; who, though 
they may be profeſſors in the church, evidence in 
their lives. the unrenewed ſtate of their hearts; 


theie we muſt pity and. pray for, muſt never be pro- 
voked to hatred with their wickedneſs, muſt bear 


with their oppoſition, abuſe or reviling, muſt la- 
Four © return them good for evil, and ble ting for 
curling; muſt be ready to ſhew our affection by 


 *$6/ping their bodies in any. time of want, and. 


8 elle minütring to their neceflities out of our 
abundance z, and eſpecially. delicing to help their 
fouls, & to ſeize any convenient. occaſion of converl- 
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ing with them on their ſtate, to apprize then 9 
their danger, to improve any impreſſions 1 85 
; Gop's grace or providence may have made ; and | 
labour in every way to pluck ſuch brands from the 
burning, whether by undeceiving them if Way i rc ſt 1 


on a form of godlinets, or warning them if < 


leſs and utterly negligent, Are you ſhewing forth 
any ſuch exerciſe of love? Have you. cg thus 
tenderly rebuked fin upon your brother? Have 
vou pitied the 1 uſery of ſinners? 05 you 5 5 
Wb neckneſs and long-ſuffering their provoct 
tions? Ate you gentle towar s all men, Hot eh 
pirovoked? ready t paſs by a tranſgreſſion? and 


„ver avenging- yourſelf by withholding aſt tance 


| fron your greateſt enemy in his neceſſities? are 
vou ready to every good word and work for him, 
heaping oon 1 on fire upon his h 


a to melt him 


v. hat ver reluRance t to it vou u in in your remain 


bittereſt enemy, and long for his converſion, that 
Gor may pardon bim as you are willing tc 


do? This is a ſmall very ſmall. part of. the exer- 
ciſe of this extenſive grace, but J fear enough: i 


condemn us who are ready to kindle at every @! - 


front, to be impatient under provocation, to want 
campaſſion, to be deſtitute of th :ofe bowels of mier- 


cies which were in JESUS CnRIST, to forget ho 


much Gop for CazsT's ſoke hath forgiven us. 
| Yet to this we muſt ſeek to come, after this we. 


3 


4 


ritual Companion, = 


Ing corrupt nature, is it you! burden, and reſo): tel 5 
oppoſed? Can you pray affectionately for your 


E . — before the Li. 5 Supper. 25 55 1 
muſt preſs, or we can never come to CurrsT 's.. 5 
Table acceptably, for he cannot bear to be ap- 
. proached by any heart where love un nfeizned hath 
5 N wrought this powerful work. 
2; WE muſt ſhew our love clo ally to Be: 
1 IS. 6 choſe who are of the ſame body, 
whoſe converſation teſtifies the truth of © 2 ace 
which is in them; over theſe we muſt delight, with | 
"hoſe Spada aſſociate, at CuRILSr' Table rr : 
lear to u 8: whilſt 


ewhel re; their bodie 23 muſt bo 
edo g Fs” to all, we mu? part n 


cributiog to it by convert ation, by exam *le, by 


pray er, wad ever y: other eans in cur power 3 EX 


Wo 4 > 8 


Borting and admoniſhing one another, praying for 
and with each other, a8 brethren of the fame fa- 
mily, as children of the ſame Father, as par- 
takers of the fame table. as hoping for the ſame 
inlieritance ; we muſt love as brethren. A love 
which hath been declared by many to be cqual, 
might ſay to exceed that which nature im- 
plants in the deareſt relations of life, The true 


Delieyer: can. ſay, as JESUS CHRIST did of thoſe 


20 told him of his mother and his brethren, e 


5927 beareth Chrijt's word and goth i; the fame. is my 


: 1 my fifler, and mother, Have you ſuch at- 
tection towards the children of Gop? Do you. 
| delight! in thoſz who love Gon, and keep his com- 
| D 4 „ wand- 
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arty regar ard the 
* Þ Hun gold of faith. But their ſo ts eſpeci ally we 1 
An it watch f for, mutua iy; jealous over ak C aring | 
for each othe r, bearir:: 7 with each other s infiri- 
ties, deſiring each other's growth! in grace, con- 
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mandments? Are you ſeeking to approve Your- 


ſelf in every labour of love towards them, and re- 


. ceiwing with thankfulneſs their labours of love to- 
Wards you? Have you the ſame regard for their 


_ welfare, that og body hath for the ſeveral mem- 


5 ders df it? and do you feel for them and with them 
in their trials, and alleviate their b. rdens by par- 


taking of them? I have not ſpace to enlarge the 


Inquiry, but theſe may ſerve as ſhort hints for your 
3 inſtruction, trom whence you may draw a conclu- 1 
fron. concerning your fate and temper, how fir 

vou are real! iy ound! in the exerciſe of theſe diſpo- 
dtions. 5 = 5 

| BLESSED are ; they who have chtaigad any mea- 
ure of theie graces, bleſſed are they who are 


tecking. after them. The ſincere deſire after an 


| increaſe of grace is true grace, and ſhall have a | 
growing accompliſhment. <« Tuige therefore your | 


« ſelves, brethren, that ye be not judged of th 

«c. Lon; 3, repent vou truly for your ſins Naſt; 
« have a lively and ſtedfaſt faith in CHRIST our 
Saviour; be thankful ; amend your lives, an 


„ be in perfe 2Ct charity with all men;“ = this 


not ſuperficially, but from the heart, in ſimplicity 


and godly fincerity, and © fo ſhall ye be meet par- 


= ' takers of hoe holy” e 


e 


”- 0 


Cinfiatrations at the Tore, Supper. f ; 5 57 8 5 


dees cc see sse 


CHAP. . : 


Ga 2 groper at th 77 Time of the « Coldration- 
= Loy the Log” 5 9 


1 AVING ; in ; the lat chapter f. fot bafore: you" 
5 what Was neceſſary to be examined into im 
order to come to a right judgment of our ſtate, 
and to approach with fiitable diſpoſitions the Ta- 
5 ble of tne. Lord, I a now particu larly to enter 
into the confiderat! ion of that frame of ſpirit which. 
woe ſhould be in at the ſolemnity irfelf, Having 
the general requiftes for the feaſi, there is alſo N 
required a particular exerciſe of theſe graces, 
ie trimming our lamps to go forth. to meet the 
bridegroom. For this end, when we are purpoſ- 
ing to renew our. approach to the Lord's Table, 
it will be uſeful at ſome ſeaſon of leiſure to in- 
Quite partie ularly how we ſtand, what progreſs we 
make in cach of the: aforementioned tempers, and 
hat we ſpend ſome time ia meditation and pray er 
with a view to the ordinance. Not that 1 mean 
| 85 tie down any believer to a regular form which 
iv may not omit, or drive him from the Table 
hecauſe the ordinance was unexpected, or ſome 
peculiar calls prevented him from particular pre- 
VCUS:EXErciles of retircinent, examination, medi- 
. "MS: Ce tation 
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tation and prayer; no : though it were defirable tc 


be thus employed before, and in general ſuch pre- 


paäatation will greatly conduce to the enlivening our 
hearts, and be a means of leading us in a more 


ſacramental frame to the Table, yet he that hath 
the Lord JESUS formed in him, is always called 


5 upon to come and receive the tokens of his love. 


" T the celebration of the feaſt itſelf the follow- 
ing obſervations will deſerve our attention, and, 1 
- truſt, miniſter 1 to our edification. „„ 


1. H OW we Doald: improve the time before — 
we come to the Lord's Table. 


I. Ho W to demean ourſelyes 2 at the T ablt 


III. TAI ule we ſhould make of what time 
remains when we. return fr on the T able. | 


= 2 Þ FR p34 lehratios of the Lord! 55 Supper We 
chould approach the Table with a frame of mu 
ſuited to the particular occaſion, As, 

1. With a deep ſenſe of our own unwor- 
thineſs. The ſervice ended, when commun! 
cating begins ſome ſhort time for recollection 
afforded us; our firſt thoughts then ſhould SH 
be of the great condeſcenſions of Caris'r, thy k | 
| ſuffers ſuch. rebellious, ſuch ſinful duſt and aſhes a+ 
we are to approach his Table: the deeper ſenſe we 

: have of our vileneſs the more ſhall we admire the . 


grace of a dying Saviour; and ye can never enowug; b 


abaſe ourſelves, the loweſt we can think of en 
ſelves will be leſs than the truth of our Kate we If 


x 
oy 
— 


ee at the tarts Supper. 30 


: the ol; Patriarch could ſay, he was leſs than the 
W/ aſt of all God's mercies, what may we? induced the 
confeſſion put into our mouths, that „* we are not 
7» worthy of ſo much as the crumbs that fall from. 


8 HRIST ' Table,” ſhould now be drop. upon 


our hearts, in ſome ſuch thoughts as theſe, * EC WW n. at 


* am . Lozp Gon, that I ſhould appaach thy FD 
8 0 Table? What am I, who am unw orthy to be put 


among the dogs of the flock, that I ſhould be fed 
7th with children 8 bread? What am I that I ſnhould 
& fee the King at his Table: who have fo diſhon- 


* ovred him as IJ have done? What am Lthat 1 


7 ſhould come to claim ſuch in expreſ ible privileges? 


. TI who deſerve nothing but deats,. nothing but 


« hel!?“ As Aephibajbeth ſaid to David, That . 
ar 7, that the ting 2 11 15904 4p 2 a azad 9g as 
Jam? Gop, to uſe the language of the Pſalmiſt, | 


Tf loves to take us fr om the dunght il, before & he lets: 


Us among the princes, Ele that bundieth bimjelf | 


foall 7 he exalted.” LE | 5 ; „ 


2. WE mould draw ned wit th reverence and 
£0 d! V fear, remembring With whom we are tran- 
acting, even with the Gop of ory; before whom. 
ten thouſand times ten thouand burning ſeraphs 


miniſter, 'and whom angels adore; remembring 


what an awfu} work we are calling to mind, even 

that ſcene which the earth tremb Jo d and the fun 

grew dark to be -hold : remembring how great 

an affair is now in hand, no let; than che ſealing 5 

to. us the eterna 11 redemption of our r fouls. theſe . 
| vIeWs 


— 


me > ad ' nnn 8 war's wry N 
enn n, 
nnen , 
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views will ſhew-us that the frame of our minds RE 
a cannot be enough ſerious and reverential, If God b 
wo # always to be feared i in the alle mbly of | his ſaints, and a 
#0 be had in reverence of all that are round about him, es 
when ought our exerciſe of this temper to be ſo b 
deep and ſolemn as in this moſt holy and ſacred 3 
aſſembly? If the angels themſelves approaching 1 
his throne are repreſented as veiling their faces Oo 
with their wings, how ought awe to ſpread its - = 
lent dread upon our ſouls. and our countenance to 5 
_ . receive the ſacred impreſſion, when we arc ap- . 
pProaching his Table? Dare we ruſh into tlie 85 
preſence of an carthly monarch without veneration 1 
e reſpect, and ſhall we not be much more care- 
ful how we draw neat to him whoſe throne is in 
the heavens, and whoſe kingdom ruleth over all? 
That great Jenovan, that eternal Gop, whe N . 
humbleth himſelf When he bzholds the things in 1 
heaven, and how much more when he ſtoops to =— 36 
treat and commune with poor dyin ing ünful worms. mA 
of the earth? 1 
W ſhould. 1 Sub difltaRtion, | ; 
: The ſenſe. Bug GOD ſhould baniſh every other 
thought. We ſhould Jeave the world behind {Os a 
and for ag time ſeck to diſengage our ſelves from Da 
_ every care or concern about it; lifting up dun LE 
| hearts to him to reſtrain our wandrings, and feds Wo 
on the point before us, as much as may be with- il [ 
out diverting from it to the right hand or. the left, ä 
And in order hereto it will be arofitable to keep out 
eyes from looking round Athy to have io. {ettic wn 
work 


— at FR Lins Lins: . 
= worldly affairs before as to prevent their intruſion, > 
and to keep out thoughts recollected, that we may : 5 
feel ourſelves ſtanding as it were naked and open 
before him with whom we have to do, ſeeing him 
dat is inviſible; the tempers of our minds calm 
and ſerene, and all « our e fixed, ſedate and Fo 


_ attentive. 


4 W? waa come with 3 8 | 
In Gon, as our reconciled Father in CMRIST. As 
we are not going to hear our condemnation, but 
to receive our renewed acquitance and aſſurance 
of favour, we ſhould approach in the character of 
children, ſhould poſſeſs the confidence of children, 
with gladneſs and ſingleneſs of heart coming to the 
Table where our Father gives the teſtimony” of his 


regard to us. Te come with flaviſh trembling. 


and confuſion to a feaſt of love is utterly e 


and ſhews either that we are unacquainted with 
the nature of the ordinance, or have not that faith. | 
which embraces the promiſes and realizes the fign.. 


We muſt remember we are approaching a Table 
which love, eternal love, hath ſpread for ſinners. 
That we have ſuch a powerful Advocate for us en- 
_ - tred into the heavens, that we may come boldly 


0 the throne of grace, and not fear a difappoint- 5 


5 ment. And that therefore in the ſtrength of all 


this we may without preſumption, if we are really ; 
children of Gop, draw near with a true heart in. 
full aſſurance of faith. This diſpofition is as hon= _ 
ourable to Gop as comfortable to ourſelves, and: : 

: molt needful now to be exerciſed when every foul. 


_ thould!. 
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1 0 The Conmpnicaxr' 5 ; the itual Companion. 


_” | ſhould rejoice and be exceedii „ glad, and triumph 
in the Gop of his ſalvation, When people come 
; to the Communion as criminals to the bar, it plainly * 

ſhewys they are ſtill under the Law, and are in bon- 
dage unto fear; that they have been. reſting on their 
own preparation, and atraid of their own worthi- 
___neſs, as though they mutt be e in. ſuch a meaſure 
: good, h and they were afraid they had not arrived 
at the meaſure they propoſed to themſelves, thus 
making faith void, and the promiſe of none effect. 
bs But believing fouls (un) 1 fer @ jea on, , need le, | 
_ the ey be in hat vineſs threug) manifold temptations) will . 
be chearful ones; they come. humble yet conſe 
| dent, ſerious yet chear! ul. „ N 

8 WE ſhould draw near with bakers and chirſt 5 

i after righteouſneſs. Juſt as at our meals appetite 
makes the feaſt, ſo it js here; He filleth the hungry 

with good things, and 7 ndeth the rich empty away. 
Such earneſt cravings then as your body hath after 
food, ſuch your tou! ſhould have after CHRIST and 
his righteouſneſs, that you may be found in hun, 
Conſider what you would feel if you travelled 
through. a barren and dry land, would vou not 1 
$a ay, hungry ard thirſty your foul fainted ! woul: 
not you cry, Water, water to cool the burn- 
ing tongue ! ? would you not drink deep into the 
| team when from the rock the river iſſued forth _ 
at your cry and refreſhed your parched throat“ 
This world is that barren land, your foul that 
parched traveller, CHRIS the living rock, the 
ordinances the pools of Water r, to which if any man 


thirts 


Conf derations a 


\ thirſt let him come nd drink, yea come and take 
of the water of life fre:ly, See then that your 
hunger and thirſt be felt, ſee that you reliſh and 


find ſuch expreſſions as theſe agreeable to your 18 


frame and temper As the hart panteth after the 
ter brooks, jo longeti my loul after thee, O God. 
20 4% foul 1s athir/t for God, even for the living G; 


when fall I come uber in the preſence of God! „ 1 

ben you will find your heart drawn up to greater . 
nearneſs to Gon: your aftections will be more 

united to him, and, as the refreſhments of food to 


hungry man, this feaſt will de a feafl of fat 


: 10 HNgS, ef, fat tht ings 25 of: marrow, & x wine on the 


ces Wei! wefined... 85 5 
5. WE ſhould come with enlivened « xpectations. 


UE receiving according to the neceſſities of our 


© Jouls: Having before examined our Rate in order 


o diſcover what graces we moſt ſtood in need of, 


nat corruptions e called for mortification, what try- 


ing circumſtances have moſt endangered us, here 
we muſt look upon our ſelves as fure to receive grace 
our Wants. 800 5 


and ſtrength proportioned t 
who calls upon us is tl e. 5 ORD of all grace, and 


be gives like a King „ liberally to eve ry one that 
5 feth, and this. too uizall exceeding. abundantly 
above ail we can aſx or think, all that CHRIST has 
purchaſed, and that is no leſs than all the bleffings 

ot time and eternity, we may put in our requeſt 
bor zu and inſtead of being thought unreaſonable in 
our deſires, the more en! larged they are the inore 
pleaſing wil ; hey be to Gov, We cannot ex- 


the Lord's Sujper, | 2 os = 
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: 2 64 The CommuntcanT" b fpivitcal Sanne. 


. pet to receive ſo. much as he i is willing to give, 

full meaſure heaped up and running over will be 
pour into the boſom of thoſe who come to him 
with enlivened faith, and big with expectation of 
5 receiving, not for our deſerts indeed but for his 


* 


righteouſneſs ſake. 


J. We ſhould approach with W charicy. 5 
This is commanded us above all things, and moſt 
needful when we are celebrating together this vi- 

_ fible Communion of Saints; where we join in one 
body to eat the ſame bread and drink the ſame cu 
Before you come here you will have taken care ta 
_ purge out the old leaven of malice and wick: 2 
nels, that, as the elect of Gop, you might put on © 

- bowels of mercies, kindneſs, long-fuffcring, pe 

with a peculiar affection love the brethren; here 
this love will have a lively exerciſe on the © bjects 
before you ; you will find your heart altending 

up in prayer over them, thankful for them, 425 ö 

lighting in them, regarding them as dear unto 5% 

as your own. ſoul, at leaſt deſiring to be fo affect 

ed, and chiding your heart for the deadneſs which 


at any time you CXPEICNCE, | Then Whilſt the 


Miniſter of the Fenn is praying over them that 
the Body and Blood of CNISsTH would keep their 
bodies and fouls unto everlaſting life, you will be 

wreſtling in prayer together for them, and ſend- 


ing up to heaven a cloud of incenſe in your inter- 


eeſſion for them, that they may not go away with 

out a bleſſing; according to the promiſe that where 
two or three arc agreed JOSE concerning 5 any... 
1 thing 3 


Conſiderations of the Lars be. py 65 
thing they mould alk 1 in Cusler 5 name it __ | 


| beg given them. ” 
1955 8. Ws ſhould 1 with a val fonts of 5 
the tranſaction itſelf. Cukxisr crucified beſore 
our eyes, ſhould pierce our hearts with ſhiime for 
our fins, His love ſhould awaken our mot tively 

— affeQtons his unſpeakable gift draw out our warm- 
'- ell zratitude ; and all our ſouls melted i into ſelf-loth- 
ing, humble joy, and holy delight, ſhould teſtify 
7 how highly we eſteem this moſt ſolemn ordinance, 
 Thele views dwelling upon our minds, will greatly 
| contribute to render our devotions betore we com- 
municate fervent, humble and joyous ; (and furely = 
our hearts muſt be hard indeed, if on our knees | 
there before the Lord we find not ſome gracious | 
rclentings, ſome delightful enlargen ents of ſoul 
towards JesUs CuRisr) nor is a lively ſenfible 
experience of theſe things at any time more deſir- 
able or more proper than now, considering where 
we are, what v We 6. remember, and how we are in- : 
tereſted in it. 
Iuksz are che things which will ſhew our frame 
* ſpirit to be ſacramental. Not that I would mean 
— lay, chat though we ſhould come ſhort in one 
o Other or all of theſe, we ſhould therefore be un- 
ft for the ordinance; no: but we ſhould labour 
alter theſe, be humbled for our great defectiveneſs 
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long low advancements, whilſt the higher meaſures _ {i 
es attain of theſe things the more comfortable will, 1 
1 r communion be, as well as more profitable. 1 
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0 The COMMUNICAN T's ſpiritual Companion. bee 
II. Having thus improved the ſhort time be- 


fore the Lord's Supper, when we come to the 
Table we muſt mind the grand buſineſs we have 


* 


to do there, which is to receive CHRIST's pledge 


in token that he hath received us, and to make a 
ſolid ſurrender of our fouls to him, fo that hence. 
F forth our Maker 1s our huſband, and we are 90 


longer ou r own but his. Whilſt the Miniſter then 


is about to put the elements into our hands, and 


to make his prayer over us, this ſarrend der thon'd 


| be made in the fol! owing Way. 


1. DELIBERA EL xv. Haring counte d the <oft; 1 
on one hand we ſee a merciful and all- ſuff clent 
Saviour who bach all grace to pardon and all pow: er 
to renew, promiſing us to undertake for us, 19 
bleſs, | preſerve and comfort us ; yet withal, we be- 
ing corrupt and fallen creatures, this cannot be 
Gone without a courſe of ſelf-denial and mort;hc1- 


tion of our members upon ea Irth, though to en- 


courage us to it this be moſt intimately connected 
with eternal glory. On the other hand we ſee th 
| indulgences of fefh aud ſenſe, the pleaſures 0 60 


for a ſeaſon, but withal the cel of Gop in tf! 


and in eternity; we are therefore through; grace 


fully diſpoſed to renounce the one and choole i 


other. This cannot be done too clearly and coc Iv. 
Before at our devotions we cannot be too lively 


and feryent in ſpirit, here we cannot be too delibe 


rate. Chooſing CHRIST as our beſt portion, _ 
whatever mortification and ſelf-denial, whatever 

reproach, whatever dificultics may attend his (cr- 
* T6 oY 


* 


22 * at the Jinks Supper. 67 


Vice, that ſo we may not in a fit of devotion ſwear 
we will go with him to priſon and to death; and 
then by and by, when corruptions ſtrice and Satan 
tempt '$, Or. cribulation comes, be offended, and go 


back from our engagements; but ſo imply and 


= Read ey ſet our Nan to the plough as never to 
look back, but | be faithful unto death that we "oy 
receive the « :rown of life. | 


Hop: MBLY, We may not. be ao but | 
in te LOG, and the | E/ of " his UK We are 


Bip rer . "Dos py work in us 100 5 as he hatn 


Wro: cht in us to will; and it is with this view we. 


muſt urrender up ourſelves to him, humbly ſen- 


* 
1 1 
1 * * 


| ble t rat. We are not in any wile ſuſicient of ours. 


; P 
4 


ſelve „but we commit our ſouls into his hands as 
5 Faithful Creator. The ſenſe of our own nothing- 
is ſhould eſpe cially lie upon our hea arts, when We 
art admitted to this awful covenant, and receive 


the ſeals of it, into our hands. All is from the 
by nb, he alone that hath begun his work in us 


an Fer the ſame, and enable us tn abice faith- 
ft to the vows which are upon us. 


3 CHEAREFULLY., We are a vulling people, 
we give vp our ſouls to CHRIST, and all we have, 
and are to be forever his; not ſo mu ch becauſe we 
© bound to do it, as becauſe we delight to do it. 
e are a free-will offering, drawn not driven, 


x » 
= * 


hearty not reſerved, love fixes our choice and 


CHRIST is to us all in all, We wiſh we had a 


thouſand hearts to give him, we would not heſitate 
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6 The Cnmome ANT? $ foivituat Companion, 


1 88 to bart with any thing he calls for, we would te 5 


: light in that which he commands. With a wil 
ing mind we take his eaſy yoke and light Rs: 


and are pleaſed with every opportunity of renew. 
ing our bonds, that we may ee, be united . 


5 So to the Lok our head. 

4. SINCERELY. OP deed is the life of + the 
ee A double heart, a reſerved ſurrender 18 An 
abomination before hn If our eye pitics, 0 
our heart ſpares one evil temper, one ſin, if v. 


ſhould diſſemnble with our lips, and flatter him with-. 


our tongue, Wo unto us; he that fecth our thourki: 


_ afar off would condemn us cv en on our knees at 
5 the Table. Though we ſhould deceive ourſelves 6 


by our hypocriſy, Gop cannot be mocked. Ws 


muſt be ſincere before him, our naked ſouls Mon 1 
5 be ex poſed to bis view, and an honeſt : appec for Y 
..- our hearts that Gon himſelf knows we defiie te 

make no-reſerve, See to this, that you make no 


partial ſurrender. 30D muſt have all our hearts 


or none ; if we diyide them by fixing one part on 


the world, if we would plead for ever fo little of 
its ſinful induigences, if we want to reconcile tc F 
| fervices of GOD and mammon, allowing par: 
our affections to the pleaſures, vanities, intereſts 
or gain of this preſent evil world, and think Oe: 


wil be ſatisfied with the remainder, we are utter! | 


miſtaken, The true ſurrender is to give up- 
and to take CRIST as Lord of all; our Kine to 


reign over us, as well as our propitiation and ata 


ment. Tas is ſincerity, much talked of, little 


koovu 


ATP" See that it be your own caſe, without 


it the ſtrongeſt promiſes, the greateit outward re- 
formation, the moſt lively pangs of devotion, a a 


torrent of tears, or the moft ſolenin remorſe, will 


but deceive you. Coolly, humbly, chearſully and 


=_ cholly. without paruality and without hypocriſy, 
cefire to give up. your ſoul to CrrisT ; that ſo 


| 2 may be able to adopt the words of an excel- 


lent Chriſtian, and teſtify as he did : 


But if 1 might make ſome reſerve, i 
c And duty did not call; 

« 1 love my LorD with fk 2 % 
«6 That 1 would give him all.” 


Er will be a bleſſed ordinance indeed it you can 


e fuck to be the frame of your heart at CynisT's 


Tobie e, and ſeal it by the ſolemn pledges of the 
Body and Blood of Ouxlsr which are put into 


your hands. Here then you will ſee at the firſt 


view the abfardity and ig 8 it b be etrays, to be 
01 ning up to the Lord's Table reading ſome book 
of dev otion, and in a formal dull. Way co be ſup- 
17 Ning the want of ſpirituality by ſuch a lf clefs 


epetition of a number of word, Sureh y if you 
© to give up vour heart to CHRIST, if vou 


cel the obligations lying upon you to 40 fs vou 
can neve r need to reed it out of a book; your eye” 


* 
N FN 


ih be on your heart not the paper, and you 
14 


re remeinbrin, g, and calli 18 forth this heartineſs, 
lin gay „ and fincerity of {oul + with Which vou 


chocſe the + Eo for your por non. 


| Cnftbraine at the Z. 717. . + 


d be lookin & to the dear Saviour whom vou 
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7⁰ The Commmicant 5 ſpiritual e. 
= Thus, you may know how to behave at the 
Lord's Table. And then, e 1 
"8; Warn you depart from thence, : > ſuppe We 
the following things eat be a prope r exerciſe fc; 
you, | | 1 8 | | 
. You ſhould retire to vour pla ice, ind has 
0 begin with an Amen to all that hath paſſed ; re 
_newing=before Gov the folemn renunciation of 5 
fin and choice of CrurtsT which vou have made, 
and the | bearty p pete! you have of abiding by it 


You ſhould there offer again your earneſt ſup" 


cations for grace to be fait chful, and chat you may 
really be enabled to receive the Lord Jzsvs, 13. 
maſter to ſerve, as well as a portion to enjoy ; that 

b © 10 this G0 may be your (30D for ever and Leref, 


ol you may be his even unto death. 


- You ſhould depart with admiration of the 
1 5 e e and grace yeu have experienced. 
That ever the Gop of glory ſhould ſtoop tor Jook 

upon you; that ever Jesus Car 18s ſhould admit 


* 


you to his Table : 5 that cver the Hol. * 8 HOST 


ſhould make your heart his dwelling ; t that ven 
0e 


ſuch great and prec us promiſes (ould be mad: 


to you ; - that ever you ſhauld be permitted te 1 
ceive the ſeals of 80 covenant eſtabliſhed with the 
8 high and holy one that inhabiteth eternity; hae. 
ever he ſhould inſtitute ſuch an ordinance to con- 
frm your faith in his Purpoſes of mercy towards 
you. How aſton ini ing is all this, enough al 0 


to ſurpet $ belief, did not G0 himſelf af: 


that all this is hi: will Concerning us! Yet ſtill 


3 
ek 


92 


> more amazed, when you conſider what you are, 


a creature in the loweſt rank of rational beings, a 


i poor worm whoſe breath 1 is in his noſtrils, 2 dy- £ 
ing mai ſprung from the duſt andreturiing to the 
ain; and more than all a finful a corrupted _ 
creatare by natiire, by practice become the abo- 1 
mination of that Gon who is of puter eyes than 

£0. be bold iniquity, but now pardoned, adopted, 


4 "1 
71 1 * 1 
ON. AI 


counted ri ghteous, ſanctified, N calted to the moſt 


amazing privileges, even to be the heir of Gop, 

10 joints heir with CHRIST, ke. ar, O heavens, 
Ind be aſtoniſhed, O earth! Admire, ye angels 
that furound his throne, hill: Ve miniſter to us 
bel o. 1. What tongue Ca in tel! the wonders ar: 


Fedor ming grace! | who can he! P breaking for chi iN 


üben What manner of love i is his whilſt 
5 chelmed. with wonder too big for utterance, 
in ſilence we believe, admire and adore? Such « 
| ſenſibility will ſhew a right apprehenſion of the 


ccatneſs of the grace beſtowed on us. And, 


3. WE ſhould be filled with thankfulneſs, Such. 
a;rame is the conſequence of the former, admir- 
Th 15 the grace our h carts cry out, II hat reward hall 


elbe Fo Lord for all his benefits beflowed upon 
zue © . the Lord, 0 My foul, and all that 1s 
i P ule bis Holy name z praife the Lord, O 


8 7 „ 3 
my JE? © and forg et 710 ot all his Det neſits; [ will P? 44 


with joyful 5 bs, yea as ang 2 have any being 


'/ fog profes to my God. Tice are the out- 
5 e of the ſoul who hath ta fied tzat the 
Lon is Eraclous z not the fo ma! thanks of pha- 


rilalcal 
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riſaical ceremony, but the inward, deep, heart eh 
expreſſions of a foul that kibouts to tell the Lord ; 
__ Je3vs how deeply he admires the grace in which 
he hath partaken; and a bleſſed frame thi- 


The comfort of it to the foul is as great as th, 


| honour done to Gon thereby ; for OP" offer, th 


5 me praiſe, ſaich he, he glor el me. 


4. Wk ſhould depart with a ſenſe of our great 
e fection in all our ſervices, This. is needtu] „ 

| Jeft if we have received much ſpiritual conſolation 
we ſhould be exalted above meaſure; and truly 

_ cauſe enough there is for it, ſeeing in our beſt at. 

tendances upon Gov there js ack lacking, ank 

when we have done all may juſtly ſay we arc un _ 

profitable ſervants. And who that knows his h 
heart will not have cauſe to mourn over fome un- 


belief, ſome coldneſs, ſome deadneſs, ſome wan⸗- 
dring, ſome indiſpoſition, ſome want of a lively 
exerciſe of grace, ſome undue affections? _ al 


muſt be laid to our corruptions, whilſt all that is 
good in us thould be aſcrib'd to Gop's free gra, 


and the praiſe given to him to whom alone rail 
is due, Our very communicatings indeed Woule 


be our confuſion and condemnation, yea cyen 'of 
the beſt of us, if we had not one in heaven to bear | 
the iniquity of our holy things, and to pardon the 
imperfection of our fervices, as well as the guilt 


of our fins; aud therefore always to be clothed 


With humility, and to ſtand before Gov in the 


perfect righteouſneſs of CnrIsr, is the way to be 
always accepted of Gon, 


IT but bleſſed paradox of St Paul, thou for 4 uf 1, 


vet always rejoicing. Indeed our forrows are a part 
& our joy, and that we can feel or mourn over 
our imperfections is no ſlight N 80 en 5 
love tower us. And when ſhall we rejoice if 


not now, hen, we have ſeen the ery have found 


a welcome and received refreſhment at bis Table, 5 
| ave joined ourſelves to him in bonds of an ever- 


laiting covenant, have eſpouted our ſouls to him 


in truth and Tel righteouſneſs, and Pur « on the ſeal 
of © vil adoption, the ring of our contract, and en- 


jovad fpiritual communion with nim, Fo” obtained 
- new ſupplies of grace from ht m:! ſurely may we 
lay, 1 will rejoice and be glad in ther » 4 will remems 


2 thy babe mere than wine, I will make pention of : 
te lvoing-kindneſſes of the Lord, and the þ praiſes of 
te Lord, according to all the great go * that the. 

Lord hath beflowed upgn me. Tio px ho! y Joy! 1 


TY w different from the mirth of vanity, which 
es the heart ſad 1 how different from the ſhort- 


3. 


nd toys of this world which are but“as the ſud- 
4 55 , 9 5 N f a 
ly 


expiring blaze of thorns, This is the foretaite 
- Of tern al bliſs, a drop of thoſe everlaſting pleaſures 
Our of the ocean, from which we ſhall thortly be 


reple: Sled at Gov's right hand for cvermore. 


6. WE ſhould depart with freth courage to „ght 


© Lorp's battles againſt the world, the fleſh, 


E. „ Ae 


2 ccc * 


Wee, at the Sad $ „ . 73 | 
5. We ſhould rejoice in CHRIST Je59s, ad} n_-- 
| theſe freſh teſtimonies of his love towards us. To 5 
be abaſed for what we ſee amiſs in ourſelves, and 


pet happy in CuRisT Jesus, explains that ſtrange 
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and the devil. It was ſaid of the primitive Chi 


tians when they met for theſe holy purpoſes, that at 
e they went in as lambs but came out as lions.“ 60 
5 mould it be ſaid of us. | Receiving ſtrengthi from 
the Loxp we ſhould depart With full” put pole of | 


heart to cleave unto and labour for the LORD to 5 
ſhew forth all holy zeal and boldneſs, and ice 


to be aſhamed of out profeſſion, or act unſuital) 


to it. This ordinance ſhould mightily NIE _ 185 
frre nothet n and ſtabliſh us, fo that our ſouls, ma-. 


nifeſtly refreſhed by I, way be prefling forwards 


amidſt ſurrounding enemies with renewed. vigour, 
1 e the mark. for the abs 1%? Y ar e calling in 


8 Chi ift Feſus 8 e by 


7. Lal y, | W 2 out 4 depart with increa aft 8 
dleſires after the eee of heaven. If in thick 


lower courts the glimpſe of glory be ſo delightſu, FE 
What muſt the full blaze of that beatiiic viſion be, 


when we ſhall no longer through the. dark glals « of 
faith, but ſace to Crew heho Id Jg. ESUS As he 181 


Wzäen we ſhall ſee him with our worte al eye n- 
1 throned to bleſs and glorify. his ee and find 
all our ſouls infinitely more happy in the intimate | 


union to and communion wich him.” than now 


it is poihbie for us to conccive. ere our joys 


are at beſt imperf+ Ct, ard ſome tears of forrow 0 
what reinains of darkneſs and Un ſtill iteal de 
our cficeks, but there eve ery tear ſhal! ! be 3 
ſrom our eyes, there imperfection will be no 110! © 
we Mall be like him as he is, perfil as eu, fü, 
which 1s in heaven ts Perfect. Hath our fa ith the: 
5 1 . 


dushu un at the 2 wt 1 | Supper. 0 25 75 


entre into that within the vail, have we Pk 5 
Jxsus fitting on the right hand of Gop, how can 
we but deſire ts depart and be with Chriſt, which is 
far letter? how can we but long for the wings of _ 


| a dove that we may fly away and be at reſt in this 


dear Saviour's boſom? Is faith at preſent ſo com- 


fortable, is hope only ſo pleaſing ? what muſt it 


then be when faith is Joſt; in ſight, and hope in en- | 


joyment? See then that your fouls pant high for 
glory, and that you go away from this Table 


with ſuch a heavenly mind, as both br; down 
a taſte of heaven below, and ſha rPens the defire 
after. the full enjoyment of everlaſting reſt. his 


will be a profitable uſe of the or; dinance. T c: an 


3 pray: for nothing more conducir to your et erna 


vation, n that ſuc may be abi lingly : and in- 
creafingly the holy frame of. your m ind. Tak: 
you will know the ble eiling of diſcerning the Lok D 


dy, and fin d by del.vhifil expetie „ce, chat t 
Body and Biood of CHRIST thus received: will 
keep your body and foul unto ev erlaſti ing life. 
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eee, 


CHAP. V. 


2 ns e. the Covimunicant's 15 I alk with 


COD 895 receiving "he LORD's 8 SUPPER, 


AVING hitherto I 4 you on from the nature 
_ "of the ordinan ce to the dil poſitions neceliary 
_ for partaking of it, and the frame wherein we 


thowld approach 7 gn d's Table | would con- 5 


1853 
clude the whale with ſome conſiderations of what 


ſort our after- converſation ſhould be, and by what 
| A means we may be enabled ſo to walk as becor mes: 
ioieffon. : This bein, 25 the great end of the 
ance, that its interner may abide with us, 5 
UE 


OUT 


F 
ordin 


and that it be not looked upon as a ceremonious 


wilt Ve "hich we may forget. ti l the. ime. returns. 
again. And here E ſolemnly HOO ER all you 


who have e partaken in theſe holy myſterics, to texe 
| heed to yourſelves left you lose the things vou han 8 


wrought. Remem! Der Judas, Who n0 ſoone . Te- 


ceived the. op but Sat an centred into him, Ant 


though he to ofte; 1 had eat a ind drank at Crim) 
by Table, was a {on of perdition and. W J h h 
Maier. And the my if, as we have ae 5 
R 4 
i: 


would take Cer Nis for our N 
his {athful and covenant ſervants, or lat the F bre. 


aſter, and Jive as 


Diane 4 FR with G 0 D. NF 
f thien and friends, then muſt we ſhew forth the. 
fol lowing converſation, „ | 5 

1. WE ſhould go. forth into the ww 15214 pee 5 
ing his name. We muſt not be aſhamed of CnRISTH 
5 nor bis cauſe, We ſho. id ſpeak. for his honour and 
glory i in his croſs. Profeſſion now becomes pecu- f 
| liarty demanded from us as Communicants ; and 
whilft in theſe evil days vital Chriſtianity and real 


5 Fug or 1s branded with every opprobrious name, 


that an uncodly world, who know not the truth, 
ean invent; we maſt heartily welcome theſe re 
goac! hes, and Walk K ſo as to deere them; ; not fi- 
tent, hiding our heads, ſealing up our lips, and 
leaving the world to their own ways, but by an 
open declaration at every proper ſeaſon bear! ring 
A itimony againſt them, that their v. orks are cvil; 
boldly rebuking vice by Word as well as practice; 


Jas 29 fellregfpip 021: 1% the unf witfid + 297 &5 of 8 8 


narawefs, but ſeparating ourſelves from all ntimiate | 
5 lociety with every brother who walketh diforceily, 


whoſe converſation agrees not with the ſimplicity 


of the goſpel. This | will make us. ſingui; Ar, it 18 


1 8 true, we ſha}! be un! ice the world, and diſi caie 


the world; but wherefore did we meet at CarisT's 
Table but to make our ſolemn declaration to him 
mat we are not of the world, even as he is not of 
the world? and how ſhall we dare be fo unfaith- 
5 vl as to go forth and niix again familiarly and as 
ſom friends with es ſe who are enemies to the 
15 01 of CHRIST, who glory in their ſhame, who 
mind earthly things? To take up our croſs and 
N | E 3 e tollow 
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follow CHRIST, was our ſacramental vow. But 
how unfaithfully have many of you hitherto per- 
formed it? how utterly ſtrapgers are you this lay 
to any reproach or ſhame for CurisT's fake? 
Where is your croſs that you bave born in the 


world? Alas! you go from the Lord's Table and 
return again to the world juſt as be fore, loft in 118 _ 
cares, pleaſures and vanities ; and how then 9 8 ad.” 


the world potfivly have any quarrel with you? ve 


* 9 
* 


ane of the world, and therefore the world live; e 
o- Vo never by your profefhions diſturb the. 
| Cit umbers or ſec urity of the unawakened uls around 
you; the dull form of a ceremonious duty will r 
prove nobody, unleſs there be afterwards "MR 
thing more of profeſſion than this mere act of com- 


© municating. But be fincete and then YOu cannot - 


"60 ape; ge into the world, ſpeak as a Chri "Har, 
profes your views, live for CHRIsT, and then th th 

world and you will have no longer fellowſhip ; Fi 
if you are thus choſen out of the world, the weld 
cannot but hate vou. Let this, brethren, conito: 

you who beat forth Cunlsr's name in the wolld. 
as Well as at his | "able ;- the croſs is an hono me 


+ able badge, to be reproached for righteouſneſs ſake 


is happineſs. The remembrance of our ſurrender 


to CHs will make us count all things light and f 
ealy, and ſuff ering as a Chriſtian we need: not be 


aſhamed; we know In whom we have belier ed; 
we know under W. hoſe banners we have taken the 
Sacrament to fight, and Gon forbid we ſhow! 
quit Our colours tor ſha ne, reproach, ey)l reps 


Ae * 


2 for his ſake to "priſon or to death, 


2. WE muſt practiſe as we profeſs, Going : 
forth to give up our whole bodies fouls and ip! rits 
10 Conner: and to walk worthy the high vocation | 
wherewith we are called, we ſhould carry away 
with us impreſted upon our hearts the vows we have 
made, that ſo whenever fin would tempt us, we 
may have this anſwer to make, How fb; all 1 do this. 
wicked thing, aud fin again Gd, who have but lately | 


ſo ſolemnly given up myſelf to him? If CHrLsT 
hath been pleaſed to take us for his own, ſhall we 


rob him of the purchate of his Blood, and diſhon- | 
our him who hath ſo highly exalted us: 7 foniy | 


this would be as ungrateful as guilty, 
..of the e world will be upon us, and the y are piere- 


ing and quick, if they ſee our converſation to: be. 
Ne thing different from their own » they eil! aps 


# bat as Ve more than ethers 5 an d wh: 't ad intag 


wil this give to the adverſurics Ot. the Lo: 4 to 
blaipheme ? 0 "Th ele, ſay they, 1 CG 


„ nicants; he re er are al! devotion, but go home 


with them from chu; ch, and you ee them as 
8 paſſionate and proud, as covetous and worldly, 


as vain and trifling, as falſe and dec „ as any 
ok their neighbours.” 


bring 1 pon you? what a diſgrace will it be t o your . 
rc 1? and how w ij] religion be. wounded, « even 


+ 


n the houſe of its friends, by your unhecoming 


converſation ? may not the advertaxics of the Lord 


* 3 then 


e fo walling RY 0 0D. 9 


5 Ae or reviling g. yea though we were called | 


— 1 „ ö 2 a . 
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And if this be 2 the caſe 
with any of vou, brethren, What a curſe will it 


i . 
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then be hardned in their ſins, and confirmed i: 
their prejudices, whilſt they ſee under the outward 
i cloke of profeſſion that rank hypocriſy lurks With 
in; and, ſaving outward appearance, that you at, 
neither more humble, more holy, more mortifed, 
more heavenly- minded than themſelves? Surely 
it were betten for ſuch an one, unleſs merc y e- 
1 ſtore him, that a None Were. hanged about bi. 
neck ard that he Wyre caſt into the midſt. of the-- 
eu, than that ever he approached the Table of the 
- Lord. But if you would not have this heavy guilt 
lying upon vour ſouls, then you muſt labour: to 
adarn the doc tr inie of God you. Saviour in all things, 
by ſuch an unblame: ible conduct. that they wha 
| ſeek occafion againſt you may be . 


ed, and find no evil thing juſtly to ſay of you 
Your lives ſhould be as the light of the mor 17 
hich ſhineth more and more unto the perfect d: 


5 0 your works ſuch as may glorify your Fatho ” 
which is in heaven. 1 hen if men ſpeak evil of 


your good converſation in CirIsT, theſe ets 


ries of the Lord ſhall be found liars, and all who. 
will inquire even here, will detect their malice; and 


in the great day f the Lord they ſhall be covered 


with confuſion, and receive the reward of {jizz © 
lip. and a deceitful tongue 11 the lake which burn: by 
wat fire and brimſtone, which ts the ſecond death, 


WE muſt 80 forth particularly to exerciſe 


5 che ate of our reſpective ſtations and relations 
in life. Herein eſpecially the power of religion 18 
ſnewn forth; a paſſionate maſter, a fretful miſtress, 


. | 


1 Dienen n for walting x with GOD. 81 


* : haughty huſband, a ſelf- willed wite, a crucl fa- 


ther, an undutiful ſon, a ſlothful-ſervant, or a falſe 


trie ends none oi © theſe can poſi bly have any 1 5 T7 


ions to real Chriſtianity. Io ſuppoſe it poſſible, 


„ould be ſu ppoſing a contradiction poſable, chat 
light and d dar knels, CRE IST and Belial could agree. 
:rticula r watchfulneſs w "I de necdful. In every 


family lies the gre: ateſt | proof of the itn Ceri: v of the 


members of itz they will prove the! r fidelity to. 
_ CaRivr by their love one towards another, ſhewn, 


1 7 3 


I! ! the I one er 1 OUS diſcharge of their [cVEi al rel: 1— 
Fa 


tions; the maſter ruling wich gentle: els, the Hs 


vant-{abouring with chearfuineſs and fidentv; the 
but! Da na kind and te? er the wite meek and. pO 


dent; the father mixi: ; parent al affection w ith. | 


ans Gy the n ing Ho love with diu- 
tt tubmiſton, and ſo? IN every other caſe. his 
; — 1 f a . ; 
vil make our. b. Dale: tem Pies, and. tie charity, 


KG 


forbearance, patience and ſubmiſſion ſhewn one to 


another in ſuch families, wil! be the moſt convinc- 
ing proof that CixisT "tt 7 dwells under that 
5 and ſuchi it is op wired of Communicents to 
And. towards thoſe who are without, the lame 
pint muſt ſhew itſelf, „„ 
(I.) In the upcightneſs of all our deal} Ng WT Ye 
our inte rcourle with the worid : Me ſha c. 5 
berond-or e 48 r brother in any matter, but ren- 
ring to ver, mam IS dus, b. ill 2x06 0 1101 any. 


thing. We that [1 49 our work as under the bonds“ 
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_ om the heart. We ſhall deal with each other. * . « 


"the limplicity which is in CHRIST, rc wouncing 1 

every hidden work of diſhoneſty, and abhorrin- 

the appearances of fraud or juſtice. And bos ? 
walking under a hi igher prin cipic than the world ) 
is ever acquainted wi ith, even under the eye ati ; 
Las in the preſence of a he art- ſe arching ( Gon, Ih! 2 
1 convince even thoſe we cannot convert, that ther: : 
is a power in the religion of Jesvs CHKLSπ to TI | 


that Which nothing upon earth can do beſide: 


T3) Ws mult thew it in che meek neſs of 
_ converſations. The power of religion is glor 
when it tames the impetuoſity of our pair 6, 
ſoftens our ſeverity into mildneſs, and puts a bri 
both on our hearts and tongues, Coming 6, OF 
the Table of a Seth and lowly Jesvs, we nick 
needs learn of him to be meek and lowly of he; 
if we would find reſt unto our fouls, It es: 
| hypocriſy to come with pretences-of ſeeking 7/2 
ui dem that is from aberhs. which is firſt parts ther. 
peaceable, gentie, caſy to be intro 76, and going hoer 
to diſturb all aro ind us by our paſho: is and 
verleneſs; initerd of © zentleneſe, to be a lion RE ou 
houſe, and frantic amo, Z Gur Krit Iinſtead af 
7 aft: 16ſs to be treated, Ape ble and un mere! 
zul; this is not to partake of the Fable of 


E ord, but the table of devils, for theie ATC: 
* aifpolitions of Sat ans, Let thi Se thin 5 brethreh, 


be fer oufty atten ded to, let it appzal wh 1 13. 
at his Table hath done for you by the 
wrought in your tempers, by the mild ifs, Wet 


At . 


n ——— r 


- Dire gien, fir walking with 00 D. 


; Sete | „ „„ 
(3.) BE temperate i; in 7 '1 things In che wort”, 
that its anxious cares and concerns do not engage 


YOu. immoderately, In your boch, that VOU deny 


18. cravings, making ug pr rviſien for int fleſh DY 5 


goth, drunkenneſo, gluttony or picaſure, to fulfil 
the Juſts thereof; They that are won As have both 


crutiſſed the regia and the fl: SUP with its as. 610 


wad lujts. A worldly covetous C emmugicant, 4 
drunken intemperate Commu icant, a lewd d 


5 Carnal Communicant, what can be fo monſtro! on 5 
_ thing? Can we receive the body of ChRIsT in 
One hand, whilſt we graſp the wo 1; i in the other? 


Can the ſame eyes that have looked. upon @ Cruci- 
ned. Saviour, indulge wantong gels Or be greedy of 


gain? Cun theſe hearts that have hoon mace the 
temples of the HoLy GHOST, erect the altar of. 


HJammon there, or entertain thoſe vile antcctions 
which Mut dene the ſacred pla lace ?: Let it appear 
chen that you are now ag longer debtars to the 


65 h 717 1 «ah — 1 5 N 21 - +, fl. thy, . SY va 9+ £ J 3 SS as Mg... 
1E to Ive alter che Rein, that Lr WIT (Gt. 88..C7 2161 


red unto vous and ae unto 117 T (4 ; 1 bY 
_ bigher enjoyments than fleſh of ſenſe, and. nobler 


proſpects than earth ean give you; and this may 


+ 7 
„Ins. 
Y- things, 


5 


ell make you dead to, the love of world!! 
1 temperate in the uſe of them. 


” 


4.) SHEW forth your love to your vrethren, 
4; good A, "Var; 57 the mantjoid 5: 82 5 of God 4, accord- 
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94 The count An s foi za Campanicn, 


riches, let us abound alſo in! 'berality ? have vo 
but little, let us ſhew our diligence to give of that 
little? The trifle we contribute at the. Table 

ſhould be as the first. fruits to fandtify our othe 


gifts, in token chat we do them al! in Curt: 


"name and for his fake. But there are other n 


far greater demonſtrations of love which we be. 
called to exerciſe towards our brethren than ths 
relief of their poverty, ſuch as bearing the inde. 
mities of the weak, condeſcending, to the meaneſt, 
_ Feady to belp them with our preſence, advice or 
| influence, where any or all of theſe may be yecet- | 
fary, counting none beneath our notice or BY | 
gard ; ſeeing the unſpeakable condeſcenſions 6 
CnRIST tous, who thaugh , he was in the form of God, 
_ thought it 0 robbery to be equal with God, yet buns. 
bled hin{felf, and made himſelf of no reputation, 0nd N 
too upon Fim the form! of a jervant. Have we really 
ſeen him come nf te be miniſired unto, but to mi. 
nifler ? have we (cen his love in giving bis life s 
ranſom: for us? how ought we then to love one 
another, yea to be re: dy to lay down, if need be, 
our lives for the brethren F for how dear ought 
thoſe bodies to be to us for which CARL8A“s bay 
was given? how precious ought thoſe fouls to | 
in our eyes, for which Cup! 's foul was forr 00 
ful, even unto death? This uriverſal love to all, 
but eſpecially to. thoſe 2000 ar of the houfhold 5) 
faith, wi ve mult go forth to excrcite, that ſo all Ke 
may know we are Crrrsr's diſciples, by that wh 
ſeigned alfection we bear one towards another. 


(5. OE 


if 


Direion for walbfig ith G [8] D. 85 
3. Ovn converſation after this ordinance hou | 
be oo heavenly, What hath a Chriſtian any 
longer to do among the tombs of this world, Wo 
is come from re; nembring a living, dying, riſen and 
- aſcend ed Saviour? Our bee eue, ſays St Pauli is 
in heaven, from wuhence we look for the Sac zbitur, the 
Lord Feſus Chriſt, Have we there remembred his 
coming again? what have we then to do but to 
make ready for it, that our aftectic ns being ſet on 
things in heav en, not on things on carth, we may 


© welt ome the day of Lis appearance and glory. 


wo re is the grand evidence of a Chriſtian. Others 


irect all their aims, purſuits and deſigns after the 
x kings which are ſeen and are temp: ral, he ſceks 
| always the things above, the things which are un- 


ieen to others, Put realized by faith to him, and 
weſt important becauſe cter: zal. See that this be 
Hur experience, that every time you communicate 


ou find the effects of it thus ex ident, in lifting 


up your hearts after CHKIS T in the heavens; in 


quickning your preparation to meet him in the 


clouds, and continual! making you more ready 
21 diſpoſed for tha it inheritance amol ng the ſaints | 
- 4 light. Which! in che ord IHance 1 15 ſeal led o 1 of | 


It d to which you were called. 


SUCH ſhould be our converſation after every "th: 
cramental occaſion, th at all who fee us may take | 


knowledge of us that We have been ih Je8vs; 

and behold from our walk the brightneſs of the 
| race communicated to US, making us it} ne as 
zughts in 1 the world, like M/s face when he came 
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8 The Ceumunic aur 5 ſoiritual Genes. 


down from the mount of viſion. I would to Gon 


this was more the caſe, and chat all that were 
5 joined to the Lord in bonds of outward commu— 
nion with him, wee thus one ſpirit with him 3 


walked more as Cnz1s' - walked, 1 am very lure 


it is the great grief of every truly Chriſtian heart, 
15 whenever they behoid the contrary, and fee theft 

ſpots at aur feafts, fro/ting themſelves without fe. 

fer Wh991. 15 refer ved the blackneſs of dariney: for 


ever, May you and I fear for ourſelves, and vive 


greater Jiligence 40 make out calling and electi On 
ſure, continuing to Walk thus as perſons profeſs- 
5 ing godlineſs. In order to which we ſhall find 
the following means moſt highly conducive, and 
I pray (300 you may have fuck defires thus to 
give up your hearts to Gop, as heartily to exer-. 
ciſe yourſelves unto godlineſs! in all the ways the 


SIN points gut to you; ; and theſe are chief - 
1. W ATCHEULN ESS 
2. PRAYER, 
3. Tre Wok d. 5 
4. I BE company of 1 IVELY: „Ohr inan 
. To walk as become n our ri tian Proc 
fion you muſt be Wwaechful. The enemies who: 


you renounce are mightier than you, wile, Wehe 


ful and ent naring. 5 he devil continually ſpread 


P his toils, and i is never perhaps hufier with us thav $ 


after ſuch a feaſon, ess the fervour of devotion 
being ſomewhat avated ue Sh are. more c. 


poſed. to his attacks; then he would itep in, tem pt 
us to retu: n unto ally „„ follow his infinuations with. 
1 „ Jome 


4 


Birkin for walking with 6b. 27 
ſome bait - laid in our way, and fo work upon the 
_ remainders of corruption within us in order to be- 
us into his hands. Thus after the ſop Satan 
— entred into Judas. As not ignorant therefore of 
| his devices we ſhould eſpecially beware of fecunty. 
Ut not him the t pritteth on the armour b10ft as he who 
75 taveth it off. When the cold turf covers our head, 
_ then the wicked will c caſe from troubling, and the - 
7! vary have perfect ret; but her: 2 EV hl ſtep. we 
10 like” we are among hons, and muſt ſtand on our 
watch - tower, fearing always, And working out 
our felwation with that trembling and Care which. 
"Cal only cure it. A holy jeatoufy is the great 

preſervative at: unit falling away. The moment 
We begin to flumber, out. watchiul adverſary is 
Ke dy to take advantage againkt 1 ; but Ns 16% 

the man wh Mm ; his Lord when . comets {pall Sd 


2 PR/ VER 18 « gr . means of preſe: rving 
the influ nee” of this ordinance upon our hearts, 
18 ! 


* 


Tis is cloſely connected with On ee 
nels and prayer go toge ther; we wut pray that 
we may Watch, and contin Wir ine 7 UN) 
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we ſhould daily be 2 Keeping, Te to ki IM, and 


upon our Knees in our Cloſets. acting over a gein 
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raver is the breatl of the dis ine nature, of the 


; - 
neu creation begun in us, and by fit we ſhould be 
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| 88 he Counmneant 's ſpiritual e 1955 


to maintain a holy ſrame of ſpirit, appearing ſo- 
lerunly and frequently in ſecret in Gov's preſence, 
that we may habitually walk under the ſenſe of it, 
= Whoever hath any experience of divine things will | 
find his conſtant need, and the gracious 'influey e 
of earneſt and N prayer; ſuch an one 
cannot but pray, all his ſoul depends upon it, he 1 
knows he ſhall quickly grow careleſs the mome at 
be becomes prayerleſs; ; and therefore he remar 
the ſma] leſt decays in private prayer, firs up þ 5 
ſoul to the lively exerciſe of it, and pleads for 5 
Spirit. to blow up the fire 2 of all holy gräccs 
. his heart; to neglect prayer, or to perform, i: 
with an habitual negligence and formality, "is 2 = 
moi ſuſpicious ſign that all approaches to Gun ut 
his Table were mere matters of form, the work of. 


2 day, not the ſpiritual exerciſes of the heart, dh. 


ing nearneſs to and COMMUNION with Gop; for. 
where this is che cale in one ordinance it mult be 
fo in another : they who long to fee Curr A 
His Table, are daily ſetting him before them * he n 
9 0 they tow. their knees at His footſtool: and this - 
botn prepares the way before, and age alive the. | 
ſenſe of what they have found at Curis+% S Cm 


munion afterwards. Pray therefore, 1 belecch yo 


E without ceaſin: ag, as you hope to ſtand fait, as yo! 7 
would be true to your engagements, as you pro- 
feſs the name of Chriſtian, as. you would. walk z: 


becometh your profeſſion, as you would ſhew forth 
the ſincerity of your ſurrender to CHRISINH by the 


_«iſcharge of your (everal relations in life, as. you 


| Would 
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: Diredtions * Welle with GOD. 89 „ 
; 3 have your converſation i in heaven, I beben 1 
vou be diligent in private prayer; elſe you will 8 
diſhonour your vocation, you will break the vows _ 
you have made, you will walk in diſobedience as 
60 others, you will have your converſation upon 
earth, you will be a ſlave to the world, and not- 
withſtanding all you may do befides, your fall will 
be more dreadful and your ruin moſt inevitable. 
You muſt pray or periſh. | 
3. EHE word of Gov is another great mean: 
to keep us from falling. Herein we bt exerciſe _ 
ourſelves day and nig aht. Out of it we muſt be 
taught che way W here in we muſt go. This muſt 
= be the Bt ide to zur fect a and tHe lantern to ur paths; Y ” 
and in our courſe to glory be our map and chart, 6 
Communion ſeaſons are places of refreſhment in 
the way to ſtrengthen us for our journey: CHRIST | 
un the word is the way itſelf, in which after ſuch - 
: efrothcneait.” we are to walk. Io the word there- 
tore, you muſt apply to know more perfectly the 
mind of Gon, that you may follow it more faith- 
fully; and if you have been ſincere with CHRIO 
vu will do fo; ; 1 made haſte and delayed nat to keep 5 
A p commandinents you will keep the Scriptures 
upon your heart riſing ap and lying down, they 
will be daily in your hands at any ſeaſon of leiture, 
and partic: larly before you ſet yourſelf to the ex 
erciſe of prayer. This is the way to be taught of 5 
| Gop, and inſtructed in the way that you ſhould 
go. You will find thus your heart built up, more 
Actermined for CHRIST, and more ſtedfalt un bis 
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50 Th Coummeanc' s ſpiritual Companion.” 


ſervice; having ſet his commandments ever before 
you, and being sg W 2 h 


not to ſin againſt them. 


4. Laſtly, Txt company of lively ChriRians is 


a Choice means and wondrous help to keep alive 5 


the ſerious impreſſions. made upon the foul, 


iron Harpneth iron, fo deth the countenance of a man. | 


bis friend. Experience will beft confirm the truth 


of this obſervation, Man is by nature ſocial, nec 4. , 


ing the help one of another, and Chriſtians more _ 
fo than other men, who have new and ſtronger 1 
bands than nature to unite them; and have ma vy 


enemies that none others knew. 10 aſſociat 


therefore for the purpoſes of religious improve ment 


1 not mote comfortable than nceeflary ; He « can 


ane be warm alone ? ſays the Prophet, But wh 


we join to exhort, reprove, rebuke and adi any 


one another, then the fire catches from heart to 


heart, each receives ſome quickning or conſe! 
tion, or correction from che other's experience a 
_ converiation ; and thus the communion of {: aints 


before the Lord is ſtill maintained, till the ſenſon 


returns when we fall come together again in 
God's houſe, and renew the bonds of union and 
fellowſhip one with another. 


Let me therefore 


recommend it to you to ſeek the con pany of thoſa 


whoſe courſe and conduct is moſt holy, heavenly, 
and zealous ; to be free one with another; 40 oper 
7 your hearts as Chriſtians in that mutual con hdence 
which none but real Chriſtians have any Expericlice 
of, to delight i in locial prayers 3 and be defirous © 

1948 


— 


; join 5 
_ eoad 


of he 


but v 
ſeek 


foun 


purp 
=; well 


I 


-- and: 


Dian, for walking wah G0D. or 5 


N join in it whenever you have opportunity. _ 


conduct indecd, which to thoſe who know nothing 8 


of heart-religion is always offenſive and diſliked, 


out which all who have ſeriouſly ſet their fouls to EE 


eck the kingdom of Goy in the firſt place, have 
found botu moſt neceflaiy to keep alive their holy 
\ purpoles, and moſt conducive to the comtert as: 
well as edification of their ſouls, | 
Is this way you yy always be going forward 
and be growing in grace as in days, riper for 


3 glory as you ey towards it. You will be 


15 walking under the influence of the vows you have 
jade, and approving your fidelity to CHRIST your 

: Meſter. And thus from eating and drinking at 
15 Per s Table below, you will ſhortly go to 
_ drink with him the now wine of eternal conſola- 
don in che kingdom of your F Ns” 
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DRAYER | is the ER ICY of hs foul aſtc1 65 3D, 


ariſing from a ſenſe of want, and exnrefſing 
A po SR on his promiſes foro f Uppay: according 


to our neceſſities. „„ 


Ir is evident that the [FREIE rt ih 99 engage on i 


there can be no prayer. The words of the we or 


the bending of the knee are hypocriſy without th 
- The fineſt produce of the underſtanding, 
the compolition of others or our OWN, is no bett 


than ſounding braſs or a tinkling cymbal, i the 
© yore of prayer be wanting. 
hand, the ſimpleſt exprefiions, yea perhaps the wol ; 
ungrammatical language, may convey the rds ent 


Wlliethe 


* hilſt, on the otic: 


| defires of effectual prayer moſt acceptably | bet! 


he Gop who trieth the heart and. the reins, 
Tur moſt natural method of prayer is the art- 

leſs language of the ſoul, dictated by want aua 

warmed with deſire; and I ſuppoſe every foul "calls 6 


awakened to feel his neceſſities will be able, for the 


moſt part, to — what he bels without any 


ance. 


aft 1 = 


OST 


I commeny extempore prayer, becault 1 have 


not pt ur my own experience, the experience of 
living 


1 1 


living 
to ple 
ſtance 
from 
to /4 
of pe 


| Diretiow for Bae. N 4 Wt 
living Cbrifians, but the very reaſon of the thing in 
to plead for ir. Vet there are caſes and circum- . I | 
ſtances wherein we may no doubt receive aſſiſtance 1 
from the labours of others; as Aaron was a mouth enn 
to A Moſes, | ſo there _ be helps to ſuch as are flow 15 | | fl if ] 
of ſpeech. 5 | | | 1 9 
Is ſecret we ſhould not ot forms of praye os | 
dk for the moſt part they are rather a clog tan WM n 
a help to ro WREE __ made uſe of. & hey | Ft 9 
. Wark uſed as a dire Hoey we 9 8 it bes 5 14 [i 
| fore us having firſt conſidered it as applicable to ene 
ur ſtate, and in the exerciſc of Prayer enlarge up- f lj | 1. 
0 the particular circumſtances we are in. I = | 11 
. AT times we may find ſuch a want of ex- \ 1444 
action as to need aſſiſtance of that kind, and may | l 
experience our hearts more quickned by it. Here: . . | 
the end of prayer being con: adered, what moſt pro- 1 ©: * | 
mates that is certainly beſt. | | | WT 1h 
2. AT firſt, having never heen uſed a at "ni; to pray is ij | 
bei efore, WE may make ule of the mouth of our | if 0 
neignbours to expreſs our CW C: iſe, and teach our . 
Jig 8 i language which the Heart wants to utter. 5 10 


Bur the great aſe of terms of 1 ems to 
be in ſocial worſhup. _ 
As prayer 18 the duty of every ne for ; 
himſelf in ſecret, ſo is it a io j injoined en all Chriſ- 
fians in their ſocial relatio 1s. The muſter of every 
fam ly i 18 bound by t the religion of ſts Us to. make 
8 houſe a houſe of prayer. When Chriſtians 
meet together in private as v. ell as in the Congre- 
„%%% 3 Sw gation, - 
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24 The COMMUNICANT”s ſpiritual Companim, 
gation, prayer is the moſt proper aud natural em. 


ployment. Abundant evidence of this occurs It 
| the New Teſtament. MO: 


Tus gilts of God are -varioully diſpenſes; - Some : 
85 have. a facility of expreſſion and readineſs of clo. 
PS cution which is denied to others, Hence ſome - 
un ſpeak for others without the aſſiſtance of 2 
form of prayer, and this is undoubtedly che mol 

| profitable; for in this caſe the knowledge of the 
peoples ſtate gives the perſon who prays an oppor- 

| tunity of adapting his requeſts more exactly to the 


c =” 
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caſe of thoſe who join with him; beſides that the 


0 ſomething mach more enlivening to devotic on 18 in | 
ſuch exerciſes when done with propriety and | iudg- 
ment than in the beſt compoſed forms, 


Bor as theſe gifts of knowledge and utter: ance 


may not be poſſeſſed by many, who yer defire t. 


pray with and for cach other, there the ſpiritu 11 
aſſiſtance of ſome ex perimental Chriſtian's prayer 
may be of the moſt abundant uſefulneſs * I con- 
feſs J cannot but wiſh that ſome who take upon 


them to be he mouth of others, had greater diſk: 


dence 


— — ů— 


* As many "Gncere people who fs 0 in need | of 1 ether i! 


private or ſociel prayer, may be at a loſs for proper forms, I would 


therefore recommend Mr endes 8 Devotions as by far the mot 


11 
"IT EE Tos 


rated and ſpiritual of any 1 ever met with, and beſt ſuite! bott foi 
families and the ſtates and exigercies of particular Chriſtians, There 
art alſo in that manual ſome excellent prayers and meditations for tr 


ailiitance of pious Communicants, and a very ſweet aud devout Par 


4 pliraſe upon the Creed, Price bound — 8 
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_ prayil 
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« Dir tions for Pre. oy - ; 
: Jones of tows. To hear a man before others 
praying abſurdly, improperly and incoherently, is 
as offenſive to men, as it muſt be diſpleaſing 'to _ 

Gov; anc can ſerve only to ſhew the pride, not 
the humility of the ſpeaker, and the folly not the 
@achableneſs of the hearers, Prayer muſt be ever 

2 a reaſonable ſervice, it ceaſes to be to when in 


kick hands. 


Bor the floth of ſome a too great concern : 
of others about the manner of acquitting them- 
ſelyes in prayer, are equally ſinful. Inſtead of im- 
proving the ir gifts and graces they contin; ie ſervilelß 
bound to à form, however in itſelf gocd, T hey to 
whom it i given ſhould uſe to the honour of the 
g er the gift he befovs: but if we make not the 


_. trial, we c nnot tell what our gifts are. 


AS every gift improves * exerciſe, ſo does the 2 
5 't of prayer particularly. We know not what 
can do till we try, ad it is a certain fact that 


2 of ver) ſlender abilities, and who could 
icarce expreſs  themſel yes clearly on any other ſub- 
| ject, have obtained, by exerciſe in prayer, not only 


method but propriety ; ; and many a heart hath been 
- wazmed wich the prayers of thoſe whom the world 
hath accounzed weak as well as illiter rate. Every 


Per ron therefore thould make the attempt. 


{HERE is aſhame and diffdence which uſually 
_ attends the ſirſt eff ays, which may for a little while 
: dite 20 the attention, and make 1s too ſolicitous | | 
about the: perſons with whom we are, inſtead of 


: W wholly taken up with the contideration of 
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. 0 The Communtcant” s | foiritual Componitn, 5 


him to whom we ſpeak; but this in genere!“ 


ſoon got over by uſe, Mean time I Tappoce i it 
Would be very profitable for ſuch as begin the wor- 
ſhip of Gov in their houſes, or with their friends, 
to have before them ſome evangelical book of de. 
votions, that if they found themſelves | :onfuſcd or 


A © 


barren of thought, they might recur to it, till they 
had attained greater caſe and overcome that bath. 
fulneſs which hurried them. 


_ Warexe there is really not a gi't of prayer, 
| where perfons are conſcious that they cannot {9 
profitably perform the exerciſes of devotion dH 
out the help of a compoſed prayer, here it w ould - 

be ſinful in them not to make uſe of! it. I have 
heard of ſome that becauſe they could-not pray e. 


tempore in their families would not pray at all with 


5 them; which ſeems as abſurd as t. ſay, becaule I 
cannot feed my family with deliczcies of my own 


providing they ſhall ſtarve, thouzh 1 might bay 
made uſe of my neighbour's offers, Who had bro 
his bread on purpoſe for my uſe, 


I muſt be obſerved that there are perſons who 


have much of the gift of prayer, who have not th 


| ſpirit of prayer; theſe, like the ravens wio fed 


Elijah, bring good ſood to thoſe Who join n 


them, whilſt their own pride and vanity of 


abilities is the carrion on which they feed thium- 


ſelves. T heir pravers may he bleſſed unto athens, 
but they are an abomination to Gon, and brug a 


curſe upon their own louls, 


. 


[7 


in them than howling hath of harmony. 


8 Fon the fake of thoſe who have need of affiſt- . x 
auce J have ſubjoined ſome few helps to prayer, 
8 which may be enlarged upon, and made particu- 


5 larly applicable to the caſe of thoſe who uſe them, 
met 1tTAti ng by the way that the more we unbe om 


- very thoughts and ſecrets of our ſouls to Gop, 


th de more profitable will be the ſervice. 


PRAYING that u ſpirit of prayer and ſupplica- | 


tion may be poured out upon every ſoul into whoſe 


| ky this book may fall, I commend them and 


© to the grace of our Lord Jesvs CHRIST, 


PHSSDMASSSDMMIE RR SIA BRSESRRERHiGES 


AS no Communicant can live without daily: ap- 
plication to a throne of grace, the hints about 


prayer above given have an evident connection 
with the ſubject of the foregoing chapters, I 


ave only to obſerve farther, that in the ſpeci- 


men of a prayer which follows ] have deſcended 
F 


- +. te ne 
— 


9 


| Diratins fir Piper. 55 


* will Ta needleſs to ſay many chings 4 in TN | 

8 mendation of prayer, either reſpecting its neceſſity 
or excellence. The ſoul who is brought to a ſen- 
5 Tibility about his real ſtate feels both with an evi- 
dence which is beyond all that we can ſpeak ; and 
the ſou] who is yet dead in treſpaſſes and fins can- 
not pray, though we ſhould wiite volumes to per- 
ſuade him to it. For he that cometh ts God muſt firſt 
believe that be is, and that he is a rewarder of theſe 
who diligently ſeek him. All the miſcalled EE 
of unbelievers have no more of a ſpiritual lervice 5 
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988 The Gelenvn ICANT' s fbiritual Cedar, 


they moſt labour under, and adapt any portior 
of what follows to their own ſtate and circun..- 


| as to afhft the infirmities of the weak, 


requeſts, omitting the particular ones where th4 


: blank ſpaces fand within hooks | ] thus, - 


Oo * N 


dered as contra ining VG many new heads of prayer. 


Fn fee r an. 
Thou moſt High and mol Holy, wa name 


ang {op over all bleſſed for ever, look down in 


near the throne of grace in the name of the incar- 
nate Saviour, and making mention of his right:- 


-_ * PS * 9 - 


8 MWhaterer | is 1 hooks chus # 1 may be cnn O'S ur 
oy hurt of the ſarrſe or connettion; or if you chooſe to aſc any pat 1 
2 ou mays as ſhall ppear proper to you T cafe, 


7 Ci You may obſerne ſeveral breaks which may be con i., 


mercy on A poor unworthy ſinner, deſiring to draw 


ouſneſs any. 1 [No ather hope nath my fiofu 1 


| fou! 4.9 : 


from general confeſſion to particular, from ge· 1 
eral wants to particular ones. Perſons muſt 

/examine thernſelves where their boſom fin lies, 
| what graces they moſt need, what temptations _ 


f 
__—_ 3 RE 
ſtanccs; it being deſigned not ſo much as a a for . 


a the n be uſed as an aff ance for for 
_ worſhip then the alteration of we for I, us for e, 


our for my or mine, is eafily made, and in this 
caſe all the mention of particulars ſhould be omitted, 
and the prayer confined tothe general confo ſions and 5 


75 you are to connec t any parts of 155 or ori as 


is JEHOVAH, the all-ſecing and heart-ſcarch- 


. 


1 Pirellim * Pre. 467-404. 
Toul, no 2 help I find but in him; for his dear 1 
ſake regard my cries, and let my prayer cuter into 15 


thine ears, O Lord my Gop.] 


[I cou before thee acknowledging my . 5 
a my iniquities, Lord, would J not hide from 


| thee, Indeed they cannot be hid, for from thee no- 


_ thing i is hid, nothing is ſecret. Yet, Lord, I have 
too long and too often covered myſelf with thick 
_ darkneſs, and neither faw nor defired to fee the 
evil which was in me. Bleſled be thy name that 
chou haſt cauſed the light to ſhine into my heart, 
und haſt given me any knowl. ige of | e 155 


9 of iniquity there.] 


BrHOLD, Lord, I was ſhapen 177 wicked, and 
7 for did my mother conceive ne; yet how little did 
I know of the evil of ſuch a corrupted nature and 


its exceeding ſinfulneſs, it was hid frem my eyes; 


but now I wal edge I am vile and abhor my-. 


elf, I am altogether | become abominable ; there 


% no health in me; evil, and that continually and 

univerfally, hath reigned in me; my tranſgreflions 
de many, mine iniquitics teſtify alſo againſt me; 
when I reflect upon the days that are paſt, conſu- 


ion covereth me; the flagrant violations of thy 
holy law in many ances witneſs againſt me, 


my ſins in number exceed the hairs of my head, 


And yet, Lord, how ſmall a part of them do I ſee? 
| whilſt in thy book they have been written, and 
it a word hath been in m y tongue but thou, Lord, 


Frowelt it altogether, © [1 remember, Lord, with 
j particular condemnation my — in tuck 4 Circume | 


T . ſtance, 5 
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mourning to my grave under it, 
"ever for it, even when thou art, 8 85 n 


* 


5 20 Th. 7 Communicanr' 5 22 e 


8 ſtance, i in ſuch a Place, on ſuch an occaſion, with 
toch a perſon “. And O that I-might go down : 


me for it. £49 


Enter not into judgment Wich me, leſt 1: be _ : 
utterly confpunded, Shouldft thou try me, I muſt 


5 plead guilty before thee, and acknowledge my juſt 


deſert. to be the worm which dieth-not, and r 
Which is not quenched. Yea, Lord, thou wouldſt 
be clear in thy uttermoſt condernatigh, for thou 


e doft righteouſſy but ] have rebelled againſt thee, 


* YET glorify thy name in mercy upon me, and 
| according to thoſe gracious promiſes in which thou 


haft cauſed me to put my truſt, glorify thy Son in 
perdoning and faving fuch a wretch as I am. [Let 


i now appear, Lord, that the blood of Jesus 
CHRIST cle: anſcth from all! fin by its cleanſing me. 


and bprinkled therewith, may my poor ſou! be pre- 
ſented before thy throne with kind acceptance! 
This is all my ſalvation, I plead nothing but this, 


that Js us died for me. In his blood, in his 


8 righteouſneſs only dare I approach unto o thee, S 


thou moſt worthy Jud ge eternal, ] 
[BrxsskEp be the name of my G0 for hls. un- 


ſpeakable gift. Bleſſed be Gov for Jesvs Curisr | 


— — — 


ad —— 4 K : 


— a4 


* Here any particular fin which aff 100 your ir conſelence, or which 
ye1 defire may more affect it, ſhould be mentioned, and the particu» 
Aas opened, that your heart may be more ſtruck with the meution. 


1d. abhor myſel{ | , . 


.  Direiiom for Pr ayers. 5 0p 
0 ſtrengthen my faith in his all- uff cieney, and 
let not the number or aggravations of my ſins dil- 
courage me; but, Lord, make his glory, his obe. 
dicnce unto death, his croſs, his crown to paſs be- 1 
: fore me, that I may without all doubt believe i in 
the ſatisfaction. of my daviour, and ſind redemp- 
tion in him.] e % 
Axp thou Lord of life and glory, come cad 60 be. 
e pollellion of my heart, take the purchaſe of thy 
blood, ſet up within me thy kingdom. and turn 
thou me, that ſo I may be turned. An helpleſs _ 
worm, the fervant of fi, the tport of temptation 5 
the bond-flave of corruption, thou ſeeſt me. O 
break this yoke from off my neck, and bring me, 
- Lord, into the liberty of the children of Gon. | 
Haſt thou not redeemed us from all iniquity, to 
purify to thyfelf a peculiar people? Art tou not 
come to bend our hearts in ſubmiſſion to thy ill, 
as well as to ranſom us from death and hell! ; Here 
is my he art, „ Lord, rake and #afhion it to thy ny 
BrroLD, Lord, I groan INT ing burdetied, Since. 
thou haſt called I want to follow thee, But CET 
bid that fin hangs heavy on my ſoul, my corrup- 
tions war againſt me and trouble me, and my 
8 ſt; ength is as "weakneſs. before them. Help, Lyrd, 
or I periſh ! Come, exert thy power and ſet the 
captive free] Enable me to lay aſide every weight, 
and the an which doth moſt caſily beſet me | | 
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102 The Counvxreaxr s ſri Companinn 


3 Thee follow 1 of 155 or eat enemies of 0 . 


| Pre ide, Luft, and Wer idlineſs, 10 foul but hath need _ 
to ery maghtily fer porver again them; though de- s 


Cs cording to eur feveral tempers and fates, fone ons 
of them will moft eſpecially N ug nec ne 
that part nay be made uſe of and be e 

5 ſhartned ar paſſe 0 er. 


Againf * Pn IDF, : 


My Pride thruſts hard againſt me « that 1 ſhould d 


fall, [I bnd within me ſuch high imagination: 
ſuch a readineſs to reſent, ſuch warmth and hafli- 
_ nets of temper. ] {I found this day my ſpirit hy” t 


by the reflections of —, by the obſlinacy cf, 


| by the conduct of —, 1 mutmuted as if my lot : 


Was hard. 1 regarded with envy — greater fuc- 


ceſs, abilities, and advancernent *.] Lord, caſt down 


cvery imagination which exalteth itſelf, and bring 
my thoughts into the obedicnce of CurisT, mike 


me content to be the laſt and the leaſt, Bow me 
to ſubmiſſion to every diſpenſation, and keep me 


quiet under every provocation, [Make me eve: 
to know myſelf to be vile earth, and a miſerabic 


ſinner; that I may find my temper really corre 


fponding. with my words, when 1 confeſs myſel; : 


. 2 . ls _ 2 _ : 3 _ . . rr 


36 7 be! care fome of the cance vet Aneta workings of Pri: 


he ſpecifyiag the time and place and perſons, brings the reme mbrance oy 
ef ic more lively upon us, "RON mw W «nd awakens great x, 


CON * 


4 


5 te 


I 


: N 


: to be uy and leſs than 1 and vanity, | 


content to be as low in others bee: as 1 acknow-- 
ledge myſelf o be in ou ine, anc | profeſe- to be l in 


A my own. 


. rant Lu $7. | 3 
| SUBDUE this Hateful Luſts which war quia : 
my ſoul. Thou ſeeſt, Lord, how this feſn ſtrivech 5 

gainſt the ſpirit, and how impotent J am to re- 


at. Thou knoweſt how my heart departed 


N from. thee after —, how my eye wandred with f 
—_unhallowed. ods A. bow my folly Wrous ht ir 
ſecret —, to bring forth fruit unto death (3. 
fave me, Lord, 110 m my finful ſelf; give me 
ſtrength to 5 reſtrain the wandrings of my deſires; 5 
enable me to make a covenant with n ine eyes; 5 
et my tongue Heave to the root of wy mouth, 
rather than ſpeak unhallowed words of lewdeef, 
and my hand cut off ere it be reached. out to ſin. 
It were better for me to die, Lord, than to diſ- 
honour thee and my own body: +: 0 make me a 
clean heart! Purity my deſires, teach me to poſ- 
jets my veſſel in ſanctification and honour ; and 
may my body, as well as my foul, be for thee, O : 
LY, preſented unto thee as a living lacrifice, 
which is my reaſonable ſervice.] 


. Againſt WoRLDLIN NES 
DELTV ER me from the Love of this preſent 5 
il World. Lord, 1 heart is naturally — 4 


wth . -=_ 
N —— 


* What follows between [ J will rd plac = ary ub, | 
bowling refleQtions, 


3 — —UñUr—w—ꝛ— 


5 104 The Connie ANT 's ſpiritual 3 


and ſenſual. { Thou knowelt what a ſlave I haue 
been to the unrighteous mammon, O wean me 
from the love of it; may I be crucified unto the 
world, and the World unto me. + [In my tranſ- : 8 | 
ions with — 1 ſound e e ready to n ake ” 


* * 


o *\ « , 


me unjuft ; in looking pe n I felt the workings 


01. cone nene; my ck wardneſs to give tO ” 
Who needed, conde nns my worldlineſs ; in my. 
_ bargain with — I did not enough confider him 8 

„  nyfelf7] T F: ord, enable me daily. to reſiſt all anx: 
tr cares and diſquieting fears; z ſubdue every CC 

-  vexous/defire. in my fon! ; make me more circun 


. 


: 1 peçt | and. conſcientious 121 ai, my. dealings, 190 8 
may my daily care be not to lay. up my treai) ure 
upon earth, but in heaver by ſuch an 0 ; 

ment of the talent which 9 55 haſt intruſted w1 | 

me, as may be moft to thy glory and the relief and _ 
comfort of my di ſtreſſed fellow-creatures and fel 


low-chriſtians, | 


0 Pei. my firength as well as righteouſuef, 
enable me to walk before thee and pleaſe thee ; 
may I not only ceaſe to do evil but learn to do 

„ god; write thy laws in my mind and put them 

into my heart. [ Conftrained by the views of thy 
amazing grace may 1 chearfully ſurrender my whole 

ſelf to thec, to be employed in thy work, ad de 
voted to thy ſervice, Yea, Lord, I am thy ſer- 


vant, I am thy ſervant ſince thou haft looſed my 


15 en as W with a Prices may: 1 TOY, thee 


ne for Drier: e 105 N 
ally let the fruits of righteouſneſs appear more 8 
| abundantly i in me, which are through thee my Lord 
and Saviour to the praiſe and glory of Gor. {Thou 
. knoweſt my wants and my barrenneſs, how weak 1 
znd. feeble are my graces, how cold my love, how _ 
c doubling my faith, how lukewarm my zeal, how _ 
negligent my fear, and how imperſect all. Lord, 5 
| ftrengthen me with might in the inner 5 78 taſhion | 
my foul after thine own bleſſed image, and daily = 
| out of thy fulnels give n me to S ds 88 of the abu, N=. 
4! dance of grace. 1 | 


3 4 Hire 72 petitions fo for particular proces. 1. Fer 
Faith, 1. Under the accuſatiar 25 of gre lt. 2. Un- 
der the workings 4 OP 3. Under temp 
$i tations, 4. U nder a METAL of you moſt need to | 
exerctye it under aber of theſe view oy Ys en 
| hers al/itance. . a 


51 


J. A Prayer FOR F arr. 
> Under . ſerif fe of gait. | 


= 2 molt 3 and gracious (30D, ſtre ngthen 
my faith in thy promuſes, that I may w. thou all: 
doubt caſt my Jeare upon thee, a7ured: that thou 
careſt for me, The remembrance of 1 - paſt ſins is 
grievous, {particularly — and my heart ſometimes 
15 ready to fall.] Lord, enable me to believe that 
thou doſt in Ir: $US abundantly pa.don, May: i {es 
MOre of his all- ſuFcic 1Cy, that fear may be caſt out,. 
and that I ma * 8 it: the affurance that thou haft 
received nie, and caft all my fins behind thy back. 
Yes, L ord ang Na out, 1 dare 10 difh 20N0ur thee 


SS , OLE. 
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5 106 The Crunehie nnr 5  firitual 9 ; 75 
more than J have already dons by diſtruſting thee, | 


I know thou art able to ſave to the uttermoſt, thy 


blood can atone for all; 1 e help thou mine 
5 —_— PR 


d the wo link of crruption. 


en 1 AM * with corruption, a body of fin 
and death compaſſes me round about, [Deep call- 
eth unto deep, and I am ready t to ſay I am caſt out. | 
of thy fight, particularly — 
have ſtrove and prayed, and over. which I have 
mourned, returns with new violence and brings 
me almoſt to deſpair.] See, Saviour, my helpleſs . 
ſoul at thy fest; O raiſe me up, ſupport me, ena. 
ble me to lay hold of thy ſtrength, and to truſt. 
chat I may not be confounded, O give me fait 
that I may overcome. Lord, I know it is my un- 
belief which makes my bondage, break thou the . 


chain and ſet my foul at liberty. 
3. nder temptations. f 


1 EMPTATIONS beſet me ſore, they thruſt at 

me that I ſhould fall, but in thee is my help 

I Thou ſceſt, Lord, how my path is compaited _ 
about, and how thro” the violence of the attack, the 


corruption of my own vile heart, and my unbelief, 


A iniqui! 7 prevails againft me.] 1 It did ſo at fuck 


. 2 0 Wn P 
8 8 * 


- againſt which! 


I mention here lang of temptation, bebe 1 fear there 
are few real Chriſtians who have not caule cc lament their f. ils, as 


ell as to aſk ſtrength to keep them from falling. Spreading on! 


AL #epptations openly before the Lore, and expreſsly mentioning | e 


ecumflances of them, is of Epecial uſe to the tempted, 


| Direatani 1 Fo Fayer.. 22 o 


1 at time —, in ſuch a place —_ in ſuch company. 
under ſuch circumſtances --; and though, Lord, 


from the bottom of my ſoul thou knoweſt it is my- 


5 burden, yet how ſhall I fland 7] Let thine ever- 


laſting arms be under! me, lift up theſe hands which 
hang down, let my eye be fixed on thee, firengthen 


me, fulfil thy promiſes, confirm my heart to truſt 


that thou wilt ſupport me under my temptations, 2 


or make A "T for me to eſcape from them, 
4. Under auflictions. : 


Mv 5 trials are heavy, 925 am anicted ; in 
ay perſon by —, ſickneſs in my family —, in- 
juries from others —, loſs or reproach —, unkind- 
neſs from thoſe who ate ſo near and dear —, diſ- 
appointments, &c, *} Lord, thou canſt make them 
work together for my good; may my heart ſtand 
| Haſt in thee ; enable me to believe thy kind inten- 
tions towards me, that I may not only ſubmit with. 


patience but rejoice in hope. 


I. PRAYER rok Tat Love: or On 


ENLAR GE my affections towards thee, Cr 


2 thou chief of ten thouſand and altogether lovely, 


What haſt thou not done to engage my heart? 
ungrateful as I have been, may I be ſo no more. 


; Way my ſoul be inflamed with loverunfeigned to- 


: wards thee, beh olding thy love may it kindle mine; 
and daily as I receive freſh inſtances of it from 
thee, may m 7 returns of gratitude be more abun- = 
; dant. 
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| dant. (Open my eyes to ſee more and more te 
© Os love wherewith thou haſt loved me, make me to | 
know more of its height and length and breadth 


710 and depth; make me to ſee more of my own Mie 


N neſs and vileneſs, chat thy dealings with me may 
more abundantly impreſs and conſtrain my hear! 5 


O that 1 might love thee with a perfect heart. 


Lord, may be increaſing j in love till ſeeing thee | 


as thou art, [ ſhall love thee as 1 ought. 8 


III. A Prayer FOR. Fear. 5 
0 RD, put thy fear into my ſoul be thou 


5 _ ſanctified in me; let me ever tremble Before, 
and dread to offend thee. May the ſenſe of thy 
omniſcience aud nearneſs ever over-awe my 1oul ; 
when fin would tempt may I remember that thou 


art preſent; may my fear be as my love, filial; may 


thy diſpleaſure be more . to me chan che 
5 punithrnent, and may 1 hate to offend thee, be- 
cCauſe thou art my good and gracious Father, more 


than becauſe chou art withal the Juſt and righteous 


fakes. >... | 
ho OY: x. I Prayer FOR C HARITY, 


F GOD. of. all mercy, whoſe nature aud name 
5 18 Wai and ho haſt Buhre! in amazing mamie ! 
tations of it in thy Son, what are thy regards to... 
Wards the children of men, reach rae to love others 


Aus thou haſt loved me. O give me bowels of mer- 
_ cies, kindneſs, gentleneſs, meekneſs, Alas, for 
this ſelfiſh heart of mine] it js ſo re: dy to Kindle 
ufer provocation, to reſent unkindneſs, and to 


565 | 
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Aae my fouy 


Diveitions fr Proyer. hy 109. 


; be ie towards others weakneſs and wants. oo 
[Such a perſon particularly my vile heart is 7 a ; 
to diſlike —, c.“ Lord, take this uncharitable 
ſpirit from me.] Enable me to forgive, as thou ; 
for CnrisT's ſake haſt forgiven me, [May my 
5 cenſures all fall upon myſelf where they are moſt | 
due, that I may have none to call on others.] 77 
Incline my heart to excuſe the faults of others, to 
think no evil, and to hope all things favourable 5 
for them. According to the ability thou haſt given 
me may I readily communicate thy gifts according, 
5 to the neceſſities of my brethren. [Make my _ 
| heart more tender to them, and ſy mpathizing with 
their diſtreſſes whether of body or ſoul t.] May 


their fins grieve me more deeply, and call forth m. 


prayers and my tears over them. Lord, give them 5 
_ repentance who know thee not, [particularly —-f 


| who are ſo near and dear to me.] [ May I not 
uffer fin upon them umebuked, and may my con- 


duct as well as my converſation be reproving and 


exemplary.) Give me 2 mouth to comfort the 
iMited, may whatever talents thou haft lent me 
0K knowledge or utterance, be employed ſo as may 


be moſt ſubſervient to the good of mens ſouls, and 


particularly of thoſe Wit h { wan. I am more im- 


es X 


: * Neth ing ſerves more e cfeQually to » ſubdue our reſentment againſt 
particular perſon, than praying for them by name. 
5 Mens ſouls are the great object of charity. 


48, 


x Unconverted friends and relatons ſhould never be forgotten by 15 
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mediately concerned, May my hand be$ opened 
do relieve the indigent accordin to my power, and _ 
zs 4 good fteward of thy gifts, enable me conſci- 
= entiouſly to be concerned not only to give, but to 
| Beftow it in ſuch a way as ray be moſt to thy 


glory, the relief of real indigence, and the ſupport 
of the helpleſs. Make me rot only liberal, but 


glad to give and ready to dittrigute, that the bleſs mw 
ing of a chearful giver may be through thy | grace : 


upon me. And accept, O Lord, theſe ſmal] re- 


turns of humble acknowledgnient as offered in my 
dear Redeemer, 1 in whoſe name alone is my hope, 
and in whoſe blood I defire my beſt offerings to. 
be waſhed, and in whoſe righteouſneſs 1 dekre my 
Heſt ſervices to be arayed, that they may come up 


8 with acceptance on thine alt. Us O Gob.] 
V. A PRAVEU ole Honiirv. 


GIVE me, O0 Lord, the genuine buraility 


which thou delighteſt in. Let an abiding ſenſe 
of my-vile ſelf and ſinſul ſervices be ever on my 


heart. When the decciver would cauſe me to 
compare myſelf wich myſelf or others, O may my 
ul till turn to thy holy law and be confuunde!” 
e before | 


K 1 - _—_—S * 
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— 


| f -& Though almſgiving be but e bra ich of charity we moſt ſee that 
5 wa} in the exerciſe of | it, if we are indeed in the faith; and by 
the way it muſt be obſerved, that as it will require ſorue 3 to en- 


- guire out the truly neceflitous, this is as much a part of the duty as 
the gift itfelf; many for V ant of being at the pains of this often den- 


courage Uleneſs inſtead cf relieving wal . of _—_ and thus. 


Lob the Sed of their portion, 


S 


8 
2 


„ Diraim ts or Ne e 
before thee in the duſt, And when the gifts thou ; 
| haſt beſtowed on me would puff me up, let me 


| remember not only that they are received, but what 


im abuſe hath been made of them, and how much 1 
cauſe T have for ans RO of > ant bas be- . 


fore thee. 


* A 5 FOR 2 15 i 


AWA KEN greater zeal for thy glory i in my 


heart, how lukewarm and inſenſible to thy inte- 


reſts in the world have I been, and am I ſtill? . 
Lord, give me a deeper ſenſe of thy Majeſty, and 

2 more enlarged knowledge of the value of i immor- 
tau ſouls, that I may riſe up againſt the evil doers,. 
drieving to ſee thee diſhonoured, and deeply con- 
ceœrned to pluck thoſe brands from the burning. 
Lord, may I chearfully ſuffer, count no croſs 
2rievous, and where duty calls boldly rebuke vice 
whatever danger be incurred. Ariſe, © Lord Gp, 
and vindicate thine own cauſe ; ; where is thy zeal 
and the ſoundings of thy bowels, are they reſtrain- 
d ſee our Rs and © come with great mighe 5 


nd ſuccour us.] 


IxTERCESS10 NS general and partieutar.. 


AND, Lord, hear my poor fipplications for 
others as well as for myſelf. Thou ſeeſt what de- 
ſolations are wrought in the earth, how fin covers. 
| the face of the word, and groſs darkneſs the peo- 
ple; O ſend out thy light and thy truth, that the 


ends of the carth may remember themſelves, and 
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ET be turned unto thee, O Lord. Eſpecially viſit our 
land with thy ſalvation ; we have the form of god- 
lineſs and the profeſſion of thy goſpel, but O ho- 


far removed from the practice and the power of it 


2 Return, 0 Gop of hoſts return, lift up the light 5 


of thy countenance upon us. [Remove not our 


_ candleſtick away, as by our manifold iniquities -e 
have moſt juſtly provoked thee to do, but remem- _ 
ber thy mercy which hath been to a thouſand ge- 
nerations, and hear the prayers of thy people WhO 
cry day and night before thee.] Raiſe up thy 
power and come among us, and with great might 
ſuccour us. Send. out, we pray thee, labourers in- 


to thine harveſt ; the land mourneth, the peop le 


periſh for lack of knowledge ; give them paſtors 8 
after thy own mind, who may exalt the croſs of 
the Redeemer, and be ſucceſsful preachers of luis 
righteouſneſs ; bleſs the few who truly labour in 
the word and miniſtry, may thy grace make thy word 
in their mouths effefual for the conviction, con- 


verſton, and conſolation of mens fouls; particularly 
bleſs him who miniſters to ny foul, and may he 
ſee of the fruit of his labour in me, and multitudes 
be brought by his teaching to the knowledge of 
the ſalvation which is in JESUs CHRIST. Lord, 


make us more diligent'that our profiting may ap- 
Pear under the blefſed means of grace which we _ 
enjoy. Bleſs all thoſo who are eſpecially near to 
me under any ties of relation; may all my friends 

be thine; my de ne factors hnd in thy favour an 
| 1 5 abun- 
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5 | Dir eftiont for Prayer. 113 . 
5 abundant return,” and thoſe of this houſe and fa- 
mily be the objects of thy peculiar regard 1. 
Ad now, Lord, accept my humble prallt e for : 
all the mercics I have taſted from the firit day even 
until now; unworthy indeed, utterly unworthy of - 


the leaſt of them T confeſs myſelf to be. Bleſſed 7 


be thy name for the being I enjoy, and for all the 
ble >flings of time which accompany it ; but above 

all bleſſed be the name of my Gor for diy redeem- 

ing love, for JIxsvs the fountain of grace, and for 

the great and precious promiſes given freely in him 
to me a ſinner. Bleiſed be thy name for the know- | 
ledge of him whom to know 18 everlaſting life; 
for all the means of g growth in grace, and all the 

hopes of the glory purchaſed, taken poſſeſſion of, 
and to be revealed by and in the Lord Jesus my 
Saviour, whoſe. righleouſneſs is my title, whoſe 
blood is my plea, and who is to me all and in all. 
in his name and words I would, ſince he hath 
commanded jt, ſum up al! my imperfect prayers, | 
APs Our Father, Sc. 


YOU have pere a long prayer, which | may be 
| cafily ſnortned and adapted to your ſtate whatever 
it be, remember only that your eye in all your 
prayers. never Joſe fight of the Advocate, Jesus 
Cnr18T the righteous, in and through whom alone 
| any 


I The particular fates of huſband and wife, parent and child, 
maſter and Aue will afford ane for more Tena en- 
largemant. 
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ny anſwer. of peace can be given to your requeſts. 
All bleflings in time and eternity are the purchaſe 
of his blood on the croſs ; they are given into his 
power, as the peculiar head of the mediatoriz! | 
kingdom; and are to be obtained by that interce. 
fion which de ever N to make for bis . 5 


1 8 the foregoing prayer is l as 2 help . 
to the ſincęre in general, it may be uſcful to ad 
| fomething particular of the ſame kind reſpecting 
the Lord's Supper, which, with tome TION, TRE 
on ſele& paſſages of ſcriptu e, may ſerve to enliven 
our fouls before, and at this 0¹ di inance. 4 


4 Proyer before the Torts Supper. 


: Das Saviour of my ſoul, look upon the fn hed 


ner thou haſt redeer ned with thy moſt preci- 


ous blood. I come becauſe thou hoſt bidder. me, 
and my ſoul necdeth the refreſhment thou haſt pro- 

| vided, Never do I draw near but I bring wick 
me freth cauſe of humiliation, and carry new but- 

dens to thee my Lord, from which I need relief 

Look upon me in thy vonted compaſſion, and pity 

and pardon. all the faichleflneſs with which I ſtand 

chargeable before thee. JE Sus, my hope is {1 
| thee, Ten thouſand times have I forfeited all the 
mercies of my Gov, but thou haſt been n » Ad- 

- cate, thy blood hath ſpoken for me; ſtill, Lord, let 
it ſpeak, and ſprinkled on me purge my hea t from 
dead works to ſerve the living Gop. Bleeding 

Lamb of Gon, thy ogen wounſe ford a faſe re- 
treat 


rr ee ea 


Dinar for Projer. ZE "mn 5 


' treat to my poor ſoul. I fly to thee ta hide me. 
Tet my" eee be covered, let my backflidings 
ee healed, My deep complaints come up before 
__ thee; this body of fin, when ſhall my ſoul be 
delivered from it? Lord, mine eyes are unto 
thee, IJ have found renewed. attacks from my 
= corrupt and vile affections *; to the bleſſed foun- 
tain opened for ſin and uncleanneſs I fly, O waſh. 
this ſpotted foul, and hea} the !eproſy within, 
When now again T am drawing near to thee, 
draw near to my ſinful ſoul. Strengthen my con- 
fcdence in thy love, when I partake of the in⸗ 
#ituted pledges thou haſt left me. O comfort me 
with the aſſurance that thou art mine. Teach. 
 thele eyes with tears of penitence and joy to look 
pom thy broken body, give me thus that repent- 
ance unto ſalvation never to be repented of. O 
my Lord, conquered by thy dying love, may every | 
luſt be offered up a willing ſacrifice at thy eroſs; 
take them, Lord, flay them before thee, conſume- 
the droſs of baſe affections, purify my foul, and. 
with this ſacred fire refine it like thine own. = 
Anointed Jz$vs, fave me from every ſin, ſet up 
within my ſoul thy kingdom of righteouſneſs and: 
peace and joy in the Hoy. GHOST ; reign over a 
willing ſubject, and let thy fervics be ever the 
1 freedom of my ſoul. O what bondage, 
Loid, like the bondage of corruption ; what ym 
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fo ſweet as that whic n they enjoy who take up thy 2 
light burden, thy eaſy yoke, T hou aſkeft nothing 
from me which it is not my happineſs to renounce, 

| thou commandeſt nothing wherein it is not my . 
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happineſs to obey thee, O then let me count No 


thing grievous which thou doſt injoin; anew 1 _ 
Fn would make my ſurrender unto thee, again would 
EE folemnly ſeal my 2ul for thine own, erable me 
to approve mylelf-more faithful to the vows which 


arc upon me, and live more devoted to thee who 7 
5 haſt died for me. | 55 


Tuo knoweſt, Lord, my ſimpleneſs, and niy y 


ES Kult are not hid from thee; thou knowelt : it is 
the deſire of my ſc ul to love and pleaſi: thee, it |: 
my bitterneſs that I ever offend thee; O when 


ſhail I have Gone with fin? when ſhall I grieve no 


more thy Spirit in me? O Lord, when ſhall © it yet 
| be? continue to be gracious, draw me nearer to 
thy bleſſed ſelf, that may run more eagerly after 
| thee; ſhew me nore of thy beauty, that ſin-may 
grow more hateful in my eyes; lay thy hand up- 
on me and faſhiin me, O faſhion me, dear Re- 
deemer, in thy own bleſſed image, and make me _ 
wholly ſuch as thuu wouldſt have me to be. Make 
thyſelf known unto me in the breaking of bread, ; 
reveal thyſelf to i) poor ſoul as thou doſt not to 
| the world; make me to taſte the comforts of thy 
regard, that I may be enabled for all thy ſervice... 
And open my ey:s to heavenly things; when 1 
remember thee on the croſs, may I look. to thee 
2 us on the throne, and feel the weight of thy ex. 
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 Direftios for Prater, OE Ee un 
peed appearance continually influential over me. 
O Saviour, that I may then be found of thee in 
peace, and meet thee on thy throne of judgment 
_ with kind acceptance and regard | Thou wilt come, 
I know thou wilt, and will not tarry. O Lord 
Jxsv s, may I be ever looking for and haſting unto 
the day of thine appearing, and be found watch- 
ing when thou ſhalt ſtand at the door and knock. 
RECEIVE my thanks, dear ſuffering Saviour, thou 
compaſſionate high-pricſt, who canſt be touched 
with the feeling of thy peoples infirmities, bleflin =_ 
and praiſe be ever thine. Help me daily to. e 
telling of thy ſalvation, till thou ſhalt give me 4 
place with thoſe bleſſed ſpirits © f the. juſt made 
perfect, whoſe happy labour is everlalling ſongs of 
thankſgiving to thee, who waſt ain and haſt re- 
| deemed us to GO by thy blood, 2 and made us 
kings and prieſts that we might reign with thee 1 in 
ty kingdom for ever. Amen. 185 


A I is ſuppoſed that every Comminnicont walks 
in a continual courſe of ſeif-examination. The 
temper deſcribed in Chapter III. will afford the 
moſt intereſting points of inquiry. As we ſhall _ ” 
ever find how ſhort we come of that bleſſed diſpo- 5 
fition there deſcribed, we ſhall have continual need 
r new confeſſions of fin and unfaithfulneſs, viith 
renewed purpoſes of heart of cleaving to the Lord, 
5 any thing particularly | humbling hath befallen 

or * any new tem nptation beſet us, we muſt ſpread | 
| | it 
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. before the Redeemer, and pour out our griefs 
into his compaſſionate boſom: he is a kind Saviour, 
we know little of the depths of his bowels and 
mercies, if we did we ſhould never diſhonour him, 
as we do with our diſtruſts, and ſhould be more 
deeply melted down under the ſenſe of his ama2- 
ing patience and love. One view of CHRIST in 
his tranſcendently gracious character, as the dear 
| Redeemer of loſt fouls, hath more power and eff. 
cacy to break the bonds of fin and urge us to obe- 
2 than all the vows, promiſes, and reſola- 
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CHAP. vn. 


On MnDiTATION. 


E AT this Lord's T able, and before: we. 20 to It, 5 
: a moſt profitable excrciſe 1s divine Medita- 
tion; nothing ſerves more to ſpiritualize and en- 

| liven the ſoul, than the conſideration of ſome of 
the great and precious promiſes that in Jesvs 
 CaxrIsT are made to us, or of thoſe bleſſed por- 
tions of ſcripture that more immediately ſpeak of 
him whom our ſoul loveth, declare his offices, de- 
1{cribe his ſufferings, or point us to the glory which 
followed; they are too numerous to be collected, 
I will ſelect a few as heads of Meditation, which 
1 ſhall endeavour to enlarge upon, and refer you 
to many others which will afford like profitable 


improvement. 


THE interval which we 4. . the cele- SY 
dration of the Lord's Supper ſhould be uſually moſt 
employed in this way. by this means our devo- _ 
tion at the ordinance itſelf is kept from languiſh- 
ing, and we accuſtom ourſelves more habitually | 


to that communion with Gop which mould be 
Dur — walk. | 


MEDI. 
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MEDITATION by 


GNEsT8 ili. 15. 


0 7 will put enmity between thee and the x Woman, and: 
betꝛbeen thy ſeed and her feed: it Hall bruiſc A : 


head, and thou ſhalt une his heel. 


Hen. a the les; of Goo to 
1 fallen man! he left him not to deſpair; he 
New him not in his fin; he pitied, be pardone ; 
See in this firſt promiſe, | O my ſoul, how unwill- 
ing the Lord is that we ſhould Peri. A deu 
of light and hope breaks through the darknefb. 
and revives the guilty ſoul of man; he ſaw and 
believed; and ſhall I be now faithleſs ? The true 
1:zht hath ſhined, the ſun of rip >hteouſnels 1 1s ariſen 
with healing in his wings; I 1 e him not through 
a glaſs darkly, but as it were face to face, behold 
ing the promiſe fulfilled by his appearing in by 
fulneſs of time. What confidence then, my ſe... 
| ſhould inſpire thee, when here before thine we | 
thou ſeeſt the ſerpent s head bruiſed by the facri- 


ice of the woman's feed? O Saviour, let me adore 


thy grace, and reſt ſatisfied | in the glorious vic tory 
thou haſt obtained. Thou waſt manifeſted to 4 
ſtroy the Works of the devil; O fulfil in me this 5 

great deſign of thy coming 2 bring near thy croſ 
to my heart and bruiſe at thy feet whatever 

ſerpentine and diabolical in this fallen nature, 


make me to know by experience of the effeCtuzl 
working of Src mighty power that thou art thi: 
| promiſed 


< Wow. 
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aer 6 to bumen. : 
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MEDITATION n. 


PALM * 6. 


5 And. 9 1 ji, 0 that : had wings FA a deve - fr. 5 


then would [ ft aways and be at reſt. 


[HAT » e wort is this! ſin and 5 


ſorrow compaſs me about; though ſome | 
ty wee 3 of heavenly conſolation at times revive 
my ſoul, yet how often hangs my harp on the Wil- 


5 lows, and how often is my hend bowed down as 
the ears of corn with drops of dew? Lord, thou 


Haſt told me of a bleſſed reſt which remaineth for 7 
--. the people of Gop; thou haſt drawn me to look 


up to it, to pant after it; had my ſou} wings to fly 


to thy boſom, how ſwiftly would J pierce" the 


ſkies? no timorous dove darting from the rapaci- 


dus vulture ſeeks fo eagerly its covert, as my poor 


cart ſhould fy from theſe 11 ablunary evils to that 


Madow of thy wings where is everlaſting reſt, 


When ſhall it yet wh dear Lord; that my weary = 


ſoul! ſhall find i in thee repoſe ? hide me in the cleft 
of the rock, in thy bleeding fide may my ſinful 
joul now find a ſafe retreat ; give me the wings of 
faith, that J may fly to this relief from the purſuit - 


of dine juſtice and a conſuming law; ; and when 
So = this 


— 7... — 0 
* _ * 
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this clog of earth that weigheth down my ſoul.ſhall | 
be ſhook off in the duſt, and my impriſoned ſpirit | 
diſentangled from the clay, then let the wings of 
ee direct my flight to the heaven where thou art, 
and cloſe ſheltered by thy once blecding ſide, let 

me bid an eternal adieu to fin and ſorrow. Be 
e my ſoul, yet a little while, and hope 
unto the end; he that | is faithful and true faith, 5 
u give thee reft. EN 


CONE NO Ie 


MEDIT ATION mW. 


PSALN exix. 94. 
3 ani n thine, 45 ne. Ve. 1 hate ſought thy Precep! 6. 


ES, Lord, 1 am thine by every tie; thine by - 

Creation, thine by Providence, thine by 1 
5 6 thine by Grace, thine by every obliga- 
tion of Love, thine by repeated and ſolemn fur 
renders of mytelf unto thee, wholly thine am! 
for ever bound to be: Yet how facrilegiouſly have 
J alienated from thee what was thine ; how often 
have 3 faithleſsly diſhonoured thee, and broken 
the vows which were upon me ; how like a broken 
bow have 1 ſtarted aſide, and ſtill, Lord, my vile 
| heart how prone is it to wander from thee? How _ 
| ſhall I render to thee thine own? How thall | 
. approve myſelf to thee ? Save me, it muſt be thy 
_ own work; without thee I can do nothing to pleaſe _ 
thee; ſave me from myſelf, from my fins, from 
my corruptions, from my weaknels, viſit me with 

thy 
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On Meditation, wh 2 123 > 


thy en If thou ſet my heart at liberty then 
ſmall I run in the paths of thy commandments; 
: Lord, they are righteous, juſt and good; I delight | 


in them after the inner man. O that my ways were . it 


made ſo direct that 1 might walk in them for erer; 


5 0 that I could do thy will on earth as it is 3 


in heaven. Prepare me for the bleſſed ſervice above 


8 by daily power communicated from thee to walk 0 


in thy ways here below. * 5 


PORSOSSSSDRSHRIIRISSDSIRROS DES 630006. 


MEDITATION i. 


Ps ATM lxxili. 25. 


: 5 Tom have 15 in heaven but thee © and there i is none 1 


upon earth that I defire befides thee. 


: [,98D what is heaven but thy fayour and re- 
viving preſence? what is hell but thy abſence 


and diſpleaſure? the glory of thy ſanctuary is thy 


bleſſed ſelf, without thee thoſe ſhining manſons 
would be deſolate; ; thou art there, and there to 
bleſs thy people with the enjoyment of thyſelf; 1 
when ſhall I fee thee face to face? when ſhall my 
| heaven come, to awake up in thy likeneſs, to be- 
nold the transforming glory of thy countenance ? 
0 Lord, for thee my ſoul longeth, to be where 
thou art, and as thou art. 0 heaven, n 
my Gon is there, he that is the ſtrength of my 
heart and my portion for ever; if hoe art mine, 
(and that thou art, thy promiſes have given me 
moſt | reviving. e if thou art mine, What 
= 55 e 
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N can I aſk for more or with beſide ? Lord, thou art 
3 all-ſufficient. Wnilſt here I linger out the mo- 25 
maent allotted me, though diſtant, too diſtant from 
the, thou alt be ſtill my joy. and my hope; 

\ what rival would ſteal away my affections. from 

_ thee ? what it object would intrude and rob 

thee of my love? Lord, there is nothing upon 
earth I deſire in compariſon of thee ; wealth, hon- 
dur and pleaſure tempt me away, but what can 


* 


they give me in exchange for thec? are they not 


loſs and dung? are they not on the balances lighter 
than vanity itlelf ? 'Think, my fooliſh heart, when 
= thou inclineft to liſten to the ſyren's ſong, which, 
on earth inſnares poor ſouls in perdition and de- 
"ſtruction, think of thy better portion; live on him 
Who is alone able to ſupply the void within, and 
from the never-failing. ſtreams which flow from 
the fountain of all conſolation, will replenith thee 
day by day, till f from the ſtreams thou comeſt to 


the fountain head, receiveſt the ſulneſs of thy de- | 


155 b fires, and dwelleſt | in Gon and Gop i in thee, 


15 eee teee tesa 


MEDITATION v. 


CAxNTCLES viii. 14. 


2 Mat ba, my beloved, and be thou' like to a rae, or 


toa young hart pon the mountains of ſpices. : 


Rll here thy death. till thy coming, | 


again, I wait for thy appearance, Lord, I 
know thou wilt come and wilt not tarry. Q that 


0 coming Led look u 


EY Os Aan. 9 | : 125 E | 
| my foul way meet thee, as a bride adorned for the 1 
| bridegroom. I call thee my beloved, and art thou 
not ſuch to me? thy love to me conſtraineth my 
foul, thou chief of ten thouſand, thou altogether 
N lovely. W hy are 105 chariot- whee! 's fo long 3 


Me Aires; how ſhall 1 appear before him, how ſhall 1 


be regarded of kim: ? black as the tents of Kedar,, © 5 


defiled my garments, and falſe to my Lord, as 1 | 


have been, can I with for his arrival ?—He hateth 5 


putting awey, he is compaſſionate and kind, he 


pities, he pardons; ; he faith, Return unto me, and 


I will return unto you. Lord, I come to thee ; _ 
array me in thy comelineſs, remove my filthy gar- 


ments, call me thine own, and take thy ſpotleſs 
robes of . and adorn my ſoul, and then 
haſten thy coming, my Beloved. Sweet are the 


mountains of ſpices, where in hy ordinances thou 


| haſt left a favour. of thy bleſled ſelf ; ſwect is the 
: repaſt which here thou haſt provided for my ſoul, 


but ſweeter far will be the feaſt, when thou, ſhalt 5 


Favour the table with thy real preſene ez and, like the LA 
= bounding bart. that ruſhes from che mountaing 
ſteep, come down to. me and catch me up to meet 
thee in the clouds ; there better: ſpices. breathe 
their fragrance, for thou art there, and where thou 
art all bleſſing muſt abound, Haſte then and bring 
me to the holy hills where thou my Lord dwelleſt, 
| and fill me with the Joy of thy everlaſting love. 7 
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MEDITATION vl. 


Can rierzs . f 


* Thy 5 name is as ointment poured forth, therefore 45 8 
| the virgins love thee. EE | 


Pur. name, dear Leb, is 88 to my foul 5 


than fragrant ointment to the faint and weary, Z 


Ixsus] what muſic to the ſinner's ears! the dear- 
e greateſt, ſweeteſt name that heaven or earth 


afords. What name like thine ſheds joy and bleſs- 


ing on the holy ſouls above? what name like thine 195 


ditfuſes peace and hope on guilty 1 ſouls below? thou 
art the all in all. Make me, Lord, to taſte and 
fee how gracious thou art; ſhed abroad in my 
heart a folk favour of thy ointment ; from thee, 


muy glorious prieſt, let the precious balm run down | 


on me the meaneſt of thy members; I am called 
by thy name, let me partake of thine anointing. 
1 love chec, O Lord my Saviour, I wiſh to love 


LY thee more, My heart, O that it might be a chaſte 


virgin's heart for thee, nor wander after other 


lovers; bind my affections to thee ſtronger than 1 


death; one ſpirit with thee may I henceforth be 
In myſtic union join me to thyſelf, and in that 
train may I be found of virgin ſouls, that, ſepa- 
rated from the defilements of the world, of fleſh 
and ſenſe, follow thee, thou Lamb of Gop, whi- 
Ferloever thou bertel them. Ay 


On Meditation. e "Po 


MEDITATION vn. 


PpSAIN Ixxxiv, I 2. 


£3 Hoe abt are thy tabernacles, 0 Lord f Wy = 
5 My fout longeth, yea, even fainith for the courts 
Abe Lord: my heart and hed ob crieth. out for 4 


the living God. 


5 Ve. 8, Lord, ty taberriacles are ; Indeed amiable 5 
to my ſoul; I was glad when they ſaid unto 
, let us go into the houſe of the Lord, Thy ſer- 
| vant David at a diſtance longed, yea even fainted ; 
with defire for theſe gracious opportunities I en= 
Joy: how thank ful ſhould J be, that I can thus 


draw near thee; fo often enjoy the welcome, re- 
turning ſabbaths, and mect ſo often at thy table 
with my brethren and my compa nious. Lord, 
raiſe up then my longings after thee more fervent- 


1y; let my heart and fleſh cry out more ia: enſc! 7 
for thee; thy tabernacles are only amiable when 
thou dot manifeſt thyſelf i in the mid{: of us; thy 5 


courts are then adorned when thou, O King, ap- 
| peareſt in thy galleries, Cant. Vii. 5. Thy table 


is a feaſt indeed, when thou comeſt in to "ob the 


zueſts, and giveſt the welcome benediction. J 


day, my Lord, drav/ near to bieſs me; awaken 
my thankſulneſs, open my lips, that my mouth 705 
: may ſhew forth thy praiſe ; raiſe up my heart to 
thee in the heavens ; from the tabernacles of thy 
grace may my aſcending ſoul mount up to the 


= tabernacles of thy glory; how amiable theſe, O 
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Lord, when ſhall 1 come to appear among the 
mining hoſt which dwell for ever there! when 
ſhall my ſoul abide in this temple for ever, and go 

out no more? Thou Gop of my life, who haſt | 
given me to deſire to ice thee, thou wilt not diſ- 
appoint the deſires thou haſt kindled. In my fleſh, 
hall i ſee Gop, Praiſe the Lord, 0 my ſoul. 


eee 


MEDITATION vm. 


Lokk xxiii. 33. 
. they erucified him. 2 


„ Draw near, my foul, and ſee this great ſiglit, 0 


this is thy Gop who bleeds for thy i iniqui- 


ties; ſee him led like a malefactor through the 
| Rireets of Feruſalem, and nailed like a murderer to 
h exp dire on a tree; becauſe thou deſervedſt all tbis 
ſmame, and pain, and death, therefore he endures 
itt for thee. Look into his wounded temples, and 
ſee how deep the thorns have pierced ; his face is 1 
marred more than any man's, black with buffet- 
ings and foul with blood; his weary head hangs 
down and mingles tears 9 5 clotted gore; het, 
chou dear Redeemer, thy beauty then is faireſt, 
when thou appeareſt moſt defiled ; theſe tears, 
this hlood, theſe ſorrows, are my peace, my joy, 
my everlaſting conſolation. Look up, ſinful ſoul, 
and love a dying Saviour! ſee his hands extended 


wide, they open to embrace thee, I ſee them drop- 


- Þivg Gown moſt precious ſtreams of blood; they 


Ale 


. U. ne e 129 5 0 
5 ate i iron bound, but his love will break the chain, 


and ſtretch them forth to lift me to his throne! 


They now are cancelling my deadly debt, my ; 
bond of ſuffering is nailed with them and torn 


SM ſee in the "os wounds of bis hands, graven 5 


as with an iron pen in a rock, a p- rdon written 
With bl ood. Yes, Lord, I believe the chaſtiſe- 
ment of iny peace is upon thee, and that by cheſe 


pains I ſhall be healed. I look upon thy fects 


Lord; they cannot as uſual carry thee about do- 
ing good, but they tread now on their laſt weary. 
ſtep, and next will ſtand upon the everlaſting 

hills; tired with the way, mortality hath often 

longed for reſt briers and. chorus have tori them- 
in the deſert, and rugged paths afflicted them; but 
10 thorns. ſo ſharp, no paths ſo rugged. as this, 


: and no reft ſo needed as that fleep of 95 ath, when 


pain ſhall torment no more, How have I trod 


"he dreadful paths of fin ? how have my feet Car- 
ried me from Gon to every vile indulgence? 1 
fee my puniſhment in thee; and O that with tears 
might bedew thoſe deep and deadly nail-prints, 
that tell me at once m 7 rim and my for giveneſs. 
5 What ghaſtly wound gapes wide beneath the heart, 


and pours down this crimſon torrert of mingled 


blood and water! that a ſpear declares the 


cauſe, how deep it hath gone ; Indignity offends 5 


the corps, when pain can do no more. [tis well. 
It became him to ſuffer theſe things, but why? 
my guilt. had made it needful ; yes, my ' foul, thou 
070 regard with aſtoniſhment the ſullerer, and 5 
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with deteſtation the authors of this black deed; 


bdut if thou wilt ſee the origin, knock at thy breaſt 
and there the murderers dwell ; this finful nature, 
ttheſe vile affections, this deep-rebellion againſt the 
i Mlajeſty of heaven, theſe brought the Lamb of Gon 
do ſuch ignominy, torment and death, Here then 
at his croſs let my indignation riſe, here then let | 
e © holy revenge burn within my heart, here let 


not mine eye pity, nor my hand ſpare; theſe his 
” enemies, his murderers, 2; will bring them forth 
and ſlay them before him. Lord let me keep backx 


nothing from thee, who 3 ORE» to fuch uk. | 
; fering for mee 


teteteeeeetettetettttts ratet, 


MEDITATION Ix. 


5 HEARN EWS vi. 18. EO. 
| That a 208 . have a ſtrong confulation, whe haus 
| fed for Ne to Wd hold ou the 955 js r: 4 


US, 


HAT 3 of confolarion doth the b 
ture propoſe to the afflicted foul? Hunted by 
- the dia Law, trembling beneath the Hard of © 

| Juſtice, unable to eſcape the ſtroke I could not 
_ endure, mercy ſets before me an open door, and 
like Fael to Siſera (but with a much more gracious 
intention ) invites me, faint and weary, to repoſe 


mp ſoul under her ſhadow, The guilty foul, expoſed 
to wrath eternal, here fees a beam of hope ariling,” 


55 and our ſcars, like morning clouds IJ ma awdys 


E. ee | 


0¹ Moditation, „ 
Bleſſed be he who hath opened and conſecrated this 15 
new and living way for the deſpairing and deſpe- 
rate, through a Mediator's broken body; 3 this 
ſiure refuge will I fly: Lord, help me to enter in 
that 1 may dwell in lafety; et pardoning love faſt 
bar the gate againſt an accuſing conſcience and a 
; condemning law ; let thy faithfulneſs and truth be 
as a braſen wall around me, that none of my fears 
may break through, none of my ſins deſtroy me. 
Let thy power keep the ſtronghold of my heart, 
that no ſon of leaks may hurt me; thus jet my 
city of refuge be kept from every avenger, and un- 
der thy ſhadow let me fit not only with ſafety but 
. delight. Thou haſt ſpoken, and who ſhall. 
diſannul it? thou willeſt me to be omforted, and 
85 why ſhall I refuſe the conſolation ? Strengthen chou 
my faith, Lord, that my joy may e = 


e NY 


55 MEDITATION X. 
5 HERR EWS x. 38. FS 
. Ya any man : draw back, ET foul "nd have 79 le. : 


in him. 


"HE ſeriptures are full of warning; ; take notion; 

my ſoul, and with holy jealouſy work out thy 
"vation with fear and trembling. How danger- 
ous to draw back better never have known the 
| way of righteouſneſs. Ye t how common theſe 

die partures from the faith; how many have I known 

who leemed to beg gin in che ſpirit and have ended 
412 


1 * ä F * 
* Wh jo a AN Re Eb 
» MN r K. N x 1% Wo , 7 þ, 3 : N * 
RRC 
CRT ONO N ; 
at $488 es. ' 
2 * +] b 24 4 52 jo 4 . 
* + i {5+ 
I * 


1 De Commun ICANTs ſpiritual Companion. | 
in. the fleſh-? ſet up, my ſoul, theſe pillars before 
Kal ng in this our plain of Sodom. Lots wife may be 5 
ſeen in every ſtreet: what is there to engage there 
to turn back, or caſt a lingring lock behind? The 
EN world from which thou art called is a vain ſhadow, 
itt is unſatisfactory in the enjoyment, it periſhety | 
in the uſing, and it ſtands only as ſome mighty pile 
of fuel to be deſtroyed by the fire. The creatures 
ol it are vain: its indulgencies, what fruit do they 
bring? and how like huſks do its moſt gilded baits 
_ diſappoint our appetite ? count then the coſt. Lord, 
my foul looketh unto thee; hold me by my hand, 
| that I may not depart from thee. I have ſuch " 
=. fooliſh, ſuch a backſliding heart, that if left but a 
dap to myſelf I ſhall turn Ade but thou, who haſt 
led me ſo far, wilt not now let me $93. by thee 
only can I be holden wp; ; mine heart is in thine © 
hand, thou ſhalt preſerve me from the power of 
the enemy, thou ſhalt teach me the way wherein 
I I ſhould go, thou ſhalt. guide me with thine eye. 
Iknow, Lord, none can pluck me out of thy hand: 
Il will truſt therefore and not be afraid, though, 

8 | thouſands fall on every fide; thou art my ſhield. 
and rock of defence. Much have I eee lar : 
thy kindneſs and care, more I believe thou haſt in 

1 tore. I wait for thy ſo vation, and I have a good | 

hope becauſe of thy word; here my anchor fixes, 
If thou fay, I will put my fear in- 0 thine heart, _ 

and thou ſhalt not depart from me; then may 1 

5 with confidence ref upon thy grace and Ione. 


\ No ones . 


o. 2 


MEDITATION 11. 


= Cor, vi. 20. e 
"Bur ye are « benghi with a price therefore ebrify 05 FRY 5 


5 15 5 in Jour body, andi in . Jpirit, which are God's. „ | J 


RF F any thing « can engage my Beer to the PR 
9 Redeemer, it muſt be the views of his amar 
| ing love and grace, and the fenfe of the deep obli- 9 4 


gations theſe lay upon me; when I ſee the price 


he hath paid for me, how can B except to his a 


claim? tt hath coſt thee. precious blood to wr - 
deem me from my {tate of endleſs miſery, and now. 


„ thay challengeſt the return, of ſervice. Lord, I 2 1 
am thy ſervant: 1 am thy ſervant, for thou haſt | 


looſed my bands; I will, through thy grace, make 
thy glory my great aim and end, I have lived 


long to diſhonour thee, henceforth may thy name 


be exalted in me and by me; my body is for hee, | 


0 Lord, it hath ſerved divers luſts and pleaſures, we 


but thou haſt redeemed it from the guilty ſervice,” 

It ſhall. ferve no more: every ſenſe, every member, 

let it be an inſtrument of righteouſneſs unto Gon. | 
My lpirit. is thine; its . its vile affections 


mall reign no more; let purity be written on my 
inmoſt ſoul, and my thoughts be brought into 


obedience to thee, O Cunts 1 3X ct, Lord, after 
all, what glory can redound to thee from ſuch | 
_ worthleſs lervices as mine? that thou condeſcend- 


eſt to accept them, brings me in more thy. debtor _ 


; Ml. Well, Lord, I am more than cones lam 
I a i 


* 


i Vos The Caves ſovritual be N 7 
1 happy thus to be rendering myſelf to thee, and 


f Increaſmg thereby my obligations; glorify thyſelf 


in me in mercy, till thou WOE. me with we 


1 in the kingdom of wy glor 7. 1 50 
85 everest 


MEDITATION XII. 


0 15 Tirvs ii. 10. 5 | 
5 Tha they may adorn the doftrine of Cod c. cur Saviour 
= | in all things. - 


= GOP; is my rie that be is Gov i is my 
9285 comfort, for now I know his all- ſufficiency | 
of power and love, able to ſave to the uttermoſt, 
and rich in mercy to all that call upon him. 7 
am called to adorn that doctrine which bringeth 
falvation, and teacheth us to deny ungodlineſs and 


* worldly luſts, and to live ſoberly, righteouſly and 
godly in this preſcnt world; and it is my ſerious 


purpoſe and deſire to do ſo. My character in che 


world will cal] for my firſt regard, to walk in wiſ⸗ | 


dom towards thoſe who are without ; 3-26 ſhew an 
unblameableneſs of converſation, that they WhO | 


are of a contrary part may have no evil thing juſtly 


to ſay of me, I will labour to ſhew all good fide- 


+. Kkyin my dealings, to pay 2 conſcientious regard 


| to truth in my words, to provide things honeſt in 


* ; the ſight of all men, to be induſtrious in my call- 


, to owe no man any thing, to abſtain from the 
ances of evil, leſt I make my brother to of- 
fend, . behavi jour in, OE: ys war it be ever 
dach 


On pO h ap 434 


5 fuch a8 een godlineſs; 1 would go in 1 85 
a out before them as an example unto the believe? 
I would watch particularly againſt ſelf-will 9 
anger: I would. always ſpeak at my meals ſome- 
thing which ſhould be for the ule of edifying. I 
would be conftant in prayer with them day and 
| 1 night, that the bleſſing of Gor may be in the midſt ; 
of us, I would watch. over all around me with a 
5 jealous eye, and above all, over myſeltß that J lay | 
no ſtumblingblock 1 in their way; I would inſtruct LIN 
| them to the beſt of my abilities in the knowledge 
of the Redeemer of ſinners, and ſeek that I and 
my houle might ſerve the Lord. In my particular 
| tranſactions with Gop in ſecret, J will endeavour 
: to lay bare my heart before him: Iwill take his holy 
word; J will aſk for his muminating Spirit; I will 
examine mine own ſelf; no boſom fin, I truſt, ſhall. 
finda hiding-place : my burdens of ſin and ſor o 
5 will } lay at the feet of my Lord. I will plead 


with him his promiſes, and leave my caſe in my 


grcat Advocate's hand. In this way the deſire 
=, my foul will be anſwered, and my Redeemer 


honoured: Lord, adorn me with thy Spirit, that 
4 may thus adorn thy goſpel. 
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MEDITATION xIn. 


Urra E W S vii. 25. : 


8 ET is . 1 fo 7 ſave them ta the ue thet eons = 


ent God by bn. 


IJ 85 LV, ATION i is y great concern; 1 | 


creature of a day; my body is of the duſt, end 


| ; returning to the duſt again; l am in jeopardy every 
hour. Here I have no abidivg city, as a tenant | 
at will I may be diſmiſſed at a minure's warning; 
but 1 haue an immortal ioul, à foul that nut be 
bappy or miſerable to eternity; a ſoul that muſk 


join angels in glory, or ſiends in darkneſs, How 
veighty then is the concern of falvation? and how: * 
important each moment that ſhortens the ſpan al- 5 


| & Joted me below ! 


Warn J look at myſelf, 3 far from Gol 
vation doth my ſtate appear: A finer I, vile and 
abominable; ; in nature at enmity with G0 D, in 


Practice a tranſgreſſor times beyond number; un- 


der guilt which I cannot remove, under corruption 
I cannot ſubdue, under wrath I cannot avert, and 
ſuch wrath as is for ever wrath to come. 1 
_ Wren Tlouk to Gop, what can] expeR ? holy = 
in his nature, and therefore infinitely removed from 
ſin; juſt, and therefore bound to puniſh it; un- 


15 changeable, and therefore puniſhing eternally ;_ 
ornnipotent, there can be no reſiſtance; omni- : 


ſcient, and ther core m9 eſcape. from his notice. 
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MEDITATION, XIV. 


ErhRSTANS 20: 
» grace ye are fa ed. 


"RUE, Lord, or ſuck à wretch as I nl FE 
ſpair; impotent and helpleſs to every thing 
> which is good; and prone to every thing which js 
evil, what muſt become of me if ſalvation was not 
free; it is of thy eternal purpoſe and grace that 
there is any hope for ſinners; it is of thy grace 
that J am called out of darkneſs into thy marvel- 
: lous light; it is of rich grace, that when L was dead 
in fin I was quickned together with CHRIST; it 
is by grace alone I ſtand; whatever attainments I | 
reach unto, fill it is by the grace of Go DI am 
what I am; without this giace I am nothing, 
have nothing, can do nothing but lin. And in 
eternity, as well as time, the grace of my Go 
| wil. alone be exalted, when the top-ſtone of the 
5 hy 


= 


©; Mediation. fp, 137 1 
WO ſhall deliver me? Behold me, lth the Fn 
2 Saviour, I am he that bringeth ſalvation, ſalvation 
do the uttermoſt, mighty to ſave; atoning blood —_ 
ſhall ſprinkle the throne of juſtice, eternal wiſdom _ 
hall guide thy ſteps, and almighty power firengthen | 
| thee, My falvation is near, I bring it to thee in 
my word, I ſeal it to thee with my blood, and 
will accompliſh it in thee by my Spirit for ever. 
8 Yo. ſo, Lord: if thou wilt ſave, none Can deſtroy. | 


. * 3 5 . "EK 
r FR 5 7 ; s 5 1 Ys _ . in ad ; % * : 


eee eee, 
th ſpiritual building is laid, it ſhall be with ſhouting, 


Oy ing, Grace, grace unto it. When eternal life 
The 18 adjudged me in the laſt day, it will be the gift 


* of Gop in Jesvs CRRISTHJq] and through eternity 


this will be the theme of all the ſaved by grace, 


Thou, Lord, alone, art worthy to receive blefing, 


and glory, and honour, If it be of grace then it 

is no more of works; why is my fooliſh heart then 
_ continually going about to rob Gop of the glory | 
of his grace? It is of my pride and unbelief; my. 
unbelief, that ſto 2g2ers at the promiſe, and will not 

| ſuffer, me to think Gop can be glorified more in 
the exerciſe of ſovereign grace in the Redeemer 2 


than in the execution of deſerved vengeance on 


me a ſinner. My pride, that fain would ſacrifice 
do its own drag, by offering ſomething of my own _ 


to plead for my acceptance, Lord, give me clearer | 


views of the riches of thy grace, that my unbelie; 


may be confounded; and deeper diſcoveries of the | 


utter wretchedneſs of all I am and do, that my 
pride may be abaſed : and thus may I thankfully 


embrace this free ſalvation, and be content t to > be 5 


7 faved from fire to laſt as a a ſinner. 
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0. Meditation. 8 


MEDITATION. XV. 


76 5 1 5 7 Perun ny I = 


. n, is gore into heaven, and i is on the right hand of 
God, angels and authoriti: T and power h made 15 


7 . unto binn. . 


7 HAT a glorious contraſt are my Saviour's 


8 ſufferings and exaltation he ſuffered, it be- 
5 came him, T he croſs was ig nominious „but the 
erown he hath received excceds in glory. He was 
crucified in weakneſs, but now all power is deli- 
vered to him in heaven and in earth, The icourges 
ploughed up long furrows on his back, his face 
was dishgured with buffetings, his head pierced 7 
with thorns; but now he ſhineth as the ſun goeth _ 
forth in his firength, glorious i in holineſs. The ſol-⸗ 
diers mocked, and nailed him to the tree; but an- 
gels now bow down, and hail him over all Gop 
5 bleſſed for ever, He bowed his head and died for 
tin once, now death is ſwallowed up in victory; 
the mount of Calvary is exchanged for the mount 
of Gop; the reed for the ſeeptte of the univerſal 
kingdom; and the iron nails for that rod of domi- 
nion which ſhall bruiſe his enemies to pieces, as 
the veſſels of a potter are broken. What cauſe 
chen have I to rejoice in my King, fo great and 
. glorious in himſelf, and Ade oh my. behalf, to 
reign till he bath put all enemies under his feet; 
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| heaven, 


. 


3 unt thereon. 


HEADS or. MEDITATION. 
A Love of Gon. 


4 KG, 1. e 1. 55 6. Titus iii, n 2 Cor. v. 14. 


„ . Faitbfulneſs of Gon. ; 
| Heb. vi. 18. Deut. vii. 9. 1 Cor. i. 9. 2 Cet. 


19. Lam. iii. 23. 
- # 1 9 "23 'Pardoving 


if he take my cauſe in hand, who ſhall be able to 
harm me? what are fiends of hell, or men on earth, 
that I ſhould fear them? Be ſtrong then, my 
ſoul, in the Lord and in the power of his might Eh 
he will make thee more than conqueror on earth, 
till he ſhall take thee to reign with Himſelf in 


eesti eee, 5 


5 THE blowing 6 texts. 28 op and range 4 - wh 5 
different heads, will afford abundant matter of 4 
| Meditation; and as the Bible will be the beſt 
fu, companion to the Altar, I would wiſh you ever 
ko take it with you, and employ your leiſure = 
moments chen, and indeed always, chiefly in 
_ conſidering its great and glorious truths, and 5 


een v. 8. John iii, 16. Eph, ii. PE T r Jobn | 


*. 13. 1 Theſſ. iv, 24. yp Ja £ 9. 1 Peter ; iv. 


vi 
vi 


. 


* 
? * 
. & 4 


Ca 


Ha nl. "Pando: Grace. 5 
Aceh i i. 18. Pfalm ciii. * Neh. ix. 7. Heb. 
viii. 12. Iſaiah xliii. 25. Iſaiah «liv, 22. Micah 


Vi. 18. Iſaiah Iv. 1 John li. I, Luke vil, 17. 
Palm xxx. 4. Eph, i. 7. 1 


IV. e Grin. 


2 ; Cor. xii, 9. Tſaiah- xli. 10. Pſalm exix. 28. ED 


pfalm exxxviii. & Phil. iv. 13. Col. I 17. 
< Ne Under Temptation, 


1 Gove x; 13. 2 Peter i ii. 9. Heb. ii. 18. James : 


1. . Heb, W. 1.6; - Cor. ory 4. Plalm xlvi. op 
f Ffam cl. 15. Jer. xiv. 8, EY | 
VI. | Divine Teaching. 


„Ae liv, 13. 1 John ii. 27. Pfalm xxv. 8. 
Tor XXxi. 34+ John xiv, 16. Flaum XXXites 8. 


I Cor. ü. 13. 


VII. Suſfeieney of N 5 Atonement 

and Satisfaction, 
Job xxxiij. 24. Heb. 9. 14. 1 Peter i. 19. 
'F Johne 1. 7. Rom. vlii. 1. FOR xili. 39. 1 1 im. Fs 
i. 15. Heb. vii. 25. Rom. viii. 33. 


Dy VIII. Im putation of Righteouſneſs, 


Rom. iv. 11. Rom. x. 4. Gal. iii. 9. Iſaiah 
XIii. 8 Phil 1. Iii. 9 1 Cor. 1 i. 30. Rom. | iv. . 


SanQiification, 


* 


42 The Comunrcaxt s Hina Companion, : 


IX.  Sandtification. 5 85 


Jer. xxxi. 2% "Rom. viii. 4. Jude 1. 1 Cor. 
| vi. 11, Rom. xv. 16. John xvii. 17. I Theſf. v. 
| 23. Exod. XVI. 13. Heb. xi. 14. Luke | uit 


5 *. Perſon of Cunts. 


15 1 15. Iaaiah! ix. 6. Pfalm xIv. 8. ih 
belli. 1. Cant. * * Ifaiah lii. 5 


| XI. Sufferings of CuxIsn. 


ih i. 5. Tfaiah lii. 14. Col. i ii. 11. | Luke 
1 5 ii. 7. Matt. ii. 13. Luke xiii. 31. Matt. xxvi. 37. 

1 7 Mark XIV, 44. Matt. *xVIi. 40. John xix. 23. 

8 Matt. : XxVji, 29. John xix. 34. Matt. XXVii. 60. ; 


XI U. Glory of Cunisr. 
Als v. 31. Mark xvi. 19. AQs vii. 55. Phil. 


I. 10. PAIRS” vi. . 1 Peter iii. 22, Rev, v. 


8—14. 


I 


22. 


D + 
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* 


ſe 5 


Tut. 


n nt Pet 


5 A 8 POE intention of the foregoing treatiſe | 


is, through the grace of Gop, to render 


Connie a ſpiritual ſervice, it will be 5 


neceſſary to warn thoſe into whole hands it may 


fall, to be peculiarly careful not to reft upon the 
ordinance itſelf, or the exactneſo of their prepara- 
tion according to any for m which is preſcribed to 


them, but to look chiefly to their profiting by it; 


to obſerve whether their hearts are drawn nearer | 
to Gop in CuRISsYH, and in the memorial of his 
death their pectation of his coming again more 
enliyened. Formality is the moſt dangerous of all 


ſtates, and outward religion, where the experi- 
: mental knowledge of CHRIST is wanting, removes 
perſons farther from the kingdom of God than 
_ outward vices the one puffing up the pride of vain 


man, whilft the other lays him open to conviction. - 
_ of his danger. Let it not be imagined that this is 


ſpoken to encourage outward vices, Gop forbid; 


90, but as an awful w. arning to thoſe, who, refling I 


on the form of godlineßs, teny the power of it. 
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11. "The CommunIcant” $ | ſoiritual Companion, 


Mar you be not almoſt but altogether brit 5 


tians: And if the great Maſter of the feaſt bleſs. 5 


theſe words to your illumination, inſtruction, edi- 
* fication, conſolation or ſanctification, His be the 
es to Him alone ROY is e 
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